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Bleak outlppk 

FOREIGN.. Minister TArnr 
Moussa, who is coixeatly 
on a visit to Pads, met Pres- 
ident Jacques ..Chirac ^yes- 
terday and combed ames- 
sage from President Hqsnj 
Mubarak. 

Fofiowing the hour-hmg 
meeting, Moussa told re- 
porters that the message 
dealt with - the “obstacles” 
feeing the . Mi dd le 
peace process. Mocks 
M amed whstjK described 
as a “negative shirtum” on 
Israel's policy - of es- 
tablishing settlements in oc- 
cupied territories. "This is 
illegal and mncceptable;’ 
Moussa said “Everybody is 
pessimistic about fee future 
of the peace process. This is 
not merely a French, Egyp- 
tian, Arab orEuropeanim- 
pression, but an inter- 
national impression.” 

Greek visit 

GREEK. President Coeds 
Stcphanopoulos 
four-day visit to Egypt an 
Friday and is expected to be 
received by President Hosrri 
Mubarak on Saturday. 
Talks are set to focus on bi- 
lateral ties, the peace pro- 
cess in the Middle East and 
otter issues of common in- 
terest 

President Stepbanopoulos 


will start his visit in /tlex- 
andria where he win meet 
members of the 
Greek conmnmity, 
beading for Cairo later on 
Friday. 

Trade dispute 

THE PALESTINIAN Na- 
tional Authority has re- 
buffed demands that Pal- 
estinian businessmen pay 
millions of dollars in bode 
payments owed from con- 
tracts with Israelis. At 
meeting held in the West 
Bank town of RamaDah on 
Tuesday between die Israeli 
Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Palestinian 
Trade Minister Maher Al- 
Masry, Palestinian Deputy 
Trade Minister Samir Bn- 
Icileh said that before re- 
specting bills and contracts, 
it would be better to solve 
the problems .that ■. obstruct 
trade between the tiro sides-' 
AFP reported that foe Pal- 
estinians raised issues such 
as foe Israeli closure im- 
posed on the West Bank 
and foe Gas Strip and foe 
blocking of merchandise at 
border posts, which disrupts 
delivery and payment The 
PNA refused an Israeli de- 
mand that Israeli business- 
men be allowed to distrib- 
ute directly in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

Israeli raids 

If 'ELI warplanes rock- 
et*. -suspected Hizbullah 
targ? **s.in south Lebanon 


three times early yesterday. 
Lebanese security forces 
said foe planes tired several 
rockets onto Iqtim AT- 
Toufah ridge, but there was 
no immediate wend on cas- 
ualties in foe air raid — foe 
first into Lebanon since 
Sunday. 

Yesterday’s attacks came 
minutes after an exchange 
with maddae guns and 
rocket-propelled grenades 
between Israeli forces and 
guerrillas on the north- 
eastern edge of the Israeli- 
occupied security zone in 
south Lebanon. Three guer- 
rillas were kilted hi foe ex- 
change. 

Arabic bound 

ALGERIA'S National 
Transitional Council, which 
replaced the paritameaf af- 
ter the 1992 elections wore 
cancelled, passed a con- 


troversial law on Tuesday 
a deadline for wider 
use of foe Arabic language 
in o fficial functions by 5 
July 1998 and in schools by 
2000. The law aBows foe 
use of foreign languages m 
relations. 
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Ghali fires parting shot 

- - GHANA’S Kofi Annan was swam in as foe new UN secretery- 

- general for the hand: five years on Tuesday, amid optimism that bis. 
appointment would produce, a long-awaited political truce with 
Washington. But outgoing Secretary-General Boutros Ghali al- 
most stole the limelight with a tough farewell address in which be 
castigated foe United Statu. 

At a special General Assembly ceremony, Washington was the 
■ unnamed target of both men's speeches,, with Annan and Ghali ap- 
pealing to the United. States to pay its arrears to save the United 
“Nations. But while foe 58-yeariold Ghanaian urged a spirit of 
“healing” and consensus, Ghali, who was denied a second term by 
Washington, adopted an overtly critical tone and stressed that the 
stexetary-general's independence was paramount 

Ghali ’s hard-hitting speech, which won him a standing ovation, 
urged that “now a new secretary-general is being appointed, all ar- 
rears should be paid at once, as has been promised so often in foe 
. past few months.” ' 

Washington's longstandin g delay in paying ita (tees, which now 
amount to more than SI 3 triform, has precipitated foe worst fi- 
nancial crisis in- foe 51 -year history of foe United Nations: The 
United States is foe lmgest UN cuulribuio r, but also its biggest 
debtor. 

The US CanspKss has linked payment of the US debt to the de- 
parture of Ghali, whose term saw i deterioration of relations be- 
tween Washington 3nd the United Nations,laxgeiy because he took 
an independent stand on issues ranging from Bosnia and Somalia 
to the Middle East On 19 November, foe US vetoed a second term 
for foe 74-year-old Egyptian diplomat. 

Ghali made Ins concern for foe continued independence of the 
secretary-general clear to the assembly. "Tf one word above all is 
to characterise ,tte role' of foe- secrefery^general, it is in- 
dependence,” he said. : ’ “■ ■* 

Annan, who has .until' now held foe post of under-secretary gen- 
eral for peacekeeping, says that restoring foe financial stability of 
foe. United Nations will be among his top' priorities. “Applaud us 
when we prevail, correct us when we fail, bat above all, do not let 
tins indispensable, irreplaceable institution wither, languMi or per- 
ish as a result of member state indifference, inattention or financial 
starvation,” he told the assembly. 



Mahdi seeks to outflank Bashir 


With Sadig Al-Mahdi fleeing Khartoum, the Umma Party and the SPLA may 
convenience to outsmart Sudan's ruling clique. Gama! Nkrumah talked to 


be consummating a marriage of 
the Sudanese opposition leader 


Unless you were bom yesterday, you'll know that re- 
lations between Nassau Al-Turabi, foe cur rent speaker of 
the Sudanese parliament and leader of foe National Is- 
lamic Front (ND?), and Sadig Al-Mahdi, the Umma Party 
leader .and former Sudanese prime minister, were not al- 
ways rock-bottom. From an outsider’s perspective, foe 
Sudanese political scene looks chaotic. Members of 
close-knit familie s often belong to rival political groups 
from opposite ends of foe political spectrum. 

But Sadig Al-Mahdi,' who escaped from Khartoum to 
foe Eritrean capital Asfotera two wocfe : ago,> strongly be- 
lieves, that Torabi and foe N1F. do not have a monopoly 
mi Islamic teachings. Turabi and Sudanese President 
Omar Al-Bashir have .phryed down foe impli c ations of 
Sadig Al-Mflhdi’s flight. Exile, Al-MahdTs detractors 
say, wiO politically exhaust him. Others strongly believe 
foatfow fe tlwbegninirig of tire end for foe Basfar-Turabi 
re gim e. 

- Why did Sadig Al-Mahdi escape from Khartoum at this 
particular juncture? His absence is a blow fur the regime. 
Al-Mahdi told Al-Ahram Weekly in a telephone interview 
tins week that tire opposition’s military operations 
against foe regime were escalating. As leader of Sudan's 
largest opposition group, he had to be closer to the head- 
quarters of opposition forces in Asmara. He also wants to 
mend his fences with Egypt 

“1 am very sad about me deterioration in relations bo- 


tween Egypt and Sudan. We are brothers, and brothers 
sometimes have different views and opinions. Brothers 
sometimes disagree. But today, under the [Bashir-Turabi 
regime] things have gone too for. Relations between 
Egypt and Sudan have never been so bad. The [Khar- 
toum] regime has established a police state in the name 
of Islam. It has embarked on a jihad against fellow Mus- 
lims. This is a reflection of the most reactionary partisan 
. tendencies of. extremists- Hie NIFs brand of Islam has 
ted; to foe rapid deterioration of relations with Sudan's 
neighbours:” Al-Mahdi soldi- - 

‘There was a consensus among my supporters that foe 
current regime is a murderous regime and that I should 
leave the country and go into political exile. I resisted 
going into exile for the past five years. The government’s 
policy was to intimidate foe people of S udan . Of late it 
became quite clear that the government wanted to use me 
as a h uman shield and hold me responsible for foe deeds 
of the external opposition. I was subjected to 24-hour 
survefflance and a vicious character assass in a ti on cam- 
paign. 1 decided to deprive the regime of their strategy, 
so I fled the country right under their noses on Thursday 
5 December. It is a very important date for me personally 
and marks a watershed in my political career. The polit- 
ical struggle against the regime must be buttressed by 
armed struggle,'’ Sadig Al-Mahdi told foe Weekly. 

John Garang, leader of foe Sudan People's Liberation 


Army (SPLA), happened to be in Asmara 
when Sadig Al-Mahdi arrived. “Garang 
was in Asmara and heard that I was in 
town. He decided to pay me a courtesy calL 
This was not foe first time I had met Ga- 
rang. I last met him in July 1986 when 1 
was prime minister — 1 am still foe pop- 
ularly elected prime minister of Sudan. We 
had our disagreements, but we agreed that 
it was imperative to stop the civil war in 
southern. Sudan. We both agreed that there 
could be no end of civil war without ad- 
dressing foe many grievances of the south- 
ern Sudanese people. There must be a just 
settlement of die crisis and the legitimate 
aspirations of the southerners must be fulfilled Coop- 
eration was not possible then," Al-Mahdi stressed 
“Today, die situation is very different We are in op- 
position to foe regime and now we work more closely to- 
gether. I believe that this relationship — between the 
SPLA and the Umma Party — is crucial for Sudanese 
unity. My being here in Asmara is an opportunity to ce- 
ment our winking relationship. It must be cemented 
within the context of foe National Democratic Alliance 
(the umbrella organisation of Sudanese opposition 
groups). We must take steps to preserve Sudanese unity, 
but a plebiscite must be held to decide the issue of na- 



tional self-determination for 
foe southerners,” said Al- 
Mahdi. 

Al-Wathiq Kamir, a mem- 
ber of foe Sudan Forces Al- 
liance and the New Sudan 
Brigade (NSB), told foe 
Weekly. ‘There are three im- 
portant points to remember 
concerning Sadig AJ-Mahdi’s 
departure from Khartoum. 
Al-Mahdi is the legitimate 
leader of Sudan — being foe 
country's popularly elected 
prime minister. Second, Al- 
Mahdi was until last week foe leader of the so-called in- 
ternal opposition. His escape from Khartoum removes 
the claim often made by detractors of the Sudanese op- 
position forces that a chasm lies between the internal 
and external opposition. AJ-Mabdi’s move can only 
strengthen the apposition forces. Third, Al-Mahdi has an 
enormous following as leader of Sudan's largest polit- 
ical grouping, foe Umma Party. Al-Mahdi alio has all 
the prestige of a tribal leader in northern, central and es- 
pecially western Sudan. He is also the leader of an in- 
fluential religious organisation — the Ansar or Mahdist 
movement” 


Stand-off over settlements 

As Arafat ploughs on with negotiations over redeployment from Hebron, the lighted fuse of Ne- 
tanyahu’s aggressive settlement policy continues to bum, writes Graham Usher from Jerusalem 


The resumption on 1 6 December, of Pal- 
estmian-Israeti talks on the Hebron re- 
deployment has, for now, lowered the heat 
in foie Occupied Territories. FoDowing 
P resident Clinton’s p*rn — by his stan- 
dards — rebuke of foe Likud ^govern- 
ment's settlement policies, Israeli Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu said he ex- 
pected to wrap up' a deal on Hebron “in 
the next few days.” PLO leader Yasser Ar- 
afat reiterated that he was “ready to meet 
the Israeli leader at any time, at any 
place.” 

But few Palestinians are hol ding their 
breath — including, it appears, Ararat On 
17 December he embarked on a short trip 
io Austria and Italy, suggesting that he, at 
least is not expecting a Hebron agreement 
any time -soon. The reason was supplied 
by the FLO’s representative in Jerusalem, 
Faisal HusseinL “As long as the cmrent at- 
mosphere endures, there will .-be no 
progress an Hebron,” he said. 

The “ cur rent atmosphere” -has been 
caused by two Israeli government de- 
cisions which, last week, brought the Pal- 
estinian Authority (PA) and Israel to foe 
very edge of confrontation. The renewal 
of negotiations on Hebron may be seen as 
a last-ditch effort by both sides to avert it 

On 1C December, Israel's Jerusalem 
District P lanning; Committee approved the 
construction of 132 housing units for a 
Jewish neighbourhood in Ras Al-Amud, a 
email village in occupied East Jerusalem. 
Ras Al-Amud has around 11,000 in- 
habitants, all of them Palestinian. Should , 
the plan go ahead — says Israeli Peace 
Now spokesman* Akin Anion — it would 
. be “foe first time since foe six-day war” in' 
1967 that .any Israe li government “bas de- 
cided to bufld a settlement in the heart of a 
Palestinian neighbourhood.” The anticipate . 
ed Palestinian reaction to soch a precedent 
was sketched by HusseinL “An exph^ 
non,” be said, ‘immediately”. 

A gmaTT explosion came the very 

next day. In the first armed opera- 
tion of its type for nearly five 
two Jewish 


would continue “as long as the occupation 
and settlements continue.” The hit found 
some popularity on the Palestinian street, 
but among foe PA leadership it was re- 
ceived with absolute dismay. 

Having lost the diplomatic initiative to 
Arafat after the September clashes, Beit El 
offered Netanyahu a rare chance to re- 
trieve ft. He imposed a closure on Ra- 
mallah, demanded that the PA extradite afl 
suspects to Israel and vowed, at foe set- 
tiers’ funeral, that settlements under t.itnni 
would not be “uprooted — they will be 
strengthened”. 

- More damagingly, the feet that the as- 
sailants fled into RamaDah enabled the Is- 
raeli Defence Forces to request, and ob- 
tain, permission from the PA to enter the 
self-rule area to investigate the wreckage 
of thg attackers’ car . Netanyahu marie sure 
the political significance of tins was lost 
on no one. “Now you realise why we are 
insisting on security arrangements in Heb- 
ron,” he told a press conference on 11 De- 
cember. 

But the real punishment for Beit El was 
still to came. On 13 December, the Israeli 
cabinet voted to reinstate subsidies and tax 
incentives to all settlements in the Oc- 
cupied Territories, by granting them the 
status of ‘National priority” areas. This re- 
instatement has been on foe table since 
July. The decision to grant national prior- 
ity status now was widely read as a sop to 
appease Netanyahu's outraged settler con- 
. stituency, a motive tacitly admitted by an 
aide to the Israeli prime minister. “There 
was press u re by settlers to build new set- 
tlements, but instead we agreed to pass the 
special incentives,” he said after the vote. 

Denials by Israel's Foreign Minister Da- 
vid Levy that the reinstatement of in- 
centives is a sign of “a new settlement 
'drive” should not delude anyone, least of 
all the Palestinians. Under foe Labour gov- 
ernment, subsidies were maintained for 

. US-lsraeli clash 

months, two_ Jewish settlers vac US AND Israeli officials have clashed over President 
killed in a drivo-by shooting on the gjg Qmtrm’s criticising Israeli Prime Minister 

road to Beit EL a settl emen t near Ra- Binyamin Netanyahu's new settlement policy. Ne- 
mallah. The PLO’s Popular Front tanyabu’s top aide, David Bar-Han, referred io Clinton’s 
for the Liberation of Palestine . criticism as “semantic posturing”, a rem ark which US 
(PFLP) claimed responsflrility for Stele Department spokesman Nicholas Bums said was 
foe at t a c k, insis ti ng that toe Pal- . disrespectful to Clinton who was a friend of Israel, 
estizuan struggle against Israel — ^ ^ B , 


^ctdcment^^5^^o!m^S^or3a^Val- 
ley, Hebron, Gaza and, above all, Je- 
rusalem. It was these “priority” areas foul 
absorbed and facilitated the increase of foe 
settler population in the Occupied Ter- 
ritories from around 100,000 in 1992 to 
foe present 145,000. Likud’s extension of 
national priority status to all settlements 
thus augurs even greater settler emigration 
to foe West Bank and Gaza, regardless of 
whether a new settlement is built. 

The PA slammed foe decision as “a dec- 
laration of war” on the peace process, call- 
ing on “people everywhere to stand 
strongly to free the challenge of Ne- 
tanyahu’s policies and to defend the land.” 
Yet Arafat did not call for any specific ac- 
tion. After a weekend of simmering ten- 
sion, he instead phoned Netanyahu, re- 
gretting the Beit El attack and vowing to 
press the PFLP to stop its armed opera- 
tions. For his part, Netanyahu expressed 
his regret for the killing of a Palestinian 
worker inside Israel by an Israeli fanner, 
probably in revenge for Beit EL The two 
leaders also agreed to reconvene the Heb- 
ron negotiations. 

Arafat's hesitancy is not hard to fathom. 
However skilled the PLO leader has been 
since September in marshal ling inter- 
national support behind the Palestinians, 
such support has yet to move Netanyahu 
on Hebron, or Likud from its colonial am- 
bitions in the West Bank. Should Arafat 
be tempted to resort to unilateral actions 
— such as suspending the Oslo process by 
declaring a Palestinian state — there is no 
guarantee that practical international and 
Arab support would be any more forth- 
coming. On die contrary, Netanyahu 
would be likely to seize on such a “viola- 
tion” as his opportunity to exit from the 
Oslo process. 

Responding on 15 December to Israeli 
accusations that foe PA was stockpiling 
weapons for another round of conmmta- 

tions in foe territories, Arafat said. 

“In September, we lost 80 men 
and 1,500 were injured. Who 
knows what will happen next 
time?” To defer for now the “next 
time”, Arafat has chosen to plough 
on with the negotiations. His prob- 
lem is Palestinians know, 
when ft comes to Likud and settle- 
ments, that negotiations are not 
gnmg to be enough. 
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Mubarak warns 


Compensation 


of ‘grave 


consequences 


DURING a visit to the Sixth of October city on 
Monday, President Hosm Mubarak issued a 


In 


the cnneut stalemate in peace efforts and also 
the establishment of Jewish settlements in 
Occupied Territories. 

“The situation in which we are at present is a 
sad situation. The stalemate gives rise to fear 
and should not be allowed to continue,” 
Mubarak told reporter s . What is needed, he 
said, is Israeli flexibility. “This is not a defence 
of the Palestinians but of regional stability. If 
the stalemate continues, it will have grave 
consequences.” 

Asked about the Israeli government's plan to 
expand Jewish settle me n t s. Mubarak said: 

“This is a very grave matter and is bound to 
complicate die [peace] process.” Mubarak 
described die United States as “the principal 
partner in the peace process and the key to 
peace in the region." Asked about reports 
received by die Arab League indi c a t i ng a 
radioactive leakage from Israel’s Diroona 
reactor in die Negev desert near Sinai, Mubarak 
said: “1 have no sure information about this. 

But if there is a leakage, this will be a grave 
matter and we will then take a position." 
Answering a question whether the food-for-oil 
deal reached by Iraq and the United Nations 
opened the door for an inter-Arab 
reconciliation, Mubarak said: “Reconciliation 
needs time because some Gulf states, such as 
Kuwait, continue to have apprehensions. 
Confide nce-building is required. Iraq also must 
implement all resolutions of the Security 
Council and release the [Kuwaiti] prison crs. 
Other steps are also needed. When all this is 
done, then it will be possible to talk of an Arab 
reconciliation with Iraq.” 



money 

THE WEEKLY newspaper AIAha H,.; 
mouthpiece of the leftist Tagammu 
paity~ha$ agreed to pay novelist 
Tharwat A baza the sum of I£5,0004ft*-- 

court-ordered compensation- The 

newspaper gave its consent after h was 
warned by the court dial its assets copld 
be i mpoun ded for its failure to pay.'-'- 
Abdel-Aal El-Baqomt the newspaper's 
editor-in-chief, cited adminhd tative and 
legal procedures to explain the delay. 

“We are also known as a newspaper 
with resources, but we were 

g tanning to pay anyway,” he said. 

1-Baqpuri said that a court employee .. 
visited the newspaper’s downtown 


impound one of its computcis if it 
failed to pay. The court set 9 January as 
die deadline for payment. 

“Of course we were going to pay, but 
I really regret that fellow newspapers 
a big issue out of nothing in older 
to satisfy Abaza," El-Baqouri said. 

A baza, a member of the Shura Council, 
had filed a lawsuit against Al Ahati for 
publishing an article by journalist Sabh . 
Eissa which the court found to be 
libelous. 


War is no option 


‘Iron lady 9 
stays in Athens 

THE GREEK Supreme Court ordered 
last Thursday that Hbda 
Abdel-Moonm, the so-called iron lady 
who fled Egypt 10 years ago, should 
not be turned over to Egyptian 
authorities, thus quashing a lower 
court's decision to extradite her at 
Cairo’s request 

Egypt had demanded 
Abdel-Moneim’ s extradition to serve a 
three-year imprisonment sentence 
passed against her in absentia for 
issuing a bad cheque for the amount of 
$50,000. But the Egyptian 


“The possibility of war is not on the horizon," ac- 
cording to Osama El-Baz, President Hosni Mubarak's 
top political adviser. Judging by the available military 
info rmati on and data, be said, “neither Israel nor any of 
the Arab countries is considering the option of war now 
or in the near future." 

Speaking at the Judges' Club, El-Baz described Israe- 
li statements that Egypt and Syria were massing troops 
on their borders and preparing for war against Israel as 
“attempts to blackmail the Arabs.” Those who issued 
such statements “are making light of the consequences 
of another war in the region,” be said, adding that at- 
tempts to rally hostile feelings against the Arabs have 
failed, “because Arab leaders have made it dear that 
peace is a strategy rather than just a tactic. Israel can no 
longer justify its going to war against die Arabs.” 

War required certain preparations, El-Baz continued, 
including troop mobilisation, modernisation of the mil- 
itary machin e and expansion of the military budget “In 
this day and age, such preparations are very diffi cult to 
keep a secret,” he said, pointing out that satellite data 
was readily available for most countries, and that since 
Egypt signed a peace treaty with Israel 17 years ago 
“we are able to stay in touch with what is happening in- 
side Israel” 

With more than half of the Israeli people against an- 
other war with foe Arabs, and some Israelis refusing to 
perform their obligatory military service, Israel was 
aware that war would not be easy, El-Baz said. “Even 
the military establishment no longer supports the war 


War is not a current option for any of 
the Middle East's states, and peace is 
the Arabs' strategic objective, 
according to the president’s political 
adviser. Nevine Khalil reports 


option, because the price would be loo high.” 

Asked about Israel's nuclear option, El-Baz replied 
that it remained as a deterrent only, and that foe “polit- 
ical and psychological” consequences of actually using 
a nuclear weapon would mean the payment of “a very 
high price." The world's nuclear powers, especially 
those who are signatories of foe Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty, would have the responsibility to 
check land in such an event, he added. In any case, he 
continued, land’s prox imi ty to its would-be enemies 
would expose it to fellout from a nuclear explosion. 

El-Baz reviewed other outstanding issues between 
Egypt and Israel, including an Israel! investigation of 
the killin g of Egyptian prisoners of war at foe hands of 
the Israelis during the wars of 1956 and 1967. He said 


the Egyptian government had a responsibility to act on 
the Israeli revelations concerning the killings, and that 
Cairo took foe issue “very seriously”. He urged foe Is- 
raeli government to cany out a “fair and honest” in- 
vestigation of foe killings, “primarily so that we know 
the truth, and then we can decide what we will do.” 

El-Baz recalled dial Shimon Peres’ government want- 
ed foe hostile media campaign in Egypt to rad so that 
witnesses would not be intimidated into retracting their 
confessions “for political reasons". “The first phase, the 
investigation, is still under way, because we want to de- 
fine bow much responsibility falls cm individual Israeli 
soldiers for these atrocities, and how far the Israeli stare 
is to blame,” El-Baz said. 

On the question of regional cooperation, El-Baz em- 


phasised that an Arab common market, similar to the 
European Union, was a prerequisite for a Middle East- 
ern market including both the Arab states and IsraeL He 
said that foe Arab summit last June gave priority to an 
Arab market, and if srudies were finish ed by the rad of 
1997. an Arab common market could be set up within 
four years, “an achievement in itself, considering foe 
EU took 40 years," he said. 

El-Baz rejected the argument that Arab regimes are 
too dissimilar and therefore cannot be united, com- 
menting that “common factors like religion, language 
and heritage far outweigh differences.” In foe evolving 
world order, h would be diffi cult for a single country to 
deal with the economic blocs which are expanding by 
the day, be said, “which is why foe Arabs have to form 
a bloc to serve their common interests.” 

Another subject currently under study is the European 
proposal for creating a European Rapid Operation 
Force (HJROFOR) to function south of foe Med- 
iterranean. El-Baz said that Egypt, along with foe other 
states concerned, was looking into the proposal and 
would farm an opinion within foe coming weeks. EU- 
ROFOR, proposed by France, Italy, Spain and Por- 
tugal. will use military units to cany out emergency hu- 
manitarian operations like evacuating foreign civilians 
in a coup d'etat situation, peace-keeping operations in 
war zones and crisis management “Although some be- 
lieve this idea has colonial overtones,” El-Baz said, 
“the initiators are very friendly states and we should 
consider their proposal” 


government’s case against 
Abdel -Moneim was weakened when, 
her defence attorney presented the court 
with documents proving that she had 
paid foe value of foe cheque later. The 
attorney also presented the court with 
other documents showing that 
Abdel-Moneim had made a donation of 
5250,000 to the Greek Orthodox 
Church in Greece. 

In previous hearings, Abdel-Moneim 
claimed that she was Christian and was 
bounded by Egyptian authorities for 
making donations to Egyptian churches. 
Before her escape from Egypt, 
Abdel-Moneim ran a land-developing 
company by foe name of Hedeco. She 
reportedly collected milli ons of pounds 
from the would-be buyers of apartments 
in condominium buildings winch her 
company was constructing. Bat instead 
of delivering foe apartments to foe 
buyers or re-imbursing them, she fled 
foe country .reportedly with the help of 
a hi gh official. 


Disabled students in revolt, 


What constitutes disability? A definition is at the centre of a row over the 
expulsion of 178 students from Ain Shams University. As Reem Leila re- 
ports, the students have staged demonstrations to protest their dismissal 


About 80 disabled students, some in 
wheel ebaira, others on crutches, dem- 
onstrated on tin grounds of Ain Shams 
University to protest their expulsion, along 
with nearly 100 other disabled colleagues, 
by the university's administration. The ad- 
ministration argued that they did not fulfil 
the criteria which would have earned them 
a university place with lower marks than 
foe those required of able-bodied students. 

The expulsions took place despite the feet 
that rrwyhrai examination co mmi ttees had 
determined the students suffered from same 
form of disability before foe start of foe ac- 
ademic year. On foe basis of these findings, 
the students were allowed to enrol in foe 
university. But the Ain Shams administra- 
tion argues that incorrect criteria to de- 
termine disability was applied, and foe de- 
cision to admit foe students was reversed 
three months after the new term began. 

According to Decree 333 of 1992 issued 
by foe Supreme Council of Universities, a 
disabled student is defined as oik who 
cannot depend completely an himself or 
herself, and needs help to attend and fol- 
low university courses. Disabled students 
are allowed to enrol in the faculties of arts, 


VACANCIES 
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ENGLISH TEACHERS ARE NEEDED IN OUR 
BRANCHES. TEACHERS SHOULD BE NATIVE 
SPEAKERS. FOR FUTHER INFORMATION CALL: 
MR. MOSTAFA FATHY TEL:3506272-5844756 


law and commerce in any Egyptian uni- 
versity, provided that foe total aggregate 
of their marks in the secondary school cer- 
tificate is not less than 50 per cent In oth- 
er words, while an able-bodied student is 
required to have a total aggregate of; say, 
60 per cent, to enrol in one of those fa- 
culties, a disabled student can grin admis- 
sion with a lower mark. 

The students demonstrated on Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday, with protesters car- 
rying banners, some emblazoned in red 
ink, pleading with administration to allow 
them to re-enrol. “You have no feelings; 
fear God," said one of the banners. An- 
other read: “Please have mercy on us, our 
families and our future.” 

The Ain Shams University president, 
Abdel- Wahab Abdel-Hafez, responded by 
vowing that be would reinstate the 178 ex- 
pelled students if they were property qual- 
ified for a university place. 

But, according to other senior officials, 
this was unlikely. “I do not believe that this 
could happen,” said Alieddm HUal, sec- 
retary-general of the Supreme Council of 
Universities. “As far as I know, foe ex- 
pelled students do not qualify for a place 
under foe rules. 
These rules should be 
LJP35* followed by all Egyp- 

tian universities” 

The findings of foe 
fTTUTE repeats submitted by 


foe medical examination committees, de- 
fining foe students as disabled, were 
wrong, according to Hassan Ghallab, the 
university's vice-president. “These stu- 
dents do not underhand the official defini- 
tion of disability. Under the decree, a per- 
son who uses a wheelchair or who has bad 
one arm or leg amputated does not qualify 
as disabled,” he said. “A disabled student 
must be either blind or has lost use of both 
arms or both legs. It is only this category 
of students which the decree, and I, con- 
sider disabled.” 

The university administration's mistake 
was not in expelling the students, but in 
doing so three months after the start of the 
academic year, Ghallab said. 

Hamed Shatla, dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine and head of foe medical examina- 
tion committees, steered a middle course. 
He acknowledged that foe students were 
disabled, but added: “They do not suffer 
from severe disability and thus are not en- 
titled by law to enrol in foe university” 

Dalia Mustafa, a first-year student in the 
Faculty of Arts, suffers from a total paraly- 
sis of her right hand and leg. “1 really need 
someone to drive me to foe university,” foe 
said. “And yet, the administration dismisse d 
me because they do not consider me a dis- 
abled person. They lokl me that 1 can use 
my left hand to take down lecture notes. 
They do not understand that 1 can hardly 
use my left hand because it is too weak.” 


Mahmoud Auda, dean of foe Faculty of 
Arts, said foe expellees were “making a 
big fuss about nothing. Most of them are 
either registered, or can be accepted, at 
other faculties or high institutes. They 
have not lost much, only a month and a 
half because they were only admitted on 
foe 16th of last October.” 

The plight of foe students expelled from 
Ain Shams has had precedents at Cairo 
and Alexandria universities, which cited 
the same decree to turn down dozens of 
disabled students at foe beginning of foe 
academic year. 

Many of them demonstrated outside the 
Cairo University campus, blocking traffic 
in the area for hours. 

At Alexandria University, several com- 
plaints were filed with the administration 
by disabled students who had been barred. 
As a result, medical committees were di- 
rected to re-examine them and determine 
whether they met foe legal criteria. “The 
university has accepted about 90 per cent of 
the total number of disabled students who 
applied this year," said Fathi Abou Ayiana, 
the university's vice-president. “The rest 
are not considered as disabled. The student 
whose legs are paralysed or who suffers 
from a severe atrophy of the muscles of his 
hands is not a disabled person.” 

Some of the expelled students have 
threatened to take their universities to 
court. But Anwar Raslan, dean of Cairo 


University’s Faculty of Law, advised 
against it “They will lose,” he said. “The 
medical reports show that they are dis- 
abled, but they do 
not meet foe legal 

criteria of disability.” 
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House 

collapse 

SEVEN brothers and sisters were killed 
along with their grandmother on Monday 
when foe wall of an adjoining budding 
crushed their two-story bouse in foe 
village ofBandar Nasser in foe 
govemorate ofBeni-Swexf south of Cairo. 

The chfldreo, aged between seven and 
14, and foe 60-year-old grandmother 
were sleeping when foe wall of foe 
adjacent and vacant building crumbled, 
levelling their house. The children's 
40-year-old mother was seriously 
wounded. The lather was not home at 
tire time of foe tragedy. Authorities had 
ordered the evacuation of foe house 
several months ago, considering it 
unsafe. 
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The Interior Ministry is unimpressed 
by the demand of a human rights 
activist to strike off the religion 
denomination from identity cards 
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The Interior Ministry is taking in its stride 
a lawsuit filed by a human rights activist 
demanding that foe religion category be 
dropped from new identity cards which foe 
ministry will begin to issue at foe start of 
1997. 

“There are basic data which should be 
included in every identity card and re- 
ligion is one of them,” said Police Maj. 
Gen. Ahmed Busila, bead of foe ministry's 
civil status department 

The lawsuit- was filed with an ad- 
ministrative court by lawyer Mamdouh 


Nakhia, a Copt, contesting die legality of 
Article 33 of the civil status law which 


Article 33 of the civil status law which 
stipulates that a person's religion should 

be listed in his/her identity card. 

Nakhia claimed the procedure under- 
mined national unity and could feel sectar- 
ian strife, but the argument was rejected 
by Busila. “Listing religion in IDs does 
not put restrictions on choosing one's re- 


ligion. There is do persecution or dis- 
crimination involved,” be said. 

Nakhia claims that the current ID format 
is illegal as it contains data that were not 
provided for by a civil status law issued in 
1994 as well as the earlier law of 1964. 
However, an amendment was passed in 
1995. making the listing of religion man- 
datory. 

Before foe passing of this amendment, 
Nakhia said “there was not a single article 
in foe aforementioned laws that stipulated 
that foe religious classification of a person 
should be mentioned in his/her ID." 

But an official at foe civil status office in 
foe Giza district of Agouza said that re- 
ligion was always listed in identity cards 
even before foe 1964 law was passed. 
“There are certain data that we may in- 
clude upon a citizen’s demand but we can- 
not eliminate basic data such as marital 
status, religion or date of birth,” foe of- 


ficial said. 

But Nakhia believes the practice is dis- 
criminatory. “The reason behind this law- 
suit is that all citizens belong to the same 
nation and wc should work to promote 
their peaceful coexistence, regardless of 
their religious classification," he said. 
“Moreover, this practice does not exist in 
any civic state. Religion is mentioned in 
birth certificates only, and not in IDS.” 

Nakhia claims that some people feel dis- 
criminated against when their religious af- 
filiation is disclosed. “Some people fed 
embarrassed when they produce their IDs 
only to find out foal their employer be- 
longs to a different faith” he said. 

But Busila took issue with this claim. “I 
have people who come and say they want 
to add their mother's name to the ID or 
women who ask that their age not be men- 
tioned But nobody asked that his religious 
affiliation be deleted," Busila said. 


A STAMPED APPLICATION FORM HAS TO 
BE SUBMITTED TO THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ZOO WITH THE 
OFFER (200 LE.) AND 2% EITHER CASH 
PAYMENT AS PRIMARY INSURANCE 
COMPLETED TO 10% IN -CASE OF 
ACCEPTING THE OFFER OR A LETTER OF 
UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE ALSO WITH 
THE SAME VALUES. rTS VALIDITY MUST 
NOT BE LESS THAN 3 MONTHS; ALL IN A 
SEALED ENVELOPE. 


AN L/C CAN BE OPENED FOR FOREIGN 
DEALERS, AND HAS TO AUTHORISE AN 
AGENT IN EGYPT CARRYING C/14 CARD 
TO PARTICIPATE AND SUBMIT A LETTER 
OF UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE AS 
MENTIONED BEFORE. 


FOR FUTHER INFORMATION: 
PLEASE CONTACT GIZA ZOO 
TEL:5720314 FAX:202/5727612 




. ■ ■ — W i r ■ ti— ■ II , 

u 5 1 





) 


19-25 December 1996 




Home 3 



(t-r) Defence Minister Tantawi awards Press Syndicate Chairman and AJ-Ahram board chairman and chief-editor, Ibrahim Nafle, the Armed Forces Shield; the Weekly’s defence correspondent Nassar receives the armed forces award for best interview 


DM A CEREMONY organised jointly with (be 
Press Syndicate, the aimed fences this week pre- 
setted its annual, awards for best reporting on de- 
fence issues. The ceremony was held at the Galaa 
Officers Chib in Hdiopolis, and was attended by 
Defence Minister, Field Marshal M ohamad Huss- 
ein Tantawi, Informati on Minister Saftvat B- 
Sheri£ Press Syndicate Chairman Ibrahim Nafie 
and a host of aimed ibices and media personalities, 
including de fen ce correspondents of the various 
press publications, both national and opposition. 
The Defence' and In format ion Ministers ex change d 


Top honours 


fee shields of their respective ministries, while Na- 
fie, in his capacity as Press Syndicate Chairman was 
awarded fee Aimed Forces Shield by Tantawi. 

For fee fourth year t unnin g, Al-Akram Weekly has 
won highest honours. Gakl Nassar, fee Weekly 's de- 
fence correspondent, was awarded fiist prize for the 
best press interview of 1 995-96 for an interview wife 


Defence Minister Field Marshal Mohamed Hussein 
Tantawi in October 1995, on fee eve ofTantawi’s de- 
parture for a visit to the United States. First prize for 
spot coverage went to Al-Akkbar’s Taher Qabil, 
while Mohamed Ali Et-Sayed of Akher Saa mag- 
azine won first prize for the best news feature. The 
photography prize went to AI- Abram's Nour Sobdh. 


Field Marshal Tantawi also awarded Nassar, as fee 
Weekly's representative, a special certificate of merit. 
Addressing the gathering , Maj. Gen. Samir Farag, di- 
rector of fee Morale Department of the aimed forces, 
fee military reporters for keeping Egyptians, 
and Arabs in general, well informed on fee activities 
of fee Defence Ministry and fee aimed forces. The 


coverage of fee Badr-96 military exercise drew 
special praise for “conveying fee message to Egypt 
and other states in fee region that the armed forces 
are in a high state of combat readiness in order to 
protect our land and fee notional security." 

Farag added that the Defence Ministry’s In- 
formation Department had taken giant strides for- 
ward by opening an audio-visual centre and a 
new printing press, and feat several journalists 
had enrolled at the National Defence College of 
the Nasser Military Academy for advanced de- 
fence and national security studies. 


Alarm sounded about normalisation’s spies 


The confessions of Emad Ismail, an Egyp- 
tian arrest e d on charges of spying for ls- 
rael, have brought to fight what is believed 
to be anew Israeli espionage strategy, spe- 
cially evolved for peace time. Ismail ad- 
mitted feat fee Israeli intelligence service, 
Mossad, requested him to provide in- 
formation on factories, workers and pro- 
duction at fee industrial 10th of Ramadan 
City, fee public sector companies feat are 
being put up fer- privatisation and fee con- 
ditions of Egyptians working in Arab 
countries. - 

In doing so, Israel appeared to be taking 
advantage of fee climate of peace and mis- 
using legitimate channels for normalising 
relations for espionage purposes. Israeli 
agents cross the border into Egypt legally 
and under fee legitimate cover of jobt in 
forms or factories, they gather infor mati on 
about Egypt’s new industrial cities, infra- 
structure, businessmen and business ven- 
tures. But according to Egyptian anti- 
espionage sources, ihoso suspected of en- 
gaging in such activities are kept under 
close watch . by fee. Egyptian, security au- 
thorities. • 

Ismail was arrested along wife. Azzam 
Azzam, an Israeli Arab. Ismail owned a 
textile factory which was on the verge of. 
bankruptcy and closure. According to a 
senior security source, Azzam arrived in 
Egypt hi the company of an Israeli busi- 


nessman, who offered to boil Ismail out 
Temnil and fee businessman became part- 
ners, .with Taman practically turning over 
the factory to his Israeli associate. A joint 
v e n t u re for exporting jeans to Europe was 
launched under the name of Tevron. Az- 
zam worked as a ter-Tmteian hi fee factory 
and became aclose friend of IsnuuTs. 

Through their association, which in- 
cluded excursions to Israel, Azzam soon 
realised feat Ismail was ready to do any- 
tiring in order toget money for his factory. 
At tins point, Azzam revealed his identity 
as a Mossad agent and managed to enlist 
Ismail’s services. 

According to the Egyptian security 
source, the type of information requested 
from Ismail reflected "Israel’s ambition to 
gam economic hegemony over fee region 
through fee setting up and manipulatian of 
a Middle Eastern common market” In or- 
der to control this market, Israel sought to 
build up a socio-political database, par- 
ticularly concerning Egypt, which it 
as.a rival injury regional arrangement, -t.) C. 
■ The ‘Tevron operation' was known to 
the Egyptian security authorities from its 
veay beginning, tire source said, and re- 
mained under its control. Taman and Az- 
zam were kept under snrvcfflance Which 
proved, beyond any shadow of a doubt, 
the sources asserts, feat they were spying 
fmlsraeL Their axrest was perfectly legal. 


Israeli intelligence activities in Egypt are now 
targeting the country's economic, and not just 
defence, capabilities, writes Galal Nassar after 
looking into the investigation files of the latest 
Israeli spy cases and talking to intelligence experts 


the source added. The two confessed that 
Ismail was being provided with the eqmp- 
ment and funds necessary for renovating 
his factory in return for supplying Israel 
with information. 

Security reports are sounding the alarm 
about fee presence in Egypt of dozens of 
Israeli companies, some of which have be- 
come involved in joint ventures whh Egyp- 
tian companies or have providedfeem with . 
finance. -Some of fee jtaa^.-cxnnpajries 
prefer to make a quick profit, at fee ex- 
pense. of ■Egyptian economy and the Egyp- 
tiamtopi^yer, and then bead back borne. 
Marf^Songfee staff of those Israeli com- 
pamesSxre agents for Mossad or Shin Bet, 
IsraeTs internal security apparatus, Egyp- 
tian security sources charge. 

Before the arrest of Azzam, an Israeli in- 
telligence officer, whose name has been 
withheld, was expelled from Egypt fin- 


spying and banned from re-entering fee 
country. This officer, sources say, acred to 
min die good name of Egyptian furniture 
exports to Europe, sources say. 

Security sources refer also to the case of 
an American businesswoman, who, the 
sources say worked fin- Shin Bet They be- 
lieve that she acted to deliberately under- 
mine fee interests of Egyptian business- 
men and succeeded in causing a number of 
them heavy losses. One of these busmess- 
: men is Mabmond EtShennawi, a member 
1 'offer Shura Council, who was cheated out 
of sums of LE250.000 and 535,000 by this 
woman, in transactions which turned out 
to be bogus, the sources say. A letter prov- 
ing this woman's Shin Bet connection was 
found in her possession, the sources say. 

According to security sources, Israel be- 
gan using Israeli- Arabs in espionage after 
other nationals encountered difficulty in 


g a the rin g information. Israeli -Arabs, it was 
thought, would find it easier to infiltrate 
Arab societies. This shift in Israeli strategy 
could be traced to a “confrontation” that 1 
took place recently between an Israeli busi- 
nesswoman, who is a frequent visitor to 
Cairo, and the Ministry of Education. This 
wo man offered to provide the ministry 
with Israeli-made computers and computer 
programmes in an app a rent attempt to in- 
filtrate the Egyptian education system as a 
first step towards other inroads. The offer 
was promptly turned down. 

On the basis of these repeated Israeli in- 
filtration attempts, many of which have 
not been publicised, the security author- 
ities have listed various categories of 
agents who could pose as employees of 
major companies and factories. There are 
agents who seek to recruit Egyptians to 
work for Israel, others who gather in- 
formation and yet others bent on sub- 
verting the factory or project that employs 
them. There are also information analysts, 
rumour mongers and industrial spies pos- 
ing as businessmen or marketing experts. 

The security authorities have also 
warned the country's major companies 
against Israeli threats, which include at- 
tempts to obstruct and sabotage Egyptian 
industries and markets, arid to turn the 
Egyptian market into a satellite to Israel’s 
economy. 


There is yet another pattern to Israel's 
peace time economic espionage, according 
to security sources. They cite various oc- 
casions in which Israel is said to have pi- 
rated Egyptian products and ideas. Not 
only are the designs of Egyptian carpets, 
furniture and even underwear pirated, but 
any successful Egyptian project or idea is 
“borrowed" and an imitation rival 
launched, security sources say. When 
Egypt disclosed plans for a Disneyland in 
Alexandria, Israel announced similar plans 
for H aifa. When Cairo began building the 
‘Hollywood of fee Middle East', Israel 
said it would establish a major cinema- 
production city. When Cairo spoke of a 
Riviera along fee Red Sea coast, Israel an- 
nounced a similar project at Eilat, security 
sources say. 

The latest theft of an Egyptian idea, ac- 
cording to these sources, involved a pro- 
ject for golf courses, a plan which would 
attract thousands of visitors and net mil- 
lions of dollars in revenue. Marking the in- 
troduction of golf tourism to tins country, 
the courses are planned to cover 200 fed- 
dans along the Ismailia highway northeast 
of Cairo and will be surrounded by 520 
villas for visitors' accommodation. But no 
soraer was the announcement made in 
Cairo, than Israel said it was establishing 
golf courses at Ashkelon and Caesaria, 
north of Tel Aviv. 



Accusations of corruption levelled by an Arabio-language weekly magazine against a 
top Television official are expected to result in his dismissal. Khated Dawoud reports 


tioa has triggered achamreactian tort may oc& Mam- azine's Deputy Chief Editor Add Hammouda, ac- worth LE482,000 from a wealthy Arab Gulf notable. 
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The last thing Hammouda app a rently expected was 
that this official would respond by fifing a complaint 
wife prosecution authorities accusing Hammouda of 
libd and then admitting that he had indeed received 
tiw car from the rid) Arab. 

El-Leithi, an mfim-wriat manager at Egyptian 
Television, runs a department with a multi- 
mfibon-poimd budget for producing television 
series, video clips and other entertainment pro- 
grammes. In his complaint to fee prosecutor, he 
defended his having received a car from fee 
Arab notable. He claimed, and provided docu- 
ments to prove the claim, that he was given the 
car in fee form of a gift in return for writing the 
script of a 30-episode television series for the 
MB& satellite channel, owned by the brother of 
Saudi Arabian Sheflch Abdel- Aziz Ibrahim Al- 
Brahnn. El-Leithi also alleged that Hammouda 
published fee report after the production sector 
refused to buy two ofiris books to turn them into 
television series. 

El-Leithi, originally a script-writer for same of 
the most well-known Egyptian films produced 
in fee 1960s and ’70s, stopped writing after he 
took over his post at Egyptian Television. More 
im p ort a nt, the price allegedly paid in return for 
writing the script of the series, titled Freedom 
Apartment , was extremely high by Egyptian 
standards. Accenting to reports in the Arabic- 
language press, the highest paid script-writers in 
Egypt at present, such as Osama Anwar Okasba 
and Wahid Named, do not get more than 
LE4.000 for each episode (hey write for Egyp- 
tian Television or the mushrooming satellite 
channels, mostly owned by Saudi entrepreneurs. 
Titus, even if El-Leithi got double the average 
price, that would still not add up to fee value of 


In Ins original report, Hammouda said that be 
spoke chi tiie telephone to fee unnamed official 
[EJ-Lerthi], who confirmed that be received the 
car but said that, although its licence carried his 
name, it was for the use of the Saudi sheikh dur- 
ing his visits to Egypt According to Ham- 
mouda, nothing at the time was said about the 
script El-Leithi allegedly wrote for the satellite 
channel. 

The reason cited by Hammouda for El-Lei thi's 
expensive present is that be took no action 
B flaiTwf attractive television actress Sherinc Seif 
Et-Nasr who foiled to show up for the shooting 
of an Egyptian Television series due to her in- 
volvement in an affair wife the Saudi sheikh. 
Seif El-Nasr’s mother subsequently announced 
itw** hear <fa»ghter was married to the Saudi 
«hgjfrh and thm they were together on their hon- 
eymoon. 

But, according to Hammouda. the honeymoon 
had s ta rted long before it was announced to the 
public. Questioned by the prosecutor last week, 
Hanwwmfa pJafnwt that Seif El-Nasr’s failure 
to show up bad cost the production sector no less 
than LE150.000 for constructing locations that 
were not used and tailoring clothes for the ac- 
tress. 

Hammouda aim alleged that El-Leithi, who is 
said to wield strong influence on dozens of mi- 
nor actresses working for Egyptian Television, 
helped in organising parties to entertain the 


sbrikh and his friends during their visits to Egypt. 

Information Minister Safwat El-Sherif has referred 
fee whole affair for investigation by the ad- 
ministrative prosecutor — a department charged with 
investigating government officials suspected of 
wrong-doing. El-Sherif also brought to an end ru- 
mours feat El-Leithi was a candidate to head the board 
of trustees of the Egyptian Radio and Television Un- 
ion. He appointed Abdel-Rahman Hafez, the head of 
another sector in Egyptian Television, to fill this post 
which had become vacant following the transfer to an- 
other post of Amin BassiounL Sources at the In- 
formation Ministry told Al-Ahram Weekly there was a 
great possibility feat El-Leithi would not be given an- 
other post, even if fee administrative prosecutor's in- 
vestigation proved his innocence. 

In the complaint filed ngwm<d H ammo uda, El-Leithi 
denied that he did favours for Seif El-Nasr, insisting 
that be had ordered an investigation of her failure to 
show up for fee shooting. He said she was immedi- 
ately replaced by another actress and quoted Seif El- 
Nasr as telling officials that she had to travel abroad 
for surgery on her leg. 

Despite repeated attempts by the Weekly, El-Leithi 
could not be reached for comment. Hammouda, for 
his part, had a long queue of journalists seeking more 
information about the scandal and its consequences. 

“There is nothing personal between me and El- 
Leithi,” Hammouda told the Weekly in response to a 
question whether fee publication of the Rose El- 
Youssef report was related to the fact feat El-Leithi 
was a candidate for the top post at fee Radio and Tele- 
vision Union. “He [El-Leithi] was fee one who turned 
the matter into a big case and a matter of concern to 
public opinion by going to fee prosecutor-general and 
complaining against me. That was the surprising de- 
velopment.” 

Hammouda almost lost his temper when he was 
asked the oft-made question why be targeted El-Leithi 
although rumours about the corrupt practices of other 
officials were making the rounds. “I am a journalist 
and 1 p ublish fee information that is available to me," 
he said. "Get me authentic documents proving the cor- 
ruption of any official and I will publish them. So, the 
question of why this one and not the other should not 
be asked. There is a kit of talk and rumours but what 
counts are the documents and the evidence.” 

In the case of El-Leithi, Hammouda said, he had a 
strong piece of evidence: a receipt from the company 
feat sold the car stating feat it received its value from 


feat sold die car stating feat it received its value from 
the Saudi sheikh and that it was a “present” to El- 
Leithi, so that it could be registered in his name. Ham- 
mouda also said that because of El-Leithi's influential 
media post, die affair gained greater public attention 
than other corruption cases revealed in the past by the 
magazine, although bigger amounts of money were 
involved in those cases. 

Hammouda argued feat even if it was true that El- 
Leithi received the car in return for writing the script 
for die satellite channel, “bow could we accept feat 
the bead of such an important sector in Egyptian Tele- 
vision work for 8 rival company? Maybe dus will pro- 
vide an answer to the question of why Egyptian Tele- 
vision lags behind while other Arab television 
channels are advancing.” 


Edited by Wadie Kirolos 
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No light at 
tunnel’s end 


It has become increasingly evident Oat die 
US and Israel are opposed to a prominent 
and effective Egyptian role in support of 
the Palestinians. This opposition aims at 
die elimination of the Egyptian role and 
Egypt's isolation to serve US-Israeli inter- 
ests. Don Gold, the political adviser to die 
Israeli prime minister, explained the op- 
position to Egypt's intervention in support 
of the Palestinians by staling that it would 
further complicate matters and would not 
help bring about a settlement 

Israel’s opposition to Egypt’s role has 
been the reason why Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Mousa did not make his 
planned visit to Israel. Last Monday, there 
was talk in Israel about a prospective visit 
by Don Gold to Egypt to discuss the ob- 
stacles to the peace proccp with Egyptian 
officials. Mohamed Bassiouni, the Egyp- 
tian ambassador in Tel Aviv, however, 
told AI Ahram Weekly that no one had 
contacted him regarding Gold’s visit, but 
confirmed that Yitzhak Moid e c h ai, Is- 
rael’s minister of defence, would be vis- 
iting Egypt next week to meet with Pres- 
ident Mubarak. The visit is in no way 
related to the two countries’ bilateral re- 
lations, but will focus on the means to 
push forward the staggering peace pro- 
cess, 

Mordechai is one of three members in 
the Israeli official committee entrusted 
with the follow-up of the peace nego- 
tiations. The other two members are the 
prime mini ster and the foreign minister of 
Israel. David Levy, the Israeli foreign 
minister, also will visit Amman on Thurs- 
day for talks with top Jordanian officials 
and King Hussein regarding developments 
in the peace process. The visit to Amman 
takes place only a few days after the visit 
of Jordon's information minister, Marwan 


AI-Moashar, to Israel for faflns with Israeli 
officials. The intensification of visits by 
Israeli officials to Arab countries is meant 
to give the impression that Israel is eager 
to pursue the peace process. These visits 
attempt to provide explanations and jus- 
tifications for Israel's recent settlement 
measures which are seen in Arab countries 
as signs of a deterioration of the peace 
process. 

The latest Israeli moves are regarded by 
the Palestinians as new attempts to evade 
Israel’s commitments under the peace 
agreements. Israel is contenting itself with 
a mere “pifotic relations" approach which 
Israeli Prime Minister Bmyamin Ne- 
tanyahu has been orchestrating since he 
came to power. The acceptance by Arab 
countries of visits Gram Israeli officials re- 
flects the current dilemma in Arab-Israeli 
relations. The intensification of US pres- 
sure is also directed toward creating the 
impression that there are signs of peace 
despite Israel’s evasion and pro- 

g pisnnati Qfi. 

US pressures led Arafat last week to 
agree to meet with a special envoy of Ne- 
tanyahu and Danny Naveh, the in- 
formation director of the Israeli govern- 
ment. The meeting took place even before 
the outrage over Netanyahu’s decision to 
encourage the expansion of settlements in 
the occupied Palestinian land had sub- 
sided. Worse still, it fell on the very day 
Netanyahu declared that Palestinian ele- 
ments had been fomenting violence 
against Israel 

According to Nabil Abu Rdena, the 
spokesman for Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader came under pressure from the two 
Israeli officials during the meeting held 
last Sunday evening in his office in Gaza. 
He reluctantly agreed to speak to Ne- 


Despite initiatives and 
meetings between Pal- 
estinians and Israelis, 
Palestinian-lsraeli re- 
lations are at their worst 
Tarek Hassan reports 
from Gaza 


tanyahu on the phone. 

While the US and Israel are jointly ex- 
ercising pressure for Arafat to meet with 
■ Netanyahu, they are at the same time joint- 
ly manoeuvring to obstruct Amr Mousa’s 
visit to Israel. This smacks of a pre- 
meditated plan to marginalise Egypt's role 
in support of the Palestinians. The US has 
dispatched an official invitation to Arafat 
and Netanyahu to hold a summit, cl aiming 
that such a summit is held, the out- 
standing problems regarding Hebron could 
not be solved. 

The Palestinians feel that their relations 
with Israel are locked in a vicious circle. 
The peace process has become virtually 
stalled while the Israeli government is 
steadily pursuing its goals as the crisis rag- 
es on. 

Ahmed Qurei, the Chairman of the Pal- 
estinian Legislative Council, notes feat the 
US is only required to force Israel to hon- 
our its commitments under the peace 
agreements. Other officials, however, re- 
gard the US call on Arafat and Netanyahu 
to meet as a way to circumvent the current 
crisis. But than is no certainty that such a 
meeting would lead to the implementation 
of the agreement on Hebron, or other mat- 
tes deferred from the transitional stage, or 
the determination of a date for the re- 
sumption of negotiations for the final set- 
tlement 

On Monday evening, meetings began be- 
tween Saib Uraykat the Palestinian min- 
ister of local government, and Netanyahu's 
special envoy in the occupied section of 
Jerusalem. A prominent Palestinian of- 
ficial explained that nothing has been 
achieved at these meetings. So for, they 
have dealt solely with the establishment of 
a mechanism to resume negotiations on 
Hebron and other outstanding issues. 



Udai (left) in a posed photo with lather, Saddam and brother, QusaL Baghdad released this photo on 13 December, fol- 
lowing the attempt to assassinate Udai, currently recovering from his injuries Ipftofo: Reuters) 


Who did it? 


CONFUSION continues to surround the failed assassination 
attempt that took place last week against Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein's eldest son, Udai, as several organisations are 
suspected of carrying out the attack. As Iraq resumes its oil 
exports this week for the first time in six years under the UN 
food-foT-oO plan, an outlawed Iraqi Shiite Muslim party, Al- 
Da’wa Al-Islamiya, was the first to claim responsibility for 
the assassination attempt. 

The statement, issued Saturday, said that Udai had been 
targeted to ‘‘take revenge for the martyrs of Islam and to re- 
mind public opinion of the suffering of our people, victims 
of Saddam's gang." Al-Da’wa Party is the oldest Shiite Mus- 
lim party in the Iraqi opposition. It is part of the Teheran- 
based Iraqi Joint National Action Committee, an alliance of 
opposition groups that includes the Kurdistan Iraqi Front, the 
Supreme Council of the Islamic Revolution, the Movement 
of the Iraqi Mujahedin and the Islamic Movement in Iraq. 

The Shiite opposition is particularly acme in southern Iraq, 
where Saddam's Sunni government has launched regular 
campaigns of repression against the Shiite population, in re- 


taliation for their failed uprisings in 1991, in the aftermath of 
the Gulf War. This claim of responsibility, however, has not 
stopped the quest for other suspects. Former Iraqi In- 
telligence Chief Wafiq Samarrai said on Monday that he sus- 
pected the United Democratic Front of Baath dissidents. 
Adding to the confusion, a Kuwaiti newspaper reported that 
a member of the Dulaimi clan claimed that his tribe was re- 
sponsible for the attack in a bid to avenge the murder of one 
of its members. 

Udai. one of Saddam's most trusted aides, was attacked 
while driving his car in the wealthy Al-Mansour district of 
Baghdad. He was rushed to hospital, reportedly only ‘slightly 
wounded' but, while opposition groups claim he is seriously 
wounded, his actual condition remains unclear. He is re- 
garded as a flamboyant and influential figure in Iraq's com- 
plex clan politics. He unofficially runs the trade and in- 
formation ministries and controls a large media network and 
business empire that includes Iraq's Youth Radio and the Ba- 
hel newspaper. He has reportedly been the target of at least 
two other assassination attempts since the Gulf War. 


Clashes threaten 

Border tensions heat up as Lebanon seeks reconstruction 

funding reports ZeinaKHodr from Beirut 


On the eve of an American-sponsored con- 
ference, designed to attract money to fund 
Lebanon's reconstruction, violence flared 
in southern Lebanon. The upsurge in fight- 
ing between Israeli occupying forces and 
resistance guerrillas clouds Lebanon’s im- 
age. at a time when h is important to prove 
to the international community that the na- 
tion has made significant advances toward 
restoring security and economic stability 
following 15 years of civil war and is, 
therefore, entitled to political and financial 
support. 

Last week, for the first time since die 
April cease-fire understanding was 
reached, Israel claimed that three Kat- 
yusha rockets fired from the village of 
Qlaileh in southern Lebanon slammed into 
the western Galiliee region in northern Is- 
rael 

Hizbullah, the group spearheading the 
resistance guerrilla movement to oust Is- 
raeli soldiers from a zone they occupy in 
South Lebanon, denied launching the 
rockets. “If we launched the rockets we 
would have claimed responsibility,” said 
Sheikh Naem Kassem, foe deputy sec- 
retary-general of Hizbullah, “but the 
present time is not propitious for such at- 
tacks.” 


Three Pales tinian groups in Lebanon 
who oppose foe peace process also denied 
carrying out the attacks. 

The head of Hizbullah’s political bu- 
reau, Deputy Mohamed Raad, claimed: 
“The mystery behind the Katyusha rocket 
attacks shows Israeli intentions. Israel may 
be using this as an excuse to Launch at- 
tacks against Lebanon as well as tarnish its 
image abroad during the W ashing ton con- 
ference.” 

Lebanon hopes to persuade donor na- 
tions attending the “Friends of Lebanon" 
conference in Washington this week to 
provide loans and grants worth $5 billion 
over a five-year period to finance 31 infra- 
structure and development projects. The 
conference is part of foe April under- 
standing, aimed at helping Lebanon re- 
build what was destroyed during Israel’s 
military attack, dubbed “Operation Grapes 
of Wrath.” 

The cease-fire, which ended a 17-day Is- 
raeli onslaught against Lebanon that killed 
nearly 200 Lebanese civilians, mainly 
women and children, banned all attacks on 
and from civilian areas. 

Since the accord was reached, Hiz- 
bullah, which often fired Katyusha rockets 
into northern Israel to retaliate against Is- 


raeli bombardment and foe wounding of 
civilians, has refrained from such attacks. 

While die origin of last week’s rocket at- 
tack re mains a mystery, Israel called for a 
meeting of die five-nation cease-fire mon- 
itoring group, set up after the April under- 
standing to observe the truce, to look into 
its complaint dial foe accord was breached. 

Only one day before the reported Kat- 
yusha attack, foe group accused Israel of 
injuring six Lebanese guerrillas on De- 
cember 7, when its forces shelled foe vil- 
lages of KJar TIbnit and Nabatiyeh Al- 
Fawqa, situated just north of Israel's secur- 
ity zone. 

After three days of meetings and in- 
vestigations into the violence, foe group — 
which includes representatives from the 
US, France, Lebanon, Syria and Israel — 
criticised die bombardment The five na- 
tions had conducted a field inspection at 
foe scene of the attacks and collected ev- 
idence, which contradicted Israeli claims 
that HizhnllAh resistance guerrillas had 
fired from Kfor Tibrtit, provoking the re- 
taliatory fire. 

Israel reported that a Sagger missile was 
launched from Kfer Tib nit and that Israeli 
troops in the zone fired back in self- 
defense. Lebanon insisted that Hizbullah 


did not violate foe terms of the April truce 
as the agreement does not bar resistance 
attacks against Israeli occupying forces in 
Israel’s border enclave in foe south. Re- 
sistance guerrillas detonated a roadside 
bomb last week that targeted a military pa- 
trol in the occupied zone, kilting two Israe- 
li soldiers and prompting Israeli shelling. 

The monitoring committee also ac- 
knowledged that Israel used a fiechette 
shell — an internationally banned weapon 
that sprays hundreds of darts on impact to 
maximise casualties — in its attack. 

This is foe third time in two months that 
foe group questioned Israel’s attacks on 
southern Lebanese villages and foe 
wounding of civilians. Hizbullah, how- 
ever, was dissatisfied with foe outcome of 
the monitoring group’s meeting. Ac- 
cording to Hizbullah Deputy Mohammed 
Fneish, meetings are not sufficient “Israe- 
li violations of the April truce should stop. 
Lebanese civilians should be protected,” 
he said. “The committee’s statements do 
not compensate for Israeli aggressions 
against Lebanese civilians." 

The group faces problems because de- 
cisions must be agreed upon unanimously. 
“The group cannot condom brad's viola- 
tions of the April understanding because 


its decisions must receive unanimous 
backing from all five members, and that 
includes Israel” Jean Michel Gaussot 
France’s representative and foe group's 
current chairman said earlier this month. 
“This is foe reason we cannot do what 
Lebanon wants, which is to condemn Is- 
rael for breaching foe agreement," 

Clearly backing Lebanon, Gaussot fur- 
ther explained that the security situation in 
the south will not improve as long as Israe- 
li occupation continues. “Israel's occupa- 
tion of Lebanese land provokes resistance 
attacks, which is a natural response. The 
committee’s task is not to halt these re- 
sistance operations. We are here to protect 
civilians, particularly foe southerners who 
have suffered a lot.” 

The latest violence coincides with an in- 
crease in foe number of militiamen de- 
fecting to Lebanon from Israel’s proxy mi- 
litia. Earlier this month, two brothers, 
Majed and Suleiman Hemeyed, escaped 
from Israel’s occupation zone and de- 
fected to HuhaUah. 

According to Attafiah Brahim, a Hiz- 
bullah official four Israeli-allied mi- 
litiamen have defected to Hizbullah during 
the past three months. “They are being en- 
couraged by those who have already de- 


fected. We are continuously broadcasting 
messages to these recruits, who are dis- 
illusioned and unaware of their future. We 
are wanting them that Israel will not assist 
them after a peace treaty is reached,” he 
said at a press conference. 

In fact, both brothers told re por t ers that 
they made their decision to escape after 
Aii Ghassham’s defection to Hizbullah 
last November. “We were Irving in bell 
and now we are in heaven,” said 23-year- 
old Majed. Majed and his brother Sulei- 
man were forced to serve in the militia. 
“Israeli forces do not trust the members of 
their militia. They are always suspicious 
of us. We were never even allowed to be 
□ear an Israeli soldier ” he said. 

Israel’s air raids on suspected guerrilla 
targets in foe western Bekaa Valley over 
the weekend and the continuous clashes in 
foe occupied zone are not positive signs 
for Lebanon. The government here has 
been working hard to convince the world 
of Lebanon’s stability and encourage out- 
siders to invest and provide the needed 
money to continue necessary re- 
construction. 

The deteriorating security situation in- 
dicates that stability will not prevail unless 
Israeli forces withdraw from the south in 
compliance with UN Resolution 425. 
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Stalled referendum 

As the Western Sahara referendum remains stalled for the fifth year running, the tide is turning 
in favour of Morocco, reports Samia Nkrumah 


Over the past few weeks, there 
have been indications of im- 
proved ties between Morocco 
and Algeria. It is hardly a mat- 
ter of coincidence dot such 
signs are emerging at a time 
when tensions are dropping be- 
tween the two neighbours over 
Algeria's support of the Po- 
lisario Front m its 20-year-long 
dispute with Morocco over the 
Western Sahara. 

Significantly, the impact of 
foe Western Sahara dispute is 
most felt in die relations be- 
tween the member states of the 
Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) 
comprised of Algeria, Libya, 
Mauritania, Morocco and Tu- 
nisia. One of the most prom- 
ising sub-regional economic 
groupings in the Arab world 
when it was created in 1989, 
foe AMU had its activities cur- 
tailed mainly by disputes be- 
tween its two core members, 
Morocco and Algeria. Just over 
a year ago, when Algeria took 
over the presidency of the 
AMU, Morocco requested that 
foe union’s activities be frozen. 

Even after diplomatic re- 
lations were restored between 
foe two neighbours in 1988, re- 
lations remained strained. Each 
country accused the other of 
su p port in g its political op- 
pements and interfering in the 
other’s internal affairs. Mo- 
rocco blamed Algeria for 
adopting a conflicting stance to 
its own on the Western Sahara 
at foe UN and Algeria accused 
Morocco of foiling to rein in 
foe Algerian Islamic militants 

who take refuge in Morocco. 

Hassan Abdel Khaiek, a Mo- 
roccan specialist in Maghreb 
affairs with Al-Atam, a news- 
paper affiliated to the opposi- 
tion Istiqlal Party, commented 
on foe recent improvement in 
Algerian-Moroccan relations. 
He says foal foe thaw first be- 
came apparent when King Has- 


san II and President Li amine 
Zeroual exchanged messages 
of congratulations on the occa- 
sion of their respective in- 
dependence anniversaries ear- 
lier in the year. Also, last 
month, Moroccan and Algerian 
energy ministers met in Rabat 
with other AMU ministers to 
inaugurate foe organisation’s 
gas pipeline project running 
from Algeria to Europe via 
Morocco. 

Besides prospects of a re- 
vived AMU in foe coming 
year, there also have been re- 
cent high-level bilateral con- 
tacts between Morocco and Al- 
geria. The interior ministers of 
both countries met in Rabat 
earlier this mouth to discuss bi- 
lateral relations and security is- 
sues. Reliable sources say that 
this may be a prelude to an Al- 
gerian-Moroccan summit. 
There is also speculation that 
efforts are being made to per- 
suade Morocco to attend an 
AMU summit in Algiers at a 
yet to be confirmed date before 
Algeria relinquishes the AMU 
rotating presidency at the end 
of the year. 

This rapprochement comes 
at a time when domestic con- 
cerns have diverted Algeria’s 
attention from the issue of the 
Western Sahara. The Algerian 
regime's preoccupation with 
constitutional changes in its 
ongoing attempts to overcome 
Islamic militants is chipping 
away at the country's commit- 
ment to foe Polisario and its 
self-proclaimed Sahrawi Arab 
Democratic Republic (SADR). 

Improved tics between Mo- 
rocco and Algeria reflect just 
one of foe developments on foe 
ground that bode ill for Po- 
lisario. The last five years have 
seen major changes in the for- 
tunes of foe main protagonists 
in foe dispute over the 270,000 
sq km of desert land bordering 


Morocco, Algeria and Mau- 
ritania. 

Morocco already controls 
two-thirds of foe disputed ter- 
ritory since its successful 
Green March saw 350,000 Mo- 
roccans advance into the West- 
ern Sahara in 1975. Since then, 
Morocco has invested heavily 
into foe territory under its con- 
trol. This autumn, the Mo- 
roccan government announced 
an investment package of 
around S23 million in foe 
Western Sahara provinces to 
provide thousands of Sahrawi 
university graduates with fends 
to start small and medium size 
businesses. 

Even Polisario admits the 
changes. “New roads, ports and 
buildings were constructed and 
social services provided to the 
inhabitants of the camps in the 
Moroccan-controlled areas,” 
says Al-Salit D'cbi YousscC, 
ambassador of SADR in Al- 
giers. He nonetheless maintainc 
that “a major population trans- 
fer took place by force" over 
the years to consolidate Mo- 
rocco's claim over the ter- 
ritory. 

The contested territory ad- 
ministered by Polisario com- 
prises mostly camps in the 
southeast of Algeria where Lens 
of thousands of refugees con- 
tinue to bottle harsh weather 
and _ living conditions. Ac- 
cording to Polisario officials, 
around 160,000 inhabitants are 
dependent on humanitarian as- 
sistance from foe office of foe 
UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), the Eu- 
ropean Union and Algeria. 

Little wonder that there have 
been a number of Polisario de- 
fections over foe years. Ac- 
cording to Hassan Abdel Kha- 
iek, “around 8,000 Sahrawis 
returned to Morocco since foe 
late eighties, including Po- 
lisario 's Foreign Minister Ib- 


rahim Al-H aki m and other 
prominent figures in the move- 
ment" 

In his speech on 6 November 
this year to commemorate foe 

anniversary of the Moroccan- 
led Green March, King Hassan 
U reiterated Morocco's claim 
to foe Western Sahara. The 
monarch pointed out that it 
was Polisario who had re- 
quested the Rabat meeting held 
last September between Mo- 
roccan Crown Prince Sidi Ah- 
med, Moroccan Interior Min- 
ister Idriss AJ-Bassari and 
Polisario representatives. How- 
ever, Morocco made the meet- 
ing conditional on the exclu- 
sion of foe issues of 
“separation or independence” 
from the talks. 

The Moroccan political op- 
position is as strongly opposed 
to foe Sahara's separation as 
the government. Abdel Khaiek 
said, “We only recognise the 
UN referendum as a means to 
settle the matter. Morocco 
does not regard Polisario as a 
conflicting party but as fellow 
Moroccans who have lost their 
way and we tiy to convince 
them to return." Un- 
surprisingly, the two-day talks 
did not address the obstacles 
hindering the identification 
process of the voters who will 
participate in the referendum. 

Till today the referendum to 
which Morocco and Polisario 
agreed under the 1991 UN set- 
tlement plan to determine if 
Sahrawis will be integrated 
into Morocco, remains a dis- 
tant possibility. Differences be- 
tween Morocco and the Po- 
lisario over who constitutes an 
eligible voter finally led foe 
UN, which was already con- 
strained by lack of funds, to 
suspend altogether foe voter 
identification process last May. 

Polisario considers foe 1974 
census, taken before Spain 


withdrew from the territory and 
the Green March, as the true re- 
flection of eligibility. However, 
foe UN expanded foe criteria 
for eligibility to include people 
whose fathers were bom in the 
disputed territory and others 
with Sahrawi family ties. This 
coincided with Morocco’s posi- 
tion because it ensures that 
Sahrawis living outside the ter- 
ritory at the time of the Spanish 
census will be included. 

Consequently, so for, Po- 
lisario has submitted only 
60,000 applications, while Mo- 
rocco has submitted over 
150,000. As expected, Po- 
lisario, which charges that Mo- 
rocco included applicants with 
questionable ties to the dis- 
puted territory, has raised ob- 
jections about foe fairness of 
the identification process. If a 
referendum is carried out today 
based on the total number of 
applicants submitted by Mo- 
rocco and the Polisario, foe 
outcome would favour in- 
tegration of the disputed ter- 
ritory into Morocco. 

Meanwhile, Polisario’s sup- 
port is dwindling. In foe post- 
Cold War era it lost the back- 
ing of Eastern Europe amr) ear- 
lier that of Libya in 1984, and 
now it is uncertain how long 
the movement can depend on 
Algeria for support 

In contrast, Moroccan dip- 
lomatic activity appears to 
have paid off. A growing num- 
ber of African states have 
edged closer to foe Moroccan 
position, including South Af- 
rica, which refrained from rec- 
ognising SADR, and B urin™ 
Faso, which was formerly a Po- 
lisario stronghold. This is a far 
cry from 1984, when Morocco 
withdrew from foe Organ- 
isation of African Unity in 
protest over SADR’s admis- 
sion to foe African organ- 
isation. 
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I d spile ofthe perpetual 'refrain of Is- 
racl’s crushing yictoriea,its astounding ■ 
^«wif)TTrie p rQgyepg and its griwring mil- 
itary prowess, the Israeli people have a 
profound sense of what foe Israeli historian 
Jacob Tahn cwhas called “the impotence of 
victory.” Israel’s victories haVe not led to 

the “nn rmaKgatmn ” of the ZkWWt State, 

stffi a heavily, armed fbitrtss engaged in 
psytfwlogicai war far e with all its neigh- 
bours and hi an actoal .state of war with 
some of them, ft pastes in its complete 
(W«i of die Pate&nnan people and re- 
mains h nmfltatmg fy -dependent on the US: 
While the gloss of Zionist propaganda por- 
trays the optimistic ahd heroic Sabra, the. 
Israeli imaginati on tells another stray alto- 
gether. It tells of an awareness of the his- 
torical dflemma in which Zinmimi has 
landed the Zionist settlers. Tins intricate 
and multi-faceted dilemma expresses itself 
tragically at times and comically at others; 
when die sense of calamity verts itself in 

h jimiuir 

Perhaps the first.. problem die Israelis 
have come to leahfie mDy is that Palestine 
is not “a land without people”, as Zionist 
propaganda used to-proclann, and that the 
Palestinians are not 'purely Arabs, but a 
specific entity within- the -Arab, national 
cultural formati on. This reality sweeps the 
rug out from under the legitimacy of the. 
veiy Zionist presence; regardless of bow 
great Israel's victories have been and how 
blaring its propaganda!. Even if the PLO 
has amended its charter in order to reassure 
the settlers that it does not aim to destroy 
the Zionist state, thin does nothing to' alter 
the existing htshan, material and e»ititrai 
facts. The Palestinians are there* knocking 
on the doors, at times peaceably but with 
suppressed finy and, at others, with stones. ; 
and even gun-fire, as a ennshmt reminder 
to the Israelis that their Zionist entity re- 
sides on a historical fallacy. 

As a result, the Israelis, as Amos Hon 
says, “ate no longer able to reiterate die 
glib arguments facile half-truths of die 

former generation”, (with regard to Pal- 
estine as a land without people). The Israe- 
li poet Efie Eton has said: “The historical 
resurrection of the Jewish people, and any- 
thing of vahxe to the Israeli people no mat- 
ter how beautiful, is founded upon foe op- 
pression of another nation. The young 
people of Israel will have to go to war and 
die for die sake of something that owes its 
existence to the perpetuation of injustice. 
This doubt, and Oris doubt alone, makes a 
very diffic ult basis for Hfe.” 


raeti novelist Abraham B Yehoshua has 
been described by some critics as de- 
structive and suicidal. It relates incidents 
in the life of a student who is working rata- 
research paper on the Crusades (another 
historical experience in futility ftwt haunt* 
the Israeli mind: the Crusader state failed 
utterly in securing its long term existence). 
The student was appointed tb guard a for- 
est that had been planted by the Jewish Na- 
tional Fund (JNF) an the rite of one of the 
many Arab villages razed by the Zionist 
settlers. Each tree in the forest craned a 
plaque with die name of one of the many 
diaspora Jews abroad from wham the JNF 
collected donations fra die settlement of Is- 
rael The protagonist's cherished solitude 
is in terr u pted when be comes across n an 
old, mute Arab man tending die forest - A 
love-hate relationship develops between 
the student and the Arab. Ifce Israeli fears 
that die Arab, a former resident of foeyfl- 
lage, wants to avenge himsell At dK same 
time, he finds himself oddly drawn to him. 
In fact, the young guard, who was ap- 
pointed by the JNF to protect die forest, 
discovers that he isunconsciousfy trying to 
help the old man set fire to the forest In 
the end, whm die Arab succeeds in se tting 
the entire forest on fire, the protagonist 
finds release from all his suppressed emo- 
tions. 

Fire appears in a completely different 
context m the poem by Ephraim Sidon 
(which Israeli television refused to broad- 
cast). The events of tire poem take placein 
a living room in winch fora individuals are 
sitting: the father, foe mother, the dnld and 
a Zionist soldier — Le. die lindens of an 


A 

Zionist 

nightmare 

Israel's founding myths are crumbling, writes 
Abdel-Wahab El-Messiri in the first part of a 
study of contemporary Israeli society as reflected 
in the collective Israeli imagination, published by 
Al-Ahram Weekly in two instalments. The dreams 
of Zionist pioneers and a land without people ring 
increasingly hollow, and the truth, dawning 
brutally, is eating away at the core of the Israeli 
fortress 
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mined settlement. A fire breaks out out- 
side (symbolising tbs Intifada) and. smoke 
begins to enter the bouse through the win- 
dow: But the four remain transfixed before 
a television serial, oblivious to everything. 
Then they start ringing: 

. “We me all sitting here 
- in onrHtde quiet house, 
riding in comfort and cheer. 

It is best that we do, 

. TeaHy best that we do.” 

The mother “I’d say. ora general situa- 
tion is good.” 

The soldier: “Or, in brief, positive”. 

The father “Time is working in ora far 
' vour". 

The child: “If time is working, it must be 
an Arab.” - 

At this point, die father slaps the chil d 
and shouts, “Shut up, you insolent chfldJ" 
The play on words here is a humorous ref- 
erence to a bitter fad of which Israelis are 
folly aware: die ubiquity of Arab labour 
within the Zionist entity. •• 

After this incident, the family begins to 
talk about the fire — : or, rather, to deny its 
existence: 

The fatten “If there were a spark here 
that burst into flame—" 

The mother -“My. child would get up and 
putout the fire.” " 

The father “And if small flames burst 
out here and there," 

The mother “My son would hasten to 
put them out with histnrae fa ean." 

.The father. “Get up, my son, and hit 
: there a'bit" • 

The father then addresses die fire. He 
tells it tfaat it is a poor little thing, dot it 
will not affect him in the slightest, that he 
will put it out in die end. When die fire be- 
gins to eat away at the father’s foot, the 
mother remains unmoved. There is noth- 
ing to worry about, because dime is an “ar- 
tificial foot" to replace it (perhaps im- 
parted fiomtiie US) and tune, ns the father 
says, “is working an ore ride.” But once 
agam the duldrereab die bitter truth: 

The- dnld: “Papa, Papal we’ve been 


burnt up by time!" 

The father “Shut up!" 

The mother “Whoever looks around us 
and sees, knows that your father can only 
speak foe truth, as usual." 

The father and mother “We have shown 
foe fire once and for all who is the man 
here, wbo’8 in charge.” 

The child: “But Papal The bouse..." 

The father “Forget these Hustons, don’t 
bother as with facts." 

The child and the soldier “My slogan: 
‘Sit quietly, don’t get worked up.*" 

The men: “Don’t move, don’t bodge, 
don't lore your nerve.” 

Everyone: “That is how you fight fire.” 
The blade humour in this poem betrays a 
pessimistic virion of the Zionist settle- 
ments which have rooted themselves in 
place (“a land without people”) and denied 
(Arab) time. They are doomed to be con- 
sumed by the truth while the inhabitant* sit 
qiriedy in the comfort of their homes 
watching a television sofa] or listening to 
Zionist propaganda in complete content- 
ment 

The Arab presence is constantly present, 
everywhere in the Israeli economy. The 
child’s blackly humorous remark, “If time 
is ’working ’ then it must be an Arab” 
shows the consternation the issue of Arab 
labour arouses in the Israeli conscience. In 
another joke we find an old Israeli man sit- 
ting with his grandson. Idling him about 
his memories of the past They are leafing 
through a photo album. The grandfather 
points to a picture of himself taken in the 
thirties, showing him building his own 
house by himself The child is startled and 
asks, “Were you an Arab then?” The 
child’s reaction is natural: a deduction 
based not cm Zionist propaganda, but on 
what he sees around him every day: to wit, 
that only Arabs work as construction la- 
bourers. Also, with regard to die im- 
portance of Arab labour in agriculture, foe 
Israelis remark sarcastically, “Why does 
the PLO keep asking for die land back with 
such persist e nce? Haven’t they noticed 


that foe Palestinians already got it bock?” 
This joke is a reference to the old Zionist 
adage that the land belongs to those who 
cultivate iL 

These jokes are also based on another 
subtext: the Israelis' knowledge that die 
Arabs engage in productive activities, 
while the Zionist settlers have turned into 
agents, brokers and other parasitic middle- 
men, or have become engaged in academic 
professions. This (in the Zionist concep- 
tion) makes foe situation of the Jews in Is- 
rael today no di fferent than their days in 
foe ghetto Zionism h«d drained that this 
warped situation was purely a product of 
exile in foe diaspora and dot once a Zion- 
ist state was created, foe Jews could return 
to fanning the land, save ft (from foe Ar- 
abs) and free themselves of foe ma- 
lignancies of exile that had given anti- 
Semites the pretext for the accusations 
they hurled against the Jews and Judaism. 
The so-called “Hebrew labour” c ree d has 
developed into a “Hebrew labour com- 
plex" after this aspect of Zionism fell short 
of the vision. The Jews in Israel are back 
in die money market, in stock market spec- 
ulation and in foreign exchange. In addi- 
tion, increasing numbers are engaged in 
the academic professions and the rate of 
consumption in Israel keeps rising. 

The Israelis use the Hebrew phrase “rosh 
haltin' (literally: little head) to refer to the 
consumerist Israeli settler who thinks only 
of his personal interests and pleasures and 
is completely oblivious to any obligation 
he might lave to the nation, hi other 
words, die settler has a littie head resting 
on top of a large pot-belly. A materialist, a 
consumer, a hedonist, for him there is no 
question of deferring until tomorrow the 
gratification than can be had today. It is 
behaviour fostered by a domestic policy to 
which the Israelis refer as TVC: supplying 


the public with its requirements of tele- 
visions, videos and cars. According to die 
Zionist dream, an the other hand, Israel 
was to be a (‘high-voltage’) light to na- 
tions; it has become, as one Israeli journal- 


ist put h, the three- V society: Volvos, vid- 
eos and villas. Another Israeli journalist 
has drawn rat national stereotypes to con- 
clude that Israelis work like Latin Amer- 
icans (which is to say they do not work), 
live like North Americans (a very high 
standard of living), pay taxes like the Ital- 
ians (Le. dodge than) and drive like Egyp- 
tians (maniacall y) 

The rabid consumerism of Israeli society 
manifests itself in the rush to acquire 
American-made products and the desire to 
emigrate to the US, die real promised land. 
An article entitled “The Exodus of Zion” is 
rich with irony given the weighty biblical 
and cultural references of the title (foe ex- 
odus from Egypt and the quest for Mount 
Son in Eretz Israel). The author, writing 
in 1978, predicted that the number of em- 
igrants leaving Israel would swell to 
800,000 12 years later (it was reported to 
have reached a million by 1 996). The writ- 
er of the article then commented: “If we 
mia inin consideration that foe UN rec- 
ognised the right of the Jews to a nation of 
their own when there were only 600,000 
settlers in the country, we will be able to 
comprehend the significance of this la- 
mentable information.” 

The West Bank settlers are not spared 
the sting of Israeli jokes referring to spong- 
ers and opportunists. “Deluxe settlements" 
is bow an Israeli mflrtary commentator de- 
scribed the West Bank homes of the set- 
tlers- These are not idealists and fighters; 
they check out foe size of the sw immin g 
pool and measure foe rooms in their pros- 
pective villa before deciding to move out 
to a settlement. Israeli newspapers have 
described foe settlements as “a tap that can 
never be turned off” and have coined the 
term “sett l ement professionals" to refer to 
those who take up residence in the West 
Bank settlements in anticipation of foe 
withdrawal of Israeli forces and the ap- 
propriate compensation that will accrue to 
them (as occurred in Yamit in the Sinai). 
Israelis also speak of “shuttle settlers" to 
describe those who have purchased homes 


in the West Bank settlements because of 
the low prices but who c omm ute to their 
offices everyday, located on the other side 
of foe Green Line. 

It is every people’s right to consume to 
their heart’s content .as long as they earn 
this right through productive labour. In Is- 
rael. however, foe people know that foe 
“independent” Zionist state can neither 
provide for its own survival nor afford to 
maintain its high standard of living without 
foe continued economic, political and mil- 
itary support ft gets from foe US in ex- 
change for defending American interests in 
foe region. The utilitarianism of foe Zion- 
ist state, a result of the function ascribed to 
it, is such that it was described by one Is- 
raeli journalist as “a guard dog with its 
head in Washington and tail in Jer usalem- ” 
The depiction is particularly apt, to the 
point and scathing. 

When it was proposed to link the shekel 
to foe dollar (a plan that was rejected m 
theory if implemented in practice), Knesset 
member Gtaila Cohen countered that they 
should also put foe picture of Abraham 
Lincoln on the Israeli currency, side by 
side with foe pictures of Israel's leaders 
and foe Star of David, and begin teaching 
US instead of Jewish history to Jewish 
school children. The Jerusalem Post also 
featored foe following imaginary dialogue 
between foe Israeli Finance Minister mid a 
second person: 

The Minister “The first step is to reduce 
foe budget The second step is to destroy 
the shekel and use the dollar. 

The other person: “What’s foe third 
step?" 

The Minister “Why, it couldn’t be more 
obvious. We move to Brooklyn.” 

In one of foe letters to the editor of the 
Jerusalem Post (January 1985), a reader 
commented on foe parasitic nature of the 
Israeli personality and the excessive de- 
pendency of the Zionist state on the US. 
Referring to Israel’s request of a $5 billion 
loan from foe US, foe writer makes foe fol- 
lowing suggestion: 

“Instead of transferring foe money to foe 
Israeli treasury which will squander ft 
away in suppo r t in g un viable and therefore 
potentially bankrupt industries, in com- 
pensating unlucky stock market spec- 
ulators, in disbursing large sums of money 
to avaricious hankers so that Israelis can 
continue to enjoy the style of life they have 
grown accustomed to and in paying foe 
enormous tea expenses of our insolent gov- 
ernment bureaucrats, I beg you to permit 
me to perform the sendee of making the 
following proposal: 

“There are at present 4,235,000 Israeli 
inhabitants consisting of 1,160,000 fam- 
ilies with a gross income of 56,120 per 
family. If foe US government were to send 
a check to every family for this amount for 
foe year 1985, we would gain foe fol- 
lowing advantages: We would spare foe 
American tax-payer 5385,520,000 while 
foe whole population of Israel would be 
able to stay in bed, play golf or back- 
gammon, or go fishin g every day through- 
out the year. We would also get rid of the 
bureaucrats who would also benefit, since 
getting paid for not working comes very 
naturally to them. It will also solve our in- 
dustrial deficit- In addition, El Al, which 
loses a lot because ft does not fly on Sat- 
urdays, will have nothing to lose if it stops 
flying altogether. We mil also be able to 
lengthen foe period of military service (at 
no extra cost) in order to give people some- 
thing to do. Indeed the millennium will 
have come when foe “leopard (since he 
will have nothing better to do) shall lie 
down with the kid.” We will then follow 
in the steps of., the Finance Minister on 
the road to dollarisation and we will see 
the fulfilment of foe prophecy, ‘And a little 
child shall lead them.’ (Isaiah 11:6)" 

In the wake of the Jonathan Pollard in- 
cident and Israel’s acquiescence when foe 
US objected to foe promotion of some of 
the Israeli army officers involved in the in- 
cident, an Israeli journalist suggested that 
foe Israeli government should take revenge 
by appointing Pollard himself as Israel's 
ambassador to the US — the imp l i c a tion 
being the suicide of foe Zionist state. 
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American Indestructible Watches 


Since 1857, Timex has gained a reputation 
for being indestructible, 
a reputation truly well deserved. 

Artoc Time, the Sole Agent of Timex 
watches in Egypt, introduces Timex 
new technology “Indiglo” which provides 
perfect visibility in the dark. 

In case of any production malfunction, 
Artoc Time offers to exchange your watch 
for another without any extra changes. 
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AIPAC under investigation 


The US Court of Appeals ruling that contributions by the American- Israel Public Affairs Committee to American can- 
didates should not be exempt from taxes is a blow to the pro-Israeli lobby. Lamis Andoni reports from Washington 


“The decision is the beginning of the end of the 
strangle-hold that the Israeli lobby has bad on 
US Middle East policy” said Richard Cuztius, a 
former chief inspector of the United States In- 
formation Service (USIS). He is one of seven 
former American officials and diplomats who 
filed the legal complaint against the American- 
Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) in 
1989. However, it will not be until the American 
Federal Elections Commission (FEC) officially 
demands that AIPAC disclose its funding sourc- 
es that the court ruling will have any real impact 
In the past the FEC has ruled that AIPAC nei- 
ther has to register as “a political committee” nor 
to disclose its financial records as other lobbying 
groups have to do. 

Political observers in Washington believe that 
AIPAC, which is the strongest foreign policy 
lobby in the US. will resist the court decision 
and that the FEC might choose to appeal the rul- 
ing. The ruling is also expected to trigger a 
fierce battle between AIPAC and other lobbies, 
especially Arab-American organisations who 
have been struggling to end what they see as the 
pro-Israel lobby dominance of US Middle East 


policy. “It is mind-boggling that AIPAC has 
been able to net away with violating the law for 


been able to get away with violating the law for 
this long. We are extremely happy with the court 
decision." said Dr Hala Maksoud, president of 
the Arab American Anti-Discrimination Com- 
mittee (ADC). The organisation mobilised the 
campaign to expose AIPAC's ‘'electrons viola- 


If enforced, the ruling could strip AIPAC of 
one of its most potent tools in wielding a polit- 
ical influence unmatched by any other foreign 
policy lobbying group in Washington. By avoid- 
ing the disclosure of its financial records, AI- 
PAC is believed to have been able to violate the 
$10,000 limit that restricts the donations lob- 
bying groups can make to candidates in each 
election cycle. Consequently, critics of AIPAC 
believe that die lobbying group has been able to 
channel huge amounts of donations to specific 
candidates running for public office to secure 
their support for Israel. 

More significantly, the enforcement of the 
court decision would compel AIPAC to disclose 
its source of funding which many, including 
some of the plaintiffs, believe is the Israeli gov- 
ernment. The p laintiffs hope that the ruling will 
expose AIPAC's connection with Israel to the 
American public. In an article to be published in 
the next issue of the Washington Report on the 
Middle East, Richard Curtius wrote: “They [the 
plaintiffs] believe that AIPAC has functioned as 
a foreign agent, openly pursuing the interests of 
each successive elected government of Israel but 
without registering as such and thus subjecting 
itself to federal disclosure laws.” 

In addition to Mr Curtius, die plaintiffs in- 
clude: former ambassador to Saudi Arabia, 
James Atkin; the late George Ball, under- 
secretary of state in the Kennedy administration 


and former ambassador to the United Nations: 
Paul Findley, an Illinois Republican congress- 
man for 22 years (who exposed AIPAC in his 
book Who Dares to Speak?)', Rear-Admiral Rob- 
ert Hanks, former commander of the US Navy's 
Middle East Task force: Andrew KiUgore. for- 
mer ambassador to Qatar and Orm Parker, for- 
mer president of AMID EAST a non-profit or- 
ganisation that conducts educational training in 
the Middle East 

The suit is the brainchild of the prominent 
Arab American civil lawyer Abdeen Jabara who 
eventually came to represent the plaintiffs. Ja- 
bara monitored and collected evidence on the vi- 
olations of elections laws committed by AIPAC. 
According to Dr Maksoud, the 1988 presidential 
elections, when Arab Americans were just start- 
ing to get involved in lobbying activities, sig- 
naled the alarm bell about AIPAC's modus op- 
erand! As ADC president, Jabara experienced 
first hand how his group, as well as others, were 
overpowered by AIPAC's disproportionate polit- 
ical influence. 

Jabara then contacted American public figures 
who have been privately or publicly expressing 
discontent about AIPAC's political clout “Many 
officials and former officials resented AIPAC's 
activities but few dared to speak out,” Mr Cur- 
tuis told Al-Ahram Weekly in a telephone inter- 
view. Finally, seven of them decided to file to 
the FEC against AIPAC! They used a 1986 
memorandum by AIPAC to its members that re- 


Why the fatalistic cynicism? 


United States President Bill Clinton's 
announcement of the national security 
team that will guide his second term in 
office is certain to rekindle discussion 
in the Middle East as to precisely what 
a second Clinton term will mean for 
the region. Undoubtedly this renewed 
wave of speculation will focus on the 
personalities of the new ream, while 
ignoring the fact that this team is vir- 
tually identical to the group that served 
the president during his first four 
years. 

The most important factors that wfll 
ultimately shape US policy in the sec- 
ond term are the personality of the 
president (and not die personalities of 
his cabinet), domestic and inter- 
national political realities and US na- 
tional interests. In feet, many of the 
Arab and Israeli analysts who spec- 
ulated about the direction of Clinton's 
second term in the weeks immediately 
following his re-election seemed to un- 
derstand this, although their analyses 
were often overly deterministic and 
simplistic. 

There were also, of course, some 
naively optimistic notions about bow a 
re-elected president is freed from polit- 
ical pressures and can, therefore, make 
dramatic changes in policy. But that of 
course is just fantasy, since Clinton 
lives in a world where he must con- 
tinue to face a Congress and powerful 
interest groups which will exercise sig- 
nificant influence in shaping and lim- 
iting future policy options. But this ob- 
servation should not lead one back to 
the simplistic conclusion shared by the 
majority of Arab and Israeli analysts 
that politics and interests will combine 
to produce no change in a Clinton sec- 
ond term. I say this because the per- 
sonality of the president is an im- 
portant determinant in shaping policy 
and the two factors of political reality 
and national interests are themselves 

not static constants unaffected by ex- 
ternal events. 

The end of the Cold War and the 
conclusion of the Gulf War, for ex- 
ample, resulted in a realisation by the 
US that the promotion of a com- 
prehensive peace in the Middle East 
was essential to secure US national in- 
terests in the broader region. The ar- 
chitects of Madrid stipulated that con- 
tinued political division resulting from 
the Arab-Israeli conflict was un- 
acceptable and would only lead to in- 
stability which would continue to com- 
plicate US relations in the Middle 
East To achieve this necessary com- 
prehensive peace it was determined 
that two conditions were essential: Is- 


raeli security had to be guaranteed and 
tiie legitimate rights of foe Palestinians ' 
had to be recognised. 

This expanded definition of US inter- 
ests has been accepted by Clinton. In a 
number of policy statements since as- 
suming office, Clinton has emphasised 
both US interest in the completion of 
the peace process and foe necessity 
that the process be comprehensive and 
balanced. At a White House news con- 
ference earlier tins year the president 
noted. "Our challenge is to now broad- 
en foe circle of peace, recognising the 
principles foot underlie foe peace pro- 
cess, territory for peace, realisation of 
the legitimate right of the Palestinian 
people, security for all parties, and foil 
real peace.” 

And so while it is true font national 
interests will play a role in shaping die 
Middle East policy of the second term, 
the "national interests” will not be de- 
fined as narrowly as they are by some 
Israeli analysts, nor will they be de- 
fined as negatively or crassly as is die 
penchant of some Arab analysis: pro- 
moting Israeli hegemony or maintain 
Arab division. In fact, there is a grow- 
ing appreciation in foe US today that a 
collapse of the peace process will fuel 
extremist tendencies throughout the 
Middle East, which will have a long- 
term destablising effect on US interests 
and US allies in the region. This is a 
broader definition of US security inter- 
ests than existed previously and is a 
driving force behind the US commit- 
ment to tiie achievement of a com- 
prehensive Middle East peace. 

Domestic political factors that will 
shape Chiitc-i's second term have also 
undergone some changes as a result of 
the peace process. For example, there 
is today an ongoing debate within the 
Jewish community over tiie policies 
being pursued by Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Bmyamin Netanyahu's govern- 
ment. Most American Jews and some 
major Jewish organisations were ex- 
hilarated by the peace process and 
heavily invested in its success. While 
there is a strong tradition of Jewish or- 
ganisations nor publicly criticising Is- 
raeli government positions to which 
they ate opposed, that has changed 
somewhat in recent years. Iromcafly, it 

was the supporters of Likud who es- 
tablished the precedent of public crit- 
icism with their denunciation of the 
former Labour prime mmisteis, Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Shimon Peres. 

If Netanyahu is perceived as un- 
willing to move peace forward car 
should a crisis develop that is per- 
ceived to be the result of Israeli prov- 


ocation or intransigence, his govern- 
ment may not receive tiie support of all 
sectors of the US Jewish conmnmity. 
Throughout its first term, the Clinton 
administration sought to provide sup- 
port for the peace process mainly by 
providing Israel wifo incentives to en- 
courage risk taking. Arabs were urged 
to demonstrate confidence-buildmg 
gestures to show Israelis the benefits 
that peace would bring. 

So extensive was foe US effort to 
win Israeli public support for peace 
that many Arab critics began to see tiie 
peace process as essentially an Israeli- 
centred effort Despite being showered 
by US incentives and Arab con- 
fidence-building gestures, Labour was 
inhibited from moving peace forward 
due to its fear of Likud's extremist re- 
ligious and nationalist supporters. Dur- 
ing that period, the US goal was to 
strengthen Labour and convince the 
majority of Israelis to support the 
peace agreements. Notwithstanding 
these US efforts, including politically 
induced silence in tiie face of Israel’s 
massive assault on Lebanon, the La- 
bour government that made peace lost 
its bid for re-election and was replaced 
by a Likud leadership that has not yet 
made a strategic decision to accept and 
implement the principles of a com- 
prehensive peace. 

With Likud in office, US policy has 
already undergone a subtle but sig- 
nificant transformation. While still re- 
sisting the use of public negative pres- 
sure to force changes in Israeli policy, 
the administration has repeatedly stat- 
ed its insistence that the new Israeli 
government honour agreements h has 
signed with the Palestinians. And in 
response to foe violence that erupted in 
the wake of Israel 's opening of foe tun- 
nel in Jerusalem, even a casual Israeli 
observer could have noted the differ- 
ence between the US reaction to Ne- 
tanyahu and the attitud e taken towards 
his Labour predecessor. 

The current US approach to the 
peace process seems to be focused on 


producing modifications in foe ex- 
isting order: within Israel, in the Israe- 


li -Palestinian relationship, and in the 

daily lives of foe Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza. The administra- 
tion appears to believe that once it 
signs an agreement with foe Pal- 
estinian National Authority (PNA), Li- 
kud wfll have taken an irreversible 
step toward engagement in the peace 
process. Arab critics fearful of Likud's 
intentions dispute this notion and the 
Palestinian leadership still refuses, for 
reasons of principle and politics, lo 


sign a Hebron agreement which they 
hold to be deficient. Palestinians do 
not want to see a Hebron agreement 
detached from an Israeli commitment 
to full compliance wifo the rest of the 
peace accords — and in this regard 
they appear to have some US support 

What the administration seems to be 
focused on is foe effect they believe a 
Hebron agreement will produce within 
the Likud coalition, since some of foe 
coalition’s more extremist members 
have indicated that they might resign 
should a Hebron deal be signed. This 
US effort thus appears to be directed at 
creating foe precedent of the first 
signed Ukud-PNA agreement, which 
it hopes wfll produce both a psycho- 
logical change within foe coalition and 
possibly a change in the coalition it- 
self. 

Additionally, foe administration is 
engaged on a number of levels in 
working to improve the economic life 
of the West Bank and Gaza, specif- 
ically by pressing Israel to remove im- 
pediments it has established that stunt 
Palestinian economic development 

It is important to note that one of foe 
major proponents of this policy is Un- 
der-Secretary of Commerce Stuart Ei- 
zenstadt F.izensiadt was an official in 
the Carter White House and a leader in 
foe US Jewish community. A speech 
he recently delivered calling on Israel 
to remove obstacles to Palestinian 
commerce has generated some serious 
debate within Israel and foe US Jewish 
community. All of these changes al- 
ready begun during the Clinton first 
term can be expected to continue dur- 
ing the second term. Having noted foot 
there will be this continuity from the 
first to the second torn does not dimin- 
ish one important role Chat foe second 
term will play in shaping Clinton’s for- 
eign policy. This will be his last term 
in public office, a feet that weighs 
heavily on Clinton. 

It is clear even from his fust term 
that Clinton is personally heavily inter- 
ested in the search for Middle East 
peace. He has grown considerably in 
his understanding and appreciation of 
the issues feeing foe people of the re- 
gion and he has developed a personal 
rapport with both Arab and Israeli 
leadership. He is aware of (be con- 
sequences for US national security in- 
terests should foe process fell and he is 
equally min d fill of his leadership role 
and the legacy be is creating. 

By having noted that foe changing 
definition of US national interests, foe 
debate within foe US Jewish com- 
munity and foe personal role of Gin- 


ton will all contribute to shaping US 
policy in the second Clinton term, the 
Arab world will certainly not be mere 
passive observers during foe next four 
years. The firm resolve of this year's 
Cairo Arab Summit to commit die 
Arab consensus to peace while at die 
same time insisting that peace with Is- 
rael be based on the principles of rec- 
iprocity, and the firm position of the 
Pales tinian leadership that the Israeli 
government fully implement the peace 
accords will play an important role in 
shying US policy in the next period. 
This Arab pressure will provide need- 
ed balance to the peace equation. 

For our part, Arab Americans will 
continue to engage both foe ad- 
ministration and the Jewish com- 
munity in our efforts to advance the 
peace process. We will continue to 
work with foe administration to ex- 
plore solutions to problems that im- 
pede realisation of Palestinian rights 
and we will provide ideas we feel will 
help move foe process forward. In port 
we will press that there be no further 
delay in bringing economic benefits of 
peace to foe West Bank and Gaza. For 
three years the situation of Palestinians 
has deteriorated and their condition to- 
day should become a policy priority. 
At the some time we will continue to 
push foe administration to bring new 
energy and activism to the peace pro- 
cess, to restate the vision of a com- 
prehensive peace and to lay out an ag- 
gressive programme for its 
implementation. In feet, this active in- 
volvement of Arab Americans in US 
politics is itself one of the hopeful 
changes that has developed in recent 
years and has already, in albeit a limit- 
ed manner, produced some change in I 
foe US policy debate. 

It is incorrect, therefore, to view a 
Clinton second term wifo cither pas- 
sive optimism or fatalistic cynicism. 
Changing definitions of US national 
security interests and changing polit- 
ical realities both m the US and foe 
Middle East have created both imper- 
atives and opportunities for those who 
support a comprehensive Middle East 
peace. Work must be done by those 
who seek to avoid foe catastrophe that 
would result from a collapse of foe 
peace process. This is a view shared by 
Clinton. Despite current difficulties, be 
remains committed for reasons of both 
national security and history to foe suc- 
cessful completion of an Arab- Israeli 
peace. 


The writer is the president of the Wash- 
ington-based Arab American Institute. 


US poised for 

global governance 


Jooneed Khan reflects on Bill Clinton’s 
grand design for the South 


With one month to go before his rc-inauffffatiOT.. 
still putting together his new cabinet- But his 
ceedLgsmootSy into its second term, is 

United States for global governance, if not "5- 

ptications for the South are ominous as we near the end of foe mii- 

^CUnmn’s decision to remove Boutros Ghali ^ ^ ^ 
United Nations secretary-general was trumpeted tjac 

November elections. Some speculated it was 
to deflect Republican criticism of his own perceived defence to 
in hot spots such as Haifa and Bosnia. The lone Ub 
veto blocking a second tenn for the outgoing secretery-gaieral and 
US support for Kofi Arman against foe lone Frc ^ v ^ l ™ lcate 
that Clinton has other, grander designs: to mould foe UN “Joan 
aim of foe US government, wifo Madeleine Afimght, foe ofogomg 
US ambassador to foe UN, as secretary of stale — weO m fame for 
the world summit on global governance scheduled for 199S- 
In a parallel move at the recent World Trade Qrgamsttian 
(WTO) meeting in Singapore, foe US, in this case supported by 
France and foe Europeans, pushed doggedly far the so-called [so- 
cial clause” to be included m the final declaration and rora“task 
force" to be set up to look into issues such as child and forced la- 
bour and workers’ rights. US trade represewative Charlene Bar- 
sbefeky ultimatel y felled to overcome foe united opposition of 
such diverse economies as I n di a , Hong Kong, Cuba and Tanzania, 
but she has been asked to stay in her post for Clinton s second 


veals that the organisation had set up 27 political 
action committees and directed their donations 
to specific candidates. 

The first complaint demanded that foe FEC 
deal wifo AIPAC as a political action committee. 
But in December 1990, the 27 committees were 
notified that they were not under investigation a 
move interpreted as a dismissal of the complaint 
against AIPAC. The plaintiffs then went to court 
and filed a suit against foe FEC itself to demand 
that the FEC rule on foe original complaint. It 
was only then that foe FEC published some of its 
findings. It acknowledged that AIPAC had made 
in-kind donations violated foe Si 0,000 limit 

Nevertheless, the FEC ruled against altering AI- 
PAC's status by stating that foe pro-Israeli group 
did not need to register as a political action com- 
mittee since foe contributions "were not the ma- 
jor purpose of AIPAC.” 

Refusing to give up, the plaintiffs challenged 
the FEC ruling in a circuit court of appeals, 
which, in an unprecedented decision, ruled that 
AIPAC is and should be treated as a political ac- 
tion committee and therefore should reveal its fi- 
nancial records. According to Curtius, a constant 
campaign of sending letters to foe FEC and leg- 
islators should follow to compel the FEC to en- 
force the court ruling. So far, there has been no 
public reaction by AIPAC or any of its affiliated 
organisations. In Mr Curtius’ view, clipping AI- 
PAC’s wings will change American Middle 
Eastern policy forever. 


The so-called least developed countries (LDCs) made it to Sm- 
gapore courtesy of foe rich countries who paid the travel and hotel 
expenses of their government and media delegations. Most of foe 
LDCs don't even have a representative at WTO headquarters in 
Geneva, while battalions of negotiators advance the interests of tiie 
Group of Seven richest nations. The world trade share of foe 48 
LDCs amounts to less than 0.5 per cent, according to Christian 
Aid, and they could hardly hope to be beard, in spite of the rule of 
consensus at WTO meetings, when the main concern of the 30 or 
so countries of foe rich trading blocs was to free the $600 billion 
info rmati on technology market of tariff bamers. 

But the emerging economies of the Sooth, from Asia particular- 
ly, pur up a brave fight against foe US-led campaign of foe North 
for foe “social clause", which they saw as an attack against their 
one major asset in the global economy — competitive labour costs 
■ — and as an excuse for the rich countries to re-CTect protectionist 
barriers against them. Rafidah Aziz, foe Malaysian trade mi ni ste r , 
openly rejected any attempt to link social issues to trade; pointing 
out that labour issues were properly foe concent of foe Inter- 
national Labour Organisation. She accused the US, without nam- 
ing it, of "threatening the efforts of 40 years to strengthen the mul- 
tilateral trading system by its extraterritorial laws” — citing the 
Helms-Burton law against Cuba and the D’ Amato law against Iran 
and Libya. 

On foe political-diplomatic front meanwhile, apparent US ap- 
athy towards the massive humanitarian (and political ) crisis in foe 
African Great Lakes region, as indeed towards tiie ailing peace 
process in the Middle East, the Bosnian stalemate or the Taliban 
folly in Afghanistan, points to Clinton’s preference for inter- 
vention by remote-control macro-management. Building on the 
heritage of former US presidents Ronald Reagan and George 
Bush, be has locked these crises within specific "frameworks”, 
each with its own dynamics, and with foe US, sole superpower of 
foe po st-Cold War era and supreme commander of NATO, as foe 
ultimate, indispensable arbiter — with the UN if possible, without 
the UN if necessary. 

At the WTO meeting in Singapore, Baxshefeky spoke eloquently 
of "the values and concerns common to all workers throughout the 
world,” nddma wifo a flourish that "trade unions worldwide and 
foe United States are engaged in the same struggle”. The state and 
corporate assault against trade unions in die US since Ronald Rea- 
gan fired striking air-traffic controllers in the 1980s speaks oth- 
erwise. And the stance of the Clinton administration in these re- 
gional crises belie Washington's commitment to "common values 
and concerns”. 

In the African Great Lakes region, for example, the single most 
disruptive element was the fefline of the US, and the UN, to con- 
demn foe armed invasion of Rwanda by the Tutsi-dominated 
Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) from Uganda in October 1990. Af- 
ter taking over from Bush in 1993, Clinton pursued the same pol- 
icy of support for foe minority-led RPF — which emboldened foe 
minority Tutsi elite in neighbouring Burundi to assassinate Mel- 
chior Ndadaye, the country's Gist democratically elected (ethnic 
Hutu) president in 1993, and ultimately to overthrow foe constitu- 
tional government This same US policy led to die large-scale mas- 
sacres of 1994 in Rwanda, during tiie final phase of die RPF- 
im posed civil war. Behind the genocide of foe Tutsi by foe ma- 
cb etc- wielding militias of former President Sylvestre Hab- 
yarimana regime's lies die very real "country -cide" of Rwanda at 
foe hands of US policy. 

In a free-wheeling chat wifo the Zairean media recently, the US 
ambassador in Kinshasa praised foe RPF, saying foe US valued 
“discipline and organisation” over what he tensed ‘Trench support 
for decadent African regimes." Not once did he talk of democracy. 
The US, having turned a deaf ear to calls far support from Zaire’s 
democratic opposition, is banking on die Banyamulenge rebels to 
go all the way to Kinshasa. As the London weekly The Economist 
wrote a couple of weeks ago: “Elections in Africa are befog over- 
taken by more profound changes.” Yet South African President 
Nelson Mandela, Haitian former President Jean- Bertrand Aristide 
and PNA President Yasser Arafat can all testify that democratic 
elections provide internal legitimacy — as can Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic, who is thumbing his nose at his opponents 
because he knows foe US needs his support in Bosnia. 

Clinton's global design, founded on support for muscled, indeed 
military, castes against civilian democratic forces, does not bode 
well for foe South, especially for Africa where the RPF is now call- 
rag for a second Berlin conference to re-carve up the continent 
The growth of Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
the emergence of China, and ultimately of India and Brazil, will 
help counter US unilateralism. But with Senator William Cohen in 
the Pentagon, US “strategic support” for Israel will be stronger 
than ever. Madeleine Albright in foe State Department will see to it 
foal foe UN is either turned into an instrument of US foreign policy 
or effectively neutered. The US and NATO will make themselves 
indispensable through more crises like the one in Central Africa. 
And, as evidenced in Singapore, corporate America and the multi- 
nationals will do the rest 



Eng Dhadi Mursu Dhadi and Mr Sherif Dhadi, owners 
of Sherif Ready-made Clothing Co in Alexandria give 
a warm welcome to Martin Trist, chairman of the 
board of Mast Industries, one of the largest com- 
panies in the world specialised in importing ready- 
made clothing, with 7 branches in the United States. 
The company imports clothing from ail over the world. 
Trist visited Egypt to sign contracts with Egyptian 
companies, after the recent success of negotiations in 
the few months with Samir Flannel Co in Cairo 

and Shenf Ready-made Clothing in Alexandria. It is 
worth mentioning that Egyptian products have be- 
come competitive with international products in the 
world market Requests for export facilities have in- 
creased, which is hoped will increase Egypt’s volume 
of exports abroad. 
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Manaqinq the South Labour games 

™ W " ^ The South held out against linking trade and I 


The WTO’s showpiece in Singapore was the liberalisation of the global information technology market The South, 
however, is likely to see almost none of the agreement’s benefits, writes Faiza Rady 


Held in S i n g ap o o B bat week,amidst mnrfi me- 
dia wwl heavy security for foe 

commerce ministers representing . some 128 

conference ' reached '• agreements on several 
fronts. In- what was hailed as the “most for- 
reaching global trade accord in recent , years,” 
foe trade ministers of at least 30 countries signed 
an accord to efirinnate tariffs in foe information 
technology, market by foe year 2000. Ibe United . 
States, Canada, the European Union (EU) and 
the Asian Tigers jofotly account for maretban 
80 per cent of foe world trade in fob sector. De- 
spite foe oflteialbacfc-patttiig, deep-seated <Ef- 
fereaces continue to plague relations between 
foe North and the South. - 
The Norfo-Soufo divide was perhaps best ex- 
pressed by foe drvergcnce between foe Amer- 
ican and Bangladeshi positions on trade global- 
isation. In the words of WTO head Route 
Ruggiero, trade KberaKsatian “has gone past foe 
point of no return and needs to be accompanied 
by agreed and enforceable rules to protect a mar- 
ket which for foe first time exceeds 56,000 bil- 
lion.” .1 

Poshing to ffitiiinatw mriffi i protecting national 
telecommunications systems, .acting 'American 
trade representative Cba ri ea e Barsbefeky told 
the assembled representatives that foe US ac- 
coimts for nearly 50 per cent of all telecom rev- 
enues worldwide. “We cannot and will not settle 
for a situation where we are unable to operate in 
the other half of the world’s markets,” she 
stressed. The rfrafnrum of the US Federal Com- 
munication fi twm n i H s miij 'Reed HimHt, aMtut 
that freeing foe world mar- 

ket could abnost double current animal profits to 
$1,000 billion. However, outside tfae. arena of 
foe telecom giants’ manoeuvring; it is estimated 
that two-thirds of the world’s population have 
never made a phone call and that one-half five 
nusre than a two-day walk from foe nearest tele- 
phone. . 


Bacsbefsky aggressively preached increased 
tibaratisation, promisingfoatthe removal of tar- 
iffs -would lower consumer prices, make busi- 
nesses more competitive and ultimately promote 
industrial growth. Bangladeshi Trade Minister 
Tofael Ahmed disagreed, claiming foal many of 
the world's 48 least developed countries (LDCs) 
faced a “crisis of confidence” in Northern neo- 
liberalism. “[In foe 1980s] in spite of foe hnlring 
fear that liberalisation might overwhelm them 
through a.surge in imports, LDCs adopted liber- 
alisation, prompted mainly fay foe hopes of a 
better future,” explained -Ahmed, adding that 
such hopes woe never realised. Instead, in rite 
1990s, foe LDCs’ share in global exports and 
imports fen by 50 per cent and.30 pier cent re- 
spectively — down from the already meagre 
levels of 0.6 per cent and 1 .0 per cent 
The South is unlikely to benefit much from the 
conference's showpiece, foe much-tooted in- 
formation technology a gr ee m ent Most confer- 
ence analysts believe tint profits from the high- 
tech. deal will mainly be pocketed by US and 
Asian tr ancwwtinwalg Exports from both Asia 
and die US to Europe, are expected to doable 
over the next five years. Consequently, foe US 
and the Asian Tigers gloated oyer capturing the 
largest slice of the' $600 billion information 
technology mazket, leaving the Sooth out in foe 
cold - — with no apparent reason to rejoice. ' 
Commenting on the »» mr g iu »ii»Mti nn of die 
South in tins crucial sector, Egyptian trade ex- 
pert Magda Shatrin said that foe bulk of in- 
formation technology exchanges have so . for 
been restricted to trade between Canada, the EU, 
Japan and the US, whSe foe developing coun- 
tries’ improved access to in formatio n netw orks 
“is becoming increasingly doubtfuL” Prominent 
political analyst Noam Chomsky noted that die 
US, in particular, tma muA to w*m from con- 
solidating its monopoly in the information mar- 
ket. It is vital 'for American interests “to ensure 
that - US-based corporations control the tech- 


nology of the future, including biotechnology, 
which it is hoped will allow private enterprise to 
control health agriculture, and the of 
life generally,” wrote Chomsky. He added that 
the South would then be “permanently locked 
into dependence on high-pneed Northern prod- 
ucts.” Recently published studies tend to con- 
firm Chomsky’s argument According to US In- 
ternational Trade Commission estimates, 
American companies are likely to gain an an- 
neal S61 billion from foe Third World if they 

Succeed in controlling the information tech- 
nology market 

As a result of the LDCs' crisis of confidence. 
Third World countries remained an guard in 
S i ngapore and refused to sign the macb- 
ccaztested Multilateral Investment Agreement 
(MIA). Devised by the US and foe EU, the MIA 
was shelved for the time being and put on the 
WTO agenda for further negotiations. Many ex- 
perts agree that the MLA is probably the single 
most detrimental feature of foe WTO agenda — 
mainly because it institutionalises globalisation. 
“Globalising the economy ultimately "* ■« 
transforming the fundamental macro-economic 
and soda! polities of countries of foe South into 
a single monocuftmal laissez-faire 
model that would be compatible with the long- 
term requirements of the Northem-rfommated 
world economy.” said Martin Khor. director of 
Third World Network, a Malaysian-based non- 
government development organisation which 
had observer status in Singapore. 

Critics of the WTO believe that the 


MIA would effect foe permanent transformation 
of Third World economies. This is because the 
MIA gr an t s transnational corporations other 
investors the absolute right to egtablicb them- 
selves in any country they choose and in any 
sector of the economy — with the possible ex- 
ception of defence. ■ 

Under tins agreement, it would be unlawful 
for a government to prevent a potential foreign 


investor from setting up shop on its soil even if 
this government believes that such investment 
conflicts with the nation’s economic interests. 
Moreover, once the investor establishes himself, 
the government has to offer him all the facilities, 
services and incentives that h provides its own 
national* and other foreign companies. 

In addition, foe foreign investor's rights would 
be supported and enforced by the sanction-based 
dispute-settlement mechanism of foe WTO. Ac- 
cordingly, any country, claiming violation of foe 
WTO investment rules, would be empowered to 
retaliate a gainst an alleged perpeiraior. The 
mechanism could function as a powerful polit- 
ical deterrent, especially if retaliation by North- 
ern nations replays the scenarios of the US trade 
embargo against Cuba, the former siege of Nic- 
aragua, or the economic blockade of Libya and 
Iraq. 

At the end of the day, the WTO aims to divest 
narimai go ve rnm ents of any semblance of sov- 
ereignty. “The total effect of the [WTO] rules 
will be to give the rights of transnational cor- 
porations priority over the judgements of gov- 
ernments as to what kind of investment is suit- 
able for the developmental needs of four 
countries. In effect, foe MIA seeks to enshrine in 
law foe free, unregulated entry and undirected 
operations of transnational corporations in Af- 
rican economies,” Ghanaian development spe- 
cialist Tettefa Hormeku-Ajei told Al-Ahram 
Weekly in a telephone interview. 

Other intellectuals believe ih«t transnationals 
are already in control through the mediation of 
the North's political establishments. In foe 
words of a report by the non-governmental 
Sooth Commission, chaired by former Tan- 
zanian President Julius Nyerere, “foe most pow- 
erful countries in the North have become a de 
facto board of management for the world econ- 
omy, protecting their interests and 
their will on foe South." It is a sombre but 
reading of the WTO strategy. 



The South held out against linking trade and la- 
bour standards in WTO’s ministerial declaration, 
reports Garni I Ibrahim from G eneva 

The South has long been suspicious of the motives of Western na- 
tions that want control on labour conditions in foe poorer, less de- 
veloped countries of foe Third World. The countries of the South 
are anxious that such controls might be used as a pretext to im- 
pose trade sanctions and erect artificial market barriers to protect 
the North against expanding exports from the South. The United 
States and a number of other Western nations raised foe question 
of labour standards and what have now become known as “social 
clauses” at several international gatherings prior to the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) ministerial meeting that took place in 
Singapore last week. Egypt, together with many other Third 
World countries, has long resisted moves by Western n ati o ns to 
link trade and labour standards. 

Mounir Zahran, Egypt’s am b assador to foe United Nations in 
Geneva, who headed the Egyptian delegation at the Singapore 
meeting, stated categorically: “The labour standards issue is the 
concern of foe International Labour Office [ILO] in Geneva and 
should not be on the agenda when discussing trade issues at WTO 
meetings. The international community must not link labour stan- 
dards issues and free trade concerns. Tbc latter falls within the 
WTO domain; labour standards issues are for foe ILO to decide.” 
Malaysian Trade Minister Rafidah Aziz put it even more bluntly. 
“As far as we are concerned, labour standards have no place in 
foe WTO. Period.” she said. 

On tite South's insistence, foe WTO was not given the mandate 
to link trade and workers* protection. The South believes that 
such issues as labour standards were brought up as a prelude to 
foe imposition of tariffs on imports from foe Third World where 
labour standards are alleged to be lower than those in the West 
The West sees low wages and child and prison labour as forms of 
unfair trade advantages. The Third World nations managed to 
stop foe ILO director-general from participating at the Singapore 
meeting. 

Egypt and several other Third World nations battled with foe 
US and other Western nations that argued for the imposition of 
trade restrictions on products from Third World countries which 
have low labour standards. Indeed, foe Singapore ministerial dec- 
laration stated: “We [the participating ministers] renew our com- 
mitment to foe observance of internationally recognised labour 
standards. The ILO is the competent body to set and deal with 
these standards and we affirm our support for its work in pro- 
moting them. We reject the use of labour standards for pro- 
tectionist purposes, and agree that the comparative advantage of 
countries, particularly low-wage developing countries, must in no 
way be put into question. In tins regard, we note that the WTO 
and ILO secretariats will continue their existing collaboration.” 

The exclusion of any link between labour standards and free 
trade in the ministerial declaration was interpreted as a defeat for 
the West Observers believe that foe wording of the final declara- 
tion. in fact, points to a compromise. That foe matter was raised in 
the first place indicates that many countries feared an American 
veto and wanted to placate the US. However, the declaration 
stressed foe cooperation between the WTO and ILO secretariats 
and as such was considered a victory for the developing countries 
of foe South. It emphasised that foe ILO was foe proper forum for 
discussing labour standards. 

At preparatory meetings in Geneva for the WTO Singapore 
gathering, the US and other Western nations pressed for the in- 
clusion of Western multinationals in discussions about foe privat- 
isation of government proc ur ements in Third World countries. 
Here again. Third World nations rejected Western demands. The 
matter was mentioned in the Singapore ministerial declaration: 
“We agree to establish a working group to oooduct a study on 
transparency in government procurement practices, taking into ac- 
count national policies, and based on this study, to develop ele- 
ments for inclusion in an a p p ropriate agreement.” Agam the 
South managed to block US manoeuvres and postpone dis- 
cussions on a sensitive issue. 


China in space 

Zhang Dan reports on China’s space industry and how its ex- 
pansion strengthens Beijing’s hand and international standing 


China’s space industry and its counterparts 
in Europe have broken the ice. In May, it 
won a contract from Germany Aerospace 
Corporation to larmch in 1997 a German- 
marie co mmunic ations satellite ordered by 
Argentina. China’s commercial launch ser- 
vice thus entered the European market for 
the first timr 

One month after signing the contract, 
Liu Jiyuan, president of China Ae r ospace 
Corporation (CAC% visited France and 
Germany and met almost all key figures in 
tire space industry in Europe. 

The roost encouraging message he re- 
ceived in the visit was from France, foe 
in the European space affiance, 
which nsed to be a bitter rival of China's 
space industry and accused China of 
“dumping” in the international market for 
selling launch services at ’ton&ir low pric- 
es.” During the 'riat, France agreed to dis- 
coss with China foe possible opening of 
the European launch service market. The 
Arianspace Corporation of Europe even' 
proposed to discuss with China the issue 
^fjATnt nrarfa t etnhgatkin of international 
co mmer cial launch services. Further talks 
on tins issue wiU begin soon.’ 

Luo Ge, vice-director of foe Department 
of Foreign Affairs of foe Chinese State 
Aerospace Bureau, said that the change of 
■ftifmte hy the European space industry to- 
ward China may bang about a “new eta” 
of technological and commercial coop- 
eration between the two sides. ; 

He said Chma’s big market potential 
contributed to the -Europeans' change of 
attitude. “They predict that about 200 sat- 
eflrtes wiU be needed xntbc next few deo- 
*A>g My only worry is whether enough, 
orbits can be found,” Luo said: “China has 
really big market potential, but if others 
close iberr door on os, we won’t let them 
in either.” 

Exchang es between China and Europe m 


ywwftffd a A-ttwde ago. After China an- 
nounced in 1985 that it would provide in- 
ternational commercial bunches, the Ma- 
tra company of Fiance in 1987 entrusted 
ChinaGrear Wall Industrial Corporation 
(GWIC), China's international launch con- 
tractor. with a recovery .ope ration . But 
Fiance’s willingness to coope r a te with 
China decreased after 1989. _ ■ 

The of Germany has been more 

flexible. In 1985. China bought some com- 
ponents from Germany to bui ld its hig h- 
capacitv Dongfangbong-3 cormrannea- 
tioos satellite. The espensive sa telli te 
feiiwt to' reach its orbit, however, when it 
was launched m November 1994: 


In 1993, CAC andGermany Aerospace 
. Corporation set up a joint-venture com- 
pany, Eurasspace Gmbh. A high-tech com- 
xnumcations satellite built by the co mpan y 
anil be used by China's financial and 
h a nki n g systems tO t ransmit and process 
data. CAC President Liu Jiyuan said that 
making the high-tech satellite would en- 
hance China’s satellite technology. Recent 
reports .suggest that the project may re- 
ceive support from France. 

Loo Ge said that China's solid space in- 
dustry basis backed up its cooperation 
with countries; advanced in tite field. Qri- 
. na’s space industry started in the 1950s. In 
1956 the Soviet Union began to provide 
China with assistance, but the help 
stopped in 1960 when relations between 
the two nations soared. In the following 
two decades, China had to woai an its 
own. The Chinese people were proud of 
their rockets and satellites being 100 per 
cent made m China. “That didn't mean we 
needed no international aid or cooperation, 
it was the blockade by (he outside world 
that forced us to be {self-reliant],” Luo Ge 
piH 1 - 

Tbe situation began to change at the end 
of foe 19708 when Chma started its reform 
programm e and began, to. have extensive 
technological exchanges with other coun- 
tries. In the past four decades, China has 
developed a rail array of Long March car- 
rier rockets, the various models of which 
have earned out 37 flights and propelled 
,;44 satellites into onte- space. Six of the 
satellites were foreign-made. 

So far, China has signed governmental 
agreements on space cooperation with 
France, Germany, Britain, Russia, India, 
Brazil and Italy. “A gove rnmen tal agree- 
ment is usually the precondition for com- 
prehensive cooperation projects,” said Luo 
Ge. China and Russia explore space flight 
technology together and' exchange per- 
sonnel t raining and visits.- 

Bm no such agreement has been reached 
bet w een . China and foe ^Dinted States, the 
world's space superpower. “Except for 
two documents signed concerning China's 
-launching of foreign satellites, no agree- 
ment bn technological cooperation or ox- 

- change has ever been signed between Chi- 
na and the US,” Luo Ge said. “But we 
mirintam good cooperation with various 
American companies.” 

Among the six foreign satellites China 
has launched, four 'were built by foe 

- .Hughes Space and Comummcations Inter- 
national of .foe US. In. a. recent com- 
rinnriqite an the results of investigations 
ynfn foe failure last January of a nimam 


Long March rocket launching a Hughes 
communications satellite. GWIC and 
Hughes agreed to continue their “friendly 
cooperation” in pursuing mutual business 
interests. Last June, GWIC won two con- 
tracts from Space System/Loral, another 
American company, to larmch a number of 
c ommuni cations satellites over the next 
two years. 

China plays an active role in cooperating 
with developing countries on space 
grammes. Since 1 988, it has been woi 
with Braril on buflding two global natural 
resources satellites, the first of which will 
be launched late next year. A new bilateral 
agreement signed in Beijing last year wid- 
ened tiie scope of tite two nations’ coop- 
eration to almost all aspects related to 
space exploration, mcfading the possibility 
of malting m advanced communications 
satellite for Bzazfl. 

Since 1992, China has cooperated with 
India, a rising space power, on researching 
the use of satellites in teleconmxunicatioos, 
meteorology and natural disasters. Tech- 
nical exchanges are also going on between 
China and Thailand, Indonesia and South 
Korea. 

According to Luo Ge, cooperation be- 
tween China and other developing coun- 
tries aims at “meeting each other's needs.” 
“We help others in overcoming their weak 
points with our technological strong 
points, and vice versa,” , he said. “For ex- 
ample, India does a better job in tire re- 
search of meteorological and communica- 
tions satellite technology. We can team 
from them. India buys China's sa t elli t e 
spare parts.” 

China is trying to promote the formation 
of an alliance of Asian-Pacific space pow- 
ers. China was one of die countries spon- 
soring the Asia-Pacific Conference on 
Multilateral Cooperation in Space Tech- 
nology and Applications in 1992. Since 
then, sessions have been convened suc- 
cessively in China, Thailand and Pakistan. 
Representatives of the 16 countries at- 
tending all agreed that such a conference 
can be the prototype for an Asian-Pacific 
regional aerospace organisation. 

According to CAC spokesman Zhang Li- 
hui, space industry cooperation and busi- 
ness in the Asia-Pacific area will help the 
regional economy prosper. The nations of 
foe region should thus work together for a 
common future. 

The -writer is a Journalist with China Fea- 
tures. 

Edited by Gamal Nkrumah 
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What other car at this price brings together 
twin airbags, anti-lock brakes and an 
8-speaker audio system with the 
walnut-trimmed, luxuriously upholstered 
interior of a British design classic? 

The current JAGUAR range offers the best 
of today's standards in terms of safety, luxury 
and quality. 

JAGUAR'S 3-year unlimited kilometers 
warranty with scheduled servicing free of 
charge for 3 years, keeps the new range right 
where it belongs, in a class of its own. 
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Human development scrutinised 

IMF-inspired economic reform policies have negatively affected the living standard of most Egyptians, concludes a report on human resource development Gamal Essam El-Din reviews the report s n i 


The IMF-inspired economic reform and 
structural adjustment policies have con- 
sistently led to slowing down economic 
growth rates in Egypt in such a way dial 
average rate of growth of GDP per capita 
dropped to less titan 1 per cent in the last 
three years and thru 19 milli on of the 
Egyptian people, a third of the population, 
now live under the poverty line,’' a 144- 
page Shura Council report entitled Human 
Development as a Basis for Economic 
Growth said this week. 

The report, prepared by the Council's 
Human Resource Development and Local 
Adminis tration Committee, provides a re- 
view of human development conditions in 
Egypt for the year 1995. It relies in its con- 
clusions on a number of surveys conducted 
by the World Bank, the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and 
Egypt's Institute of National Planning. 

According to the report, die concept of 
h uman development was coined for the 
first time in 1990 by UNDP to encompass 
all aspects of h uman development in the 


world. 71 k report defines “human develop- 
ment” as the process of developing human 
capacities by providing human beings with 
the resources necessary for improving their 
lives, such as access to good education and 
the means to maintain a healthy life. 

Human development and economic pros- 
perity are generally gauged by indicators 
on life expectancy, health and nutrition 
conditions, literacy levels, education and 
per capita rate of GDP growth. Drawing on 
statistics from the UNDP report, Egypt 
comes in position 107 oat of 174 coun- 
tries, up from position 173 in 1994. The 
Shura report also stated that in Egypt, life 
expectancy is <533 years, literacy level 
among the adult population is 49.1 per 
cent and per capita share of GDP is 
$3,540. 

The Shura Council report paid special at- 
tention to the role of the IMF-inspired ec- 
onomic reform policies implemented in 
die early 1990s to determine their impact 
on human development in Egypt. Ac- 
cording to the report, even though these 


policies have achieved several economic 
and financial successes, such as cutting in- 
flation rates down to 73 per cent of GDP 
by June 1996 and raising growth rates to 
4.5 per cent at present, these policies have 
foiled to ensure equitable access to basic 
services. More specifically, the IMF- 
inspired Liberalisation policies were 
achieved at the expense of a concrete 
growth in productivity rates and real in- 
comes. “Economic growth should not be 
considered an objective in itself, but should 
rather be a tool for achieving man's wel- 
fare and prosperity," die report stated. 

Worse still, the report contended, the 
World Bank-inspired structural adjustment 
programmes have led to a slowing down in 
economic growth between 1990 and 1995 
and raised unemployment rates because of 
lay-ofis in public sector companies. “Al- 
though the Social Development Fund was 
established by the state to alleviate the se- 
verity of these policies, the state should 
take other urgent initiatives to deal with the 
adverse effects of these policies," the re- 


port contended 

Since the IMF-inspired economic reform 
policies were adopted by Egypt in May 
1990, the number of illiterate adults has 
risen while the quality of health services 
have deteriorated. “Illiteracy rates rose 
from 16 milli on in 1990 to 173 million in 
1993 while close to 3 million children 
have dropped out of basic school registra- 
tion,” the report said. In health terms, the 
report added, a third of Egyptian children 
of pre-school age suffer from growth prob- 
lems, while clean drinking water has yet to 
be available to a fifth of the urban popula- 
tion and to two-fifths of the rural popula- 
tion. 

71k three-day debate in the Council 
showed that Shura members are highly di- 
vided over the conclusions reached by the 
report on the role of government efforts 
and economic reform policies on h uma n 
development in Egypt. While the report 
was criticised by some as painting a 
gloomy picture, it was highly praised by 
others as presenting a balanced and re- 


alistic picture, faking into account both the 
negative and positive effects of govern- 
ment efforts in human development 
Shura member Nazli Muawad, a pro- 
fessor of economics at Cairo University’s 
Faculty of Economics and Political Sci- 
ences, criticised the report for adopting the 
UNDP’s concept of human development. 
“This concept is just one of several other 
concepts adopted by the United S tates and 
the Western world in a new world order,” 
said Muawad. According to her. these con- 
cepts “are just old water poured into new 
bottles". In other words, she added, human 
development as defined by these Western 
concepts is based on market economics. 
Western democracy and the espousing of 
the social values of Weston civilisation, 
especially the American lifestyle. “But in 
Egypt we have two centuries of experience 
in human development, ranging from Mo- 
hamed Ali in the 19th century to Gamal 
Abdel-Nasser in the 20th, which we should 
stick to and make use of." For these rea- 
sons, she emphasised, human development 


in the nineties and the next century should 
be based less on foreign loans and pants 
and more on local investments and Egyp- 
tian values. . . . , 

Ali Lutfi, former prime minister, praised 
die report and described it as “bold and 
frank” in speaking about the negative and 
positive aspects of human develo pmen t ef- 
forts. He agreed that economic reform pol- 
icies have led to social inequality and in- 
come distortions. “This is why the 
government should lake urgent measures 
to reduce taxes on limited-income brackets 
and to redistribute more fairly government 
spending in favour of increased social ser- 
vices,” said Lutfi. 

Mobamed Zaki Abu Amer, minister of 
state for parliamentary affairs, emphasised 
that the government gives its utmost atten- 
tion to human development, especially in 
education and health services. He also crit- 
icised the report for ignoring the efforts ex- 
erted to improve the living conditions of 
women, especially those led by Mrs Su- 
zanne Mubarak. 


Unsettled Gulf 
War spin-off 

Though some reparations have been 
decided for victims of the Gulf War, the 
UNCC still lacks the funds to make 
good on its promises, writes Walid 
Abdel-Nasser 


One United Nations agency that celebrated die actual 
implementation of the Security Council’s food-for-oil 
Resolution 986 (1995) was the United Nations 
Compensation Commission (UNCC), an organ of die 
Security Council that was established in the aftermath 
of the second Gulf War (1990-1991). It was set up to 
compensate individuals, corporations, governments and 
international organisations that suffered “direct loss or 
damage resulting from Iraq’s unlawful invasion and 
occupation of Kuwait." 

The commission has so far completed two full 
categories of individual claims for compensation: “A”, 
for those who were forced to leave Iraq or Kuwait 
during Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait, and “B” for 
individuals who suffered severe personal injury or the 
death of a relative. 

Compensation awards for 862,000 successful “A” 
claims, worth $3.2 billion, were issued by the 
Commission's Governing Council but were unpaid due 
to a lack of financial resources prior to the 
implementation of Resolution 986. On the other hand, 
and due to their limited volume and value, around 
4,000 successful “B” claims were paid a total of $13.4 
million. The funds for this category came from a 
release of 30 per cent of Iraq’s oil-related revenue, 
which had been frozen, and from voluntary 
contributions. Both these sources of financing were 
authorised under Security Council Resolution 778 of 
1992. 

The Governing Council adopted, at its 23rd session 
(16-17 December 1996), the fourth report of the Panel 
of Commissioners on category “C” claims (for 
individual loss of income less than $100,000). This 
category is the third and last category of expedited 
humanitarian claims categories. With this instalment, 
the commission would be finalising work on slightly 
more than half the total number of claims submitted 
under this category. The total value of these c laims is 
$1.6 billion. 

Resolution 986 would make available to the UNCC 
for die next six months a sum of $100 million per 
month, representing 30 per cent of Iraqi oil sales 
revenues as stipulated in Security Council Resolutions 
705 (1991) and 986 (1995). This amount will definitely 
fall short of covering all awards issued or to be issued 
in the coming months. However, the payment of 
substantial amounts of compensation will, in itself, 
revive hopes in the hearts of millions of claimants that 
justice is being rendered. Moreover, Resolution 986 
contains a built-in mechanism for review that allows 
an increase in the amount of oU to be exported by Iraq, 
thereby increasing the share of UNCC. 

The UNCC still faces the difficult task of resolving 
the more complicated claims belonging to categories 
“D” (individual loss of income more than $100,000), 
TT 1 (corporate losses) and “F” (governmental, 
international orga n i s ations and environmental losses). 
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Dividing the world into three main groups — in- 
dustrial countries, -developing countries and 
countries in transition — the October edition of 
the World Economic Outlook report (WEO), 
which is published bi- annually by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF), offers a com- 
prehensive look at the patterns of economic 
growth and development around the globe. 

In the report, the category of industrial coun- 
tries includes the seven largest nations in terms 
of GDP, as well as the 15 members of the Eu- 
ropean Union. Developing countries are listed 
according to region: Africa, Asia, the Middle 
East and the Western Hemisphere. Countries in 
Europe were classified as countries in transition, 
with the exception of Cyprus, Maha, and Turkey 
which were included with developing countries. 

In evaluating the situation in developing coun- 
tries, the report notes that “despite the growing 
number of success stories, many countries con- 
tinue to struggle with macroeconomic imbal- 
ances and structural impediments that keep their 
living standards well below what they are po- 
ll also points out that while market forces are 
increasing in strength and influence, public sec- 
tor industries are still hampering the develop- 
ment of a private sector in many of these coun- 
tries. It adds, however, that the industrial output 
of the developing world increased by six per cent 
in 1 995, and the average inflation rate dropped to 


20 per cent In 1996, aggregate growth is ex- 
pected to rise at the same pace, while inflation is 
expected to decrease in most countries. 

Spotlighting Egypt, the report points out that it 
has made considerable progress in deregulating 
its economy and liberalising foreign trade. 
Moreover, the report highlights the fact that die 
government’s reform p rogra m me is moving for- 
ward with- the privatisation of state-owned en- 
tities, the strengthening of the financial sector 
and attempts to improve the taxation system in 
order to enable the country “to grow at a faster 
pace.” Within the same context, the report said 
that Egypt was one of three countries that re- 
cently received large private capital flows at a 
time when capital flows to most countries in Af- 
rica and the Middle East are still through govern- 
mental channels. 

These reforms, states the report, are expected 
to raise Egypt’s output in 1996 by about four per 
cent, the highest rate of growth since 1987. How- 
ever, since the report was written, mentioning in 
its pages that an agreement in principle was 
reached in late July with the IMF on financial 
support for a package ofpolicy reforms, changes 
have been under way. The agreement was con- 
cluded with the IMF, writing off a $4 billion debt 
as the completion of the third tranche of a 50 per 
cent (Wit write-off awarded to Egypt in 1991 
when it first embarked on a comprehensive ec- 
onomic structural adjustment programme. 


On the regional level, the report said that ec- 
onomic performance varied among the countries 
of the Middle East. Jordan and Israel, for ex- 
ample, are experiencing what the WEO report 
described as a “strong expansion”. In Jordan, the 
report stated that “prudent monetary and fiscal 
policies should continue to promote robust 
growth with low inflation over the next year.” 
However, Israel is attempting to avoid the “over- 
heating” expected to accompany its strengthened 
policies and increased capital in-flows, which 
have been stimulated by prior gains realised on 
the parti to regional stability. 

Oil producing countries, including Saudi Ara- 
bia and Kuwait, according to the report, are ad- 
justing to the decreased price of oiL And al- 
though fiscal deficits are being reduced, these 
countries need to take additional measures to fur- 
ther reduce public expenditure so as to be able to 
contain the increase in the level of public debt. 

On the global level, the report pointed out that 
in 1995, foe growth of the world’s output stood 
at 33 per cent At the time, economic expansion 
was minimal in many industrial countries and de- 
veloping countries of the West However, the 
growth rate was greatest in sub-Saharan Africa 
and the Middle East In 1996, this figure, fore- 
casts die report, will rise to 3.75 per cent arid, by 
1997, to four per cent It added that in Africa and 
the Middle East the situation is expected to im- 
prove more dramatically. 


Focusing on other key indicators, the report 
noted that economic growth, on a global scale, is 
expected to average around 63 per cent in the 
medium-term, provided that adjustment and re- 
form programmes and capital in-flows continue 
at their present levels. Inflation is expected to re- 
main stable in industrial countries, but will de- 
cline in developing countries and countries in 
transition. 

In looking at the world trade of goods and ser- 
vices, writers of the report conclude that al- 
though recessions during the early 1990’s in in- 
dustrial countries have led to a lower demand on 
izzzports,this was offset by the increase in activ- 
ity and imports, especially of capital goods, in 
developing countries. This demand, in 1995 in 
particular, helped boost world trade at a time 
when demand for imported goods in Europe de- 
clined. “Growth in world trade is expected to re- 
main buoyant in 1996 and 1997," noted the re- 
port 

On the topic of debt settlements, the report said 
that foe burden of external debt lor developing 
countries is projected to decline in 1996-97. It 
pointed out that since May 1996, a number of 
countries have completed debt-service agree- 
ments, or are now out of debt with official and 
commercial creditors- Thus, the drop in the ex- 
ternal debt-servicing burden of developing coun- 
tries will free resources for the improv em ent of 
the infrastructure and welfare investments. 
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THE GENERAL Market Index (GMI) has main- 
tained its steady increase during the week end- 
ing 12 December,, gaining 9.02 points to close 
at 287.76. However, the volume of trading 

f lummeted to LE278.3 million compared to LE 
22.6 million the week before. 

This week, Heliopolis Housing and Urban- 
isation (HHU) was 
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the market’s lead- 
er, realising the 
highest value of 
market trans- 
actions. Trading 
LE100.6 mill i on jjj 
shares, the com- 
pany co rnered 
36.15 per cent of 
the value of total 
market trades. 
Moreover, its 
shares gained 
LE45 to close at 
LE345. Topping 
foe scales in toms 
of number of 
shares traded was 
the Egypt-Arab- 
African Bank with 
369,375 shares 



President 

et RSdacteur en Chef 


Ibrahim Nafie 


Out Of foe 40 8/12/96 9/12/96 1 

c ompa nies whose 

shares increased in 

value tins week, Cairo Housing and Urban- 
isation recorded foe greatest jump, as its shares 
rose in value by 59 per cent to close at LE20.5. 
Similarly, shares of the Paints and Chemical In- 
dustries Company realised an impressive 
LE51J28 per share increase before leveling off at 


LEI 40. Also in the manufacturing sector, shares 
of Ameriya Pharmaceutical Industries gained 
LE29 to close at LES 15, while those of the Arab 
Aluminium Company continued on their two- 
week upswing to gain LES and close at LE48. 

After a strong week of trading, foe financial 
sector’s index shot up by 14.75 to close at 
389.95 points as 

- — — shares of the Misr 

Exterior Bank, in- 
creasing in value 
for the second 
week in a row, 

—r - — — ■ gained LE35 to 

71 close at LE785. 

r Back in the man- 

ufacturing sector, 

shares of the Kafr 
El-Zayat Pesticides 
and Chemicals 

company led foe 

way for foe 34 
companies whose 

•_ shares decreased in 

. . . value. The com- 

pany’s stock fell 

. . by 123 per cent 

— and dosed at 

tes Wed TV.* LE70, while that of 

1™* foe Upper Egypt 

2/96 11/12/96 12/12/96 Mills companylost 

3.3 per cent of its 

opening price and 
levelled off at LE68.75. The financial sector's 
Commercial International Bank (CIB) also had a 
less-than-stcllar week as its shares fall by LE6 to 
close at LE485. 


Edited by Ghada Ragab 


BCCI refunds 

FIVE years following foe col- 
lapse of foe Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International 
(BCCI). thousands of the 
bank’s depositors hope to be 
partially refunded in foe near 
future. 

According to Wagih Shindy, 
former minister of investment 
and international cooperation 
and bead of the Finance, Busi- 
IKMS and Legal Experts Group 
which is responsible for foe re- 
funding operation, nearly 
25,000 former depositors from 
130 countries will receive a to- 
tal of SI 35 billion in com- 
pensation. This figure repre- 
sents about 15 per cent of the 
collapsed bank’s total de- 
posits, which are estimated to 
be in foe range of $9 billion. 

This move follows the suc- 
cess of liquidators in obtaining 
compensation from foe main 
shareholders of the huritr fo foe 
United Arab Emirates. In ad- 
dition, funds have also been 
obtained from the liquidation 
of the bank’s assets and court 
niungs in favour of foe bank in 
foe US. Other com pensati on 
nmds have come from some 
Arab businessmen who were 
shareholders in the Mwt- 

An agreement has been 
reached with the Abu Dhabi 
government stipulating that 
liquidators receive $1,800 bil- 
boo in compensation. US an- 
foonbes also allowed the 
forafer of $243 million after 
foe liquidation of one of the 
us institutions funded by foe 
bank. 
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Al-Ahram m . A 


During (he Gist 25 years of its existence. 
Al-Ahram served as an important bridge 
between the East and West, as is ev- 
idenced by the amount of space it devoted 
to events on the other side of the Med- 
iterranean; indeed around die world. 

Frequently, the newspaper would feature 
reports from its correspondents abroad. 
Early on in its history, its owner and di- 
rector, Bichat* Taqia, set the tradition of 
touring European capitals in order to pro- 
vide first-hand coverage of major events. 
It was a tradition be continued to follow 
until his death in 1901 . Another section of 
Al-Ahram* generally located on the third 
page, was called “Public and Private Tele- 
grams'* which featured selections from in- 
ternational news agencies that would be of 
interest to its readers. Last but not least 
was a relatively permanent fixture in Al- 
Ahram. Taking up not an inconsiderable 
space of the front page and sometimes 
overflowing onto the second was the col- 
umn, “Mail from Europe." 

“Mail from Europe” offered selections 
from European newspapers and mag- 
azines. Apart from articles taken from the 
French press, the column featured selec- 
tions from die British press, with par- 
ticular attention to the London Tunes due 
to its reputation for credibility. Al-Ahram 
also frequently published selections from 
the German. Austrian, I talian and Greek 
press, which means that from its earliest 
years a considerable portion of its weak 
was devoted to translation. 

It is interesting to note that “Mail from 
Europe” took up a considerably greater 
amount of space in the earlier years of the 
newspaper. During these sensitive nascent 
years, Al-Ahram had to be careful to avoid 
embroiling itself directly in domestic is- 
sues. particularly in what it referred to as 
‘'politics". It was therefore safer to leave 
the European newspapers to speak on its 
behalf. However, after Egypt fell under 
British occupation, Al-Ahram no longer 
feared engaging directly in politics once h 
enjoyed the legal protection of the French 
Consulate and the moral protection of the 
general nationalist climate. Nevertheless, 
that Egypt was ruled by one European 
power — Great Britain — which was an 
arch rival of another European power — 
France — lent “Mail from Europe” a spe- 
cial status. 

A quick comparison between Al-Ahram 
and the other major Arabic bmg im g p news- 
papers of the epoch — Al-Muqattam and 
Al-Mu’ayyid which appeared in 1889, and 
Al-Liwa' which appeared in 1900 — dem- 
onstrates that our newspaper provided the 
most important bridge to the outside 
world. Al-Mu ’ ayyid , with its Ottoman or- 
ientation, was primarily drawn to events 
surrounding the Supreme Porte. The pro- 
British Al-Muqattam devoted the bulk of 
hs space to issues suggested to h by the 
occupation authorities or to defending the 
occupation against the nationalists. As for 
Al-Uwa \ it followed the strictly na- 
tionalist line of its owner and founder 
Mustafa Kamel and it wns only logical 
that it would concent itself with external 


events only insofar as they served its inter- 
ests. 

As this important link to Europe broad- 
ened, its content became increasingly var- 
iegated. In spite of its tide, it was not sole- 
ly preoccupied with the rapid turn of 
events on that continent per se. Rather, 
the objective was to highlight the im- 
portant reports that appeared in European 
newspapers, regardless of whether or not 
they were related to events in Europe. As a 
consequence, readers found themselves 
transported variously from Europe to the 
Far East or to Latin America. Closer to 
home, the column featured selections from 
the European press that had direct bearings 
on the growing European aspirations in the 
Middle East during a crucial era of imperi- 
alist expansion. Nor did Al-Ahram over- 
look in its selections the human interest 
stories with which it would tantalise its 
readers from time to time. Indeed, this is 
an appropriate starting point with which to 
begin our tour of Al-Akram's “Mail from 
Europe” column. 

“Royal families” was a subject that was 
sure to attract the reader's interest, par- 
ticularly in light of the fact that the mon- 
archical system still prevailed in most Eu- 
ropean countries: Great Bri tain, Germany, 
Austria, Italy, Russia. Belgium, Holland, 
Sweden and Norway. The following two 
stories illustrate the type of articles fea- 
tured in this category. 

The first pertains to Queen Victoria, 
who one day was reviewing tbe troops in 
the company of one of her granddaughters. 
“The young princess would cast her eye at 
length upon some of die officers of the 
guards in spite of the reproachful glances 
her grandmother directed at her. The prin- 
cess had been toying with a handkerchief 
when suddenly a gust of wind blew it from 
her hand on to foe ground. Immediately 
four officers rushed forward to attempt to 
restore it to its owner. The queen, how- 
ever, ordered the officers to leave the 
handkerchief as it was and turned to foe 
princess and told her to bend down and 
pick h up herself. As foe princess did as 
she was told, her free was red with shame 
and anger.” 

On 13 February 1901, “Mail from Eu- 
rope” offered its readers a delightful ac- 
count of foe wedding ceremonies of Wfl- 
helma, foe queen of Holland. On foe first 
day, the queen issued a pardon for all 
those sentenced to prison for having com- 
mitted murder, but who had continued to 
protest their innocence. The following 
day, she received the delegations of kings 
and statesmen who bad come to attend tbe 
ceremonies. The article goes on to de- 
scribe the elegant banquet attended by vis- 
iting royal and ambassadorial delegations 
and the play that was staged for the queen. 

Much as our contemporary newspapers 
do, the editor of foe “Mail from Europe” 
col umn would, from time to time, select 
sensational stories of events on foe other 
side of foe Mediterranean. Under foe head- 
line, “Accident in Rome," Al-Ahram re- 
ports that on 13 August 1901 a train 
stalled at a distance of 12km from tbe Ital- 


Diwan of contemporary life 


From the early days of its publication in 
1876, Al-Ahram showed a great inter- 
est in foreign news, a trait that it has re- 
tained until today. In the first 25 years 
of existence, it carried a permanent front-page section for 
foreign news, dubbed ‘Mail from Europe’, which sometimes 
spilled over onto the second page. Despite the title, that sec- 
tion was not confined to Europe but also covered news from 
the Arab world, the Far East, the United States and Latin 
America. In this instalment of his Diwan chronicles. Dr 
Yunan Labib Rizk samples some of the foreign news 
items that Al-Ahram judged to be worthy of publication 




ian capital. “The engineer sent out one of 
the conductors to warn the train that was 
due to arrive after them. But, the driver of 
the following train did not receive foe 
warning and crashed into tbe stalled train, 
crushing its carriages. Fifteen were killed 
and four were wounded. When news of 
the accident reached foe king and queen, 
they along with other members of tbe 
court, rushed to the scene in order to tend 
to the injured.” 

Al-Ahram also entertained hs readers 
with tbe curiosities of European habits and 
i-iidnmc which would sometimes invoke 
foe newspaper’s admiration and at others 
its disapprobation. The newspaper was 
greatly impressed by “the Greek banker. 
Sancros, who bequeathed all his assets to 
charitable activities. We have read in re- 
cent newspapers that foe man , who wrote 
his will in his own hand, placed most of 
his considerable wealth, which amounted 
to 30 million drachmas, in trust for char- 
itable institutions. Of this amount he al- 
located three million to building schools, 
courts and improving prisons. He allocated 
another sum for the construction of bak- 
eries to produce cheap bread in Athens, 
and a third amount to foe founding of char- 
itable institutions. This great benefactor 
was buried at government expense and the 
royal family marched in his funeral cor- 
tege. People were unanimous in their 
praise and mourning for the man.” 

Tbe newspaper was also struck by that 
intimate relationship between tbe British 
and their animals. As an illustration of this 
idiosyncrasy, it cited Lord Roberts who af- 
ter returning from the war in Af ghanistan 


“so praised foe valour and courage of his 
horse that Queen Victoria bestowed the 
Medal of Kabul upon the noble steed, per- 
sonally hanging the medal around its neck. 
She also conferred foe Victoria Medal of 
Good Conduct upon two dogs." This drew 
both admiration and surprise from Al- 
Ahram. 

Other customs were not so deserving of 
Al-Ahram ' s approbation. On one occa- 
sion, for example, it directed its scorn 
against the superstitions that some Eu- 
ropeans still clung to particularly in east- 
ern parts of the continent. 

In similar vein, Al-Ahram condemned 
the practice of some European newspapers 
to publish astrologers “predictions" for the 
new year. Nevertheless, this attitude did 
not prevent Al-Ahram from relaying these 
predictions, even if it did preface it with 
the religious injunction, “Astrologers tell 
not foe truth, even if their predictions turn 
true.” 

While some European social customs 
struck wonder and others provoked cen- 
sure, unqualified praise was reserved for 
foe latest scientific discoveries and in- 
ventions in the developed world. The 
newspaper was particularly impressed by 
an American device that could transmit 
sound to a range of 25 miles. It was also 
impressed by a new armoured vehicle in- 
vented in Italy. 

Further in this line of human interest, 
“Mail from Europe” covers the first at- 
tempt to cross tbe English Channel. This 
took place in 1898 when the Englishman. 
Frank Holme, set off from foe British 
coastline. His brother accompanied him in 


a boat. "He was canying food and could 
rescue him if the need" arose." iDn two oc- 
casions. the passing ships attempted to 
stop and rescue whai they thought was a 
drowning man: however, the brother 
warned them off. “At 2 o'clock. Frank de- 
cided to have a biic to cat and his brother 
handed him a bottle filled with warm milk 
and a bit of pressed meat. - Later, the 
brother tried to convince Frank to give up, 
but Frank was adamant about pressing on 
until the end. However, as thev ap- 
proached the French coast, the outrider 
discovered that it was blanketed in such a 
thick fog thai he was convinced that Frank 
might get tost and that he would be unable 
to save him. He prevailed upon Frank to 
get into foe boat and Frank agreed.” 

The procession of uninterrupted news in 
the "Mail from Europe" provides a de- 
tailed panorama of international political 
conditions at foe turn of the century. One 
segment of this portrait is related to events 
in Europe itself which was in the grip of 
tw o concerns. The first was the spectre of 
foe anarchist movements that had claimed 
several crowned heads of state. The sec- 
ond was the romantic notion, championed 
by foe Russian tsar, that it was possible to 
create a permanent peace in foe war- 
plagued continent. 

The issue of anarchism was ignited by 
the assassination of foe Italian King Um- 
berto in 1900. It was with particular inter- 
est that Al-Ahram covered the trial of foe 
assassin. Al-Ahram followed the news of 
anarchists everywhere. From Russia, the 
column reported that the police had ar- 
rested 30 students in Kiev. 16 of whom 
were sentenced to death. "When foe court 
pronounced its verdict, the condemned re- 
fused to petition for mercy to foe tsar who 
pardoned them anyway in spite of their ob- 
stinacy." From Austria foe newspaper re- 
ports. beneath foe headline “Anarchists!” 
on foe arrest of port workers in Pula on the 
Adriatic who had planned on blowing up 
foe Austrian fleet anchored in foe port. 

Tsar Nikolas II's idealistic appeal for 
European peace was launched in Sep- 
tember" 1898 in a manifesto in which be 
pleads for human compassion and dis- 
armament. Reactions throughout Europe 
ranged from acclaim to incredulity. An 
Austrian newspaper commented. “That foe 
tsar has reached out to foe world bearing 
an olive branch is a precedent in h uman 
history. If time fulfils bis wishes, the 
name of this great emperor will be etched 
in the finest page of the annals of history.” 
On foe other hand, a Belgian newspaper 
wrote. “Anyone who has seen the severity 
with which foe Russian government treats 
its subjects will treat the tsar's peaceful 
manifesto with all due caution and skep- 
ticism." 

The Far East was another comer of the 
panorama of international conditions de- 
picted by “Mail from Europe.” At foe fore- 
front of news from these quarters was Chi- 
na. foe object of rival European rivaling 
imperial aspirations of foe period. 

Tbe column also followed foe stream of 
news emanating from China at foe end of 


1900 on foe Boxer Rebellion and the mas- 
sive European intervention to quel! it. 
leading to the destruction of Peking. The 
newspaper featured a traveller's first-hand 
description of foe Chinese capital in foe 
wake of battle. The eity “had turned into 
piles of rubble and remnants of homes and 
palaces foe sight of which weighs heavily 
on foe bean of foe beholder." 

“Mai! from Europe” would hardly be 
likely to ignore events closer to home in 
foe Arab world, extending from foe Gulf 
to foe Atlantic Ocean. An item from Mus- 
cat reported great popular anxiety and ag- 
itation in foe Omani capital because (be 
British consul “had erected a pole in from 
of his residence from which he flew foe 
British flag, which foe people interpreted 
as a sign that Great Britain had staked a 
claim to ownership." From Kuwait on 24 
April 1902. it reports that instructions 
were given to British warships to head to- 
ward Kuwait after foe government bad 
learned that French and Russian battle- 
ships had docked there. A third hem, this 
time from Rome, announced foal Italian 
newspapers were predicting that Italian 
forces would soon be launching an expedi- 
tion against Tripoli < Libya). Taken togeth- 
er. foe three items portray foe ongoing 
tempest that swept over foe Arab world 
and that subsided only after most of it had 
fallen into foe hands of foe European pow- 
ers. 

Some of foe most interesting items in 
“Mail from Europe” of foal era were those 
items related to foe US, which, at the time, 
was id foe process of acquiring an inter- 
national garb foal would reflect foe size of 
this growing world power. .As Al-Ahram 
indicates, Washington was extending itself 
in two domains: Latin America and foe 
Philippines, both at foe expense of Spain. 
It is no coincidence that at the turn of foe 
century, most of Spain’s colonies were 
erupting into revolution. Within a single 
year, 1898. its colonics in Chile, Cuba and 
the Philippines were ablaze in uprisings. 

Following foe reports in Al-Ahram* one 
notes (hat foe scenario was virtually foe 
same: A popular revolution erupts against 
Spain. When the revolutionaries, re- 
ceiving encouragement from the US, make 
some gains, Madrid attempts to suppress 
them with foe harshness it had habitually 
used in its colonics. Tbe American forces 
move in on foe pretext of protecting foe 
revolutionaries, cutting off communica- 
tions between Spain and its overseas pos- 
sessions. Eventually, Spain gives in and 
relinquishes its former colonies, creating 
conditions in favour of foe American pres- 
ence. It was tbe recurrence of scenarios 
such as these at the end of foe last century 
that paved foe way for foe emergence of 
foe world's primary superpower at foe end 
of this century. 


The author is a pro- 
fessor of history and 
head of Al-Ahram His- 
tory Studies Centre. 



NBE and Banqne Misr among sponsors 

IBM, XEROX, Hewlett Packard, ETS and Blue Max Computer, 
will be joined by Banque Misr and the National Bank of Egypt 
(NBE) in this year’s Al-Ahram Computer Exhibition, which will 
coincide with the International Conference on Artificial In- 
telligence. 

The exhibition wifi take place from 27 February until 2 March 
1997 at the Semirarras Inter-continental Hotel. 

NBE uses the latest, state-of-the-art information technology at 
its branches nationwide to render the following sendees: tele- 
banking, network transactions and automatic telling machines. 


German-Arab chamber workshops 

ATEF UBAID, minister of the public business sector, will 
attend the concluding session of the workshop held by 
the German-Arab Chamber of Commerce. The two-day 
workshop on environmental management will take place 
at the Semiramis Inter-continental Hotel. Mohamed Farid 
Khamis. president of the Egyptian Federation of In- 
dustries, will take part in the event. A group of Egyptian 
and foreign experts are also scheduled to attend the 
workshop. 
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Jin Investment BanUi 

announces the Mowing vacancies 



Cimditinns 

• Holder of prep, school certificate or equivalent 

• Military service completed (3 years with good record) 
preferably those who served in security forces 

• Permanently residing in these areas 

• Age not to exceed 30 



• 5 years experience in operating and maintainin g 
•telephones 

• Age not to exceed 30 years 

• Applicant is required to pass the tests at the bank. 
Applicants will be notified about the date and place 

of these tests 

Applications should be mailed to : 

P.O.Box 2446 
Cairo - Personnel 

within a week from the advertisement date. 

Applications should include a copy of prep, school certificate 
copy of ID, copy of military certificate and copies of 
experience certificates plus a personal photo. 


N 
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NBE extends new services to stimulate the capital market 


IN LINE with the re- 
quirements of the Egyp- 
tian economy as well as 
international developments 
in the banking industry, 
National Bank of Egypt 
(NBE) has played a pi- 
oneering role in extending 
unprecedented banking 
services together with 
state-of-the-art methods of 
stimulating the capital 


market. Accordingly, an 
agreement has been con- 
cluded between NBE and 
Misr for Clearing, Settling 
and Centre Depository to 
take over the cash man- 
agement of brokerage 
companies listed in Cairo 
and Alexandria stock ex- 
changes. This is in addi- 
tion to effecting cash man- 
agement for the benefit of 


the said company with a 
view to streamlining the 
trade of securities and set- 
tlement of financial li- 
abilities. 

Furthermore, NBE’s El- 
Nasr and Alexandria 
branches will temporarily 
carry out activities of a 
clearing bank without 
charging any fees or com- 
missions. 


Such a new service is 
extended, inter alia, by the 
bank to promote the cap- 
ital market, via managing 
the bank's as well as cus- 
tomers' portfolios; ex- 
tending loans against se- 
curities; assuming the role 
of a market maker; es- 
tablishing NBE mutual 
funds and back-office cap- 
ital market companies to 


operate in the fields of bro- 
kerage. clearing and safe- 
keeping. financial en- 
gineering, restructuring 
and securitisation. This is 
in addition to preparing 
NBE securities index, sub- 
scribing on Treasury bills 
"2000* and extending sev- 
eral other services that tar- 
get the stimulation of the 
capital market. 


Banque du Caire: 44 years serving 
the Egyptian economy 


THE RECENT period witnessed the 
implementation of procedures for 
the second stage of Egypt's ec- 
onomic reform programme, in light 
of the undertaking of necessary pro- 
cedures. The Egyptian government 
has succeeded in this aspect 
through realising economic stability, 
reducing the deficit, and has less- 
ened the inflation rate in the coun- 
try. 

Banque du Caire, with its long ex- 
perience In boosting the national 
economy, has taken part in imple- 
menting the policies of the econom- 
ic reform programme, having par- 
ticipated in 35 projects covering a 
wide range of economic sectors. In 
the banking sector, the bank is a 
shareholder In 12 banks within the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, and in 3 
banks abroad. This is in addition to 
its activities within the tourism, in- 
dustrial. mining, investment ag- 
ricultural, food sanitation, service 
and Industry sectors. 

On the local front Banque du 
Caire extends its services to all 
parts of the country, with over 220 
branches. The bank also has 
branches in the Gulf region, at Abu 
Dhabi, Dubai, Shariqa and Ras AJ- 
Kheima in Bahrain. The bank also 
has capital in the Banque du Caire- 


Saudi in Saudi Arabia. There is also 
a branch of the bank in Amman, Jor- 
dan. Branches have recently been 
extended throughout Africa in 
Uganda and Zimbabwe. And for a 
number of years, the bank has had 
a representative office in Kiev, 
Ukraine. 

Banque du Caire is continually 
striving to develop its services using 
the latest technology. In ac- 


Daqahliya 

Bank 

assembly to 
convene 


THE GENERAL Assembly of 
Daqahliya Bank will convene on 
Saturday 28 December in Man- 
sou ra to approve the balance 
sheet and discuss the mod- 
ifications in the operation sys- 
tem of the bank. The bank's 
name will be changed to suit its 
future activities. Seif Qatari, 
managing director of the bank 
stated. 


cordance with the demands of its 
clients, the bank now offers ATM 
services at most of its branches, 
and has introduced home banking 
for its customers, making it easy for 
them to carry out transactions. Cus- 
tomers can also make Visa and 
Mastercard transactions. In the 
near future. Banque du Caire will is- 
sue its own Visa cards. 

In boosting the financial market 
and expanding on foe wishes of its 
customers, Banque du Caire has 
established its first investment fund, 
having a value of LE100 million. Al- 
though foe fund will last for just one 
year, it is expected to achieve not- 
able gains. 

During fiscal year 1994/1995 foe 
bank made a substantia! increase in 
its balance, achieving a 16 per cent 
increase to LE25.520 million, over 
foe LE21.949 million of foe pevious 
year, a gain of LE3.571 million. 

Deposits reached LE20.419 mil- 
lion. over LEI 7,855 million from foe 
previous year. Loans totaled 
LEI 0,592 million, a 31 per cent in- 
crease over LE8.100 million in foe 
previous year. 

As always. Banque du Caire re- 
mains one of foe national economic 
pillars which has gained foe trust 
and respect of its customers. 



THE VOLUME of loans provided by 
foe industrial Development Bank since 
foe beginning of its activities totaled 
LE4.300 billion. This sum went to 
24,000 beneficiaries and 691 projects 
in all areas. 

The cost of foe projects financed by 
the bank provided over 298 thousand 
job opportunities. 

The Industrial Development Bank of 
Egypt was launched in 1976 to help 
enhance Egyptian industry. Small- 
scale and cooperative industries are 
given special concern by foe bank 
which provides loans at easy terms for 
these industries. 

The bank also buys foe equipment 
required for these ventures. The In- 
dustrial Development Bank of Egypt 
also acts as a mediator between inter- 
national monetary foundations and na- 
tional venture to secure foe financing 
these projects require. The bank 
launched many branches in new urban 
communities such as 10th of Ramadan 
City, 6 October City, El-Salam City, El- 
Sadat City and Borg Al-Arab, so as to 
boost development there. 

The latest service of foe bank is foe 
marketing of client's products in local 
and international fairs through dis- 
playing their products in foe bank's pa- 
vilion at the Cairo International Fair. 
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Settlement unsettling 


Once again, Netanyahu has proven that he is hell-bent on doing j 
as he pleases, with no regard for the consequences ofhis ac- 
tions. Incentives have beat offered to Jews to encourage diem 
to settle in Palestinian lands. But while the international com- 
munity, this time including the US, has condemned the settle- 
ment expansion policy as counterproductive to peace, the Israe- 
li premier is not interested m listening. 

In fact, Netanyahu is not interested in listening to any sug- 
gestions that do not sh kosher with his own ideas. Hence the 
tension between Clinton and Netanyahu. It matters not to the 
current Israeli administration that the international community, 
unlike what Israel is trying to do to die Palestinians, is not at- 


tempting to dictate policy but put forth recommendations that 
will push along the ! on g-stallea peace process. Nor does it mat- 


ter to Netanyahu that foe expansion of settlements in both the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem are initiatives which decidedly 
run counter to foe Oslo Accords, to which, incidentally, the Li- 
kud leader (toes not feel obliged to honour. But while Ne- 
tanyahu is, to put it in legal terms, assuming facts not yet ac- 
cepted as evidence — namely fop* Israel will have increased 
rights in these areas, be sure that if the Palestinians were to do 
the same, as in declaring sovereignty, he would be the first to 
voice voriferous opposition and, perhaps, drop a few bombs 
for good measure. 

These issues, however, are of no interest to Netanyahu and 
other extremist I sra elis, who view the expansion of settlements 
as a duty compelling enough to perhaps incite a third Intifada 
and the final and conclusive break down of peace in foe region. 
Moreover, if these issues, as Netanyahu has clearly stipulated, 
are not really up for discussion, then which ones are? 

Netanyahu must, once and for all come to terms with the re- 
ality that the right to self-determination which Israel values 
enough to allow ft to blindly deconstruct peace, is foe same 
dream that Palestinians look to when forcing themselves to sit 
at a negotiating table with a partner in peace that would have 
them dead. 
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As I noted in last week’s article, the Arab 
world is in a position to realise a period of un- 
precedented economic growth, following a 
decade, the 1980s, in which development goals 
seemed increasingly out of reach. 

On what do I base such optimism? 

Certainly, as for as oil exporting nations in 
foe region are concerned, attempts to diversify 
economies have been strikingly successful. 
True, oil revenues remain foe single most im- 
portant source of income for these countries, 
though in foe next few years, we can expect to 
see an enhanced performance in secondary 
sectors of foe industry. 

Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Kuwait account 
for 45 per cent of foe world’s known oil re- 
sources. Outside foe Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil, only Iraq, Iran, Venezuela, Mexico, foe 
Central Asian republics and Russia possess 
si gnifi cant oil reserves. As the century draws 
to a close, it seems inevitable that in- 
dustrialised nations will become increasingly 
dependent on imported oil, the bulk of which 
will be produced by Arab members of OPEC. 

Most experts in the industry predict that 
OPEC members will, by foe end of foe cen- 
tury, account for some 45 per cent of total oil 
production, a rise of almost 10 per cent on 
current figures. This means that Arab members 


The economic future 
looks brighter than 
ever, butoniy if the 
Arab world capitalises 
on the hard won gains it 
has already made, 
writes Ibrahim 
Nafie 












of OPEC can expect tbeir production of oil to 
increase from the present level of 16 million 
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increase from foie present level of 16 million 
barrels per day to 23-25 millio n barrels daily 
over foe next few years. Should foe ban on 
Iraqi od exports not have been entirely lifted 
by foe end of foe century, then foe shortfall in 
production will be made up by other Gulf oil 
exporters, thus increasing foe overall levels of 
their potential revenues. 

If experts are fairly unanimous in tbeir es- 
timates of foe effects of the growth in demand 
for oil on production, they are less sure about 
its effects on price. Yet even foe most con- 


servative estimates calculate the price of a bar- 
rel of oil at between $21-23 over the next few 
years. This steady increase in price and in ex- 
ports will generate increased revenues for oil- 
producers. The benefits of these increases are 
already being felt, and in the short term will 
be increasingly significant to regional econ- 
omies. 

The rise in oil prices during foe Gulf crisis 
saw the cost of a barrel of oil reach 517, 
where it remained until 1995. Steady increases 
since then have seen oil bead towards foe S20 
a barrel mark, generating increased incomes 
for GCC members this year. 

This jump in ofl revenues has coincided with 
concerted efforts on the part of Arab o0 pro- 
ducers to limit their budget deficits. By foe 
end of this financial year debts incurred during 
foe Gulf crisis should have been finally erad- 
icated, and by foe end of foe decade foe Gulf 
economies should once again be generating 
large financial surpluses. Though these are un- 


likely to reach the levels they did in foe seven- 
ties and early eighties, they will, nonetheless, 
furnish an important impetus to inter-Arab 
cooperation. 

If foe outlook for oil producers is bright, it 
is no less so for non oil-producing countries in 
the region, who will also benefit, indirectly, 
from foe increased demand for oil. 

Massive strides have already been made in 
reforming foe majority of .Arab economics. Tu- 
nisia, Morocco, Jordan and Egypt are already 
beginning to see foe rewards of years of dif- 
ficult reforms in enhanced economic growth 
and reduced budget deficits. And foe example 
furnished by these four have, since the mid- 
nineties, infl uenced policy makers in Yemen. 
Syria and Algeria, who are seeking to follow 
their leadL 

Arab economies have made many strides in 
invigorating their economies. Competition is 
now at unprecedented levels. The investment 
climate has never been better with privat- 


isation programmes, deregulated financial mar- 
kets and legal and tax reforms attracting local 
and international investments and 
higher rates of economic growth. Ami after a 
long period of stagnation per capita stores of 
GNP are finally increasing, a trend that is ex- 
pected to continue. , . ^ ■ 

How, then, can we capitalise on what are, m 
effect, a series of very optuntstieradreatois? . 

Certainly we need to consolidate our ad- 
ministrative and organisational capacity to ser- 
vice potential investors, which demmds that 
we make use or foe latest technologies. And 
we must be conscious of the need to attract a 
larger share of increasing oil surpluses as in- 
vestment within foe region. , . 

Much woik is still to be done tn identifying 
the most profitable areas for investment, and 
in ca lculating which projects have the greatest 
potential developmental spin-offs in stim- 
ulating Arab cooperation. 

We must not, however, repeat mistakes of 
foe past, when government bureaucracies acted 
to inhibit potential investment. Rather, we 
should be working towards something re- 
sembling an Arab free trade zone. 

Without venturing to propose a specific 
mechanism to boost what is, in reality, a paltry 
level of inter-Arab trade, we must formulate 
policies capable of capitalisiDg on gains al- 
ready made if we are to create an Arab free 
trade zone worthy of foe name. 

We have a long way to go before we are in 
a position to realise foe fulJ implications of 
Arab economic cooperation that will enable 
each Arab country to optimise its full po- 
tential. But if wc arc to reach this, position 
we must remain steadfast in the face of chal- 
lenges and international changes. Only such 
steadfastness will enable us to grab foe gold- 
en opportunity, so tantalisingly in reach, with 
both hands. 


Freezing the peace process 

Mohamed Sid-Ahmed discusses the scenario of a blocked peace process, possibly for years to come 


Individual growth 


By Naguib Mahfouz 


In its September/October 1996 issue, foe pre- 
stigious American review. Foreign Affairs . pub- 
lished an article by Richard N Haass, adviser to 
former president Bush on Middle East problems 
and currently director of Foreign Policy Studies at 
foe Brookings Institution, under the title. The Mid- 
dle East- No More Treaties , which puls forward a 
very different assessment of the situation than 
those we usually hear. 

In the author’s view, *Tt has been a remarkable 
five years in foe Middle East Beginning in Oc- 
tober 1991, when Arabs and Israelis first met face 
to face in Madrid, it went on to include two Israe- 
li-PLO accords, an Israeli- Jordanian peace treaty, 
two grand regional economic conferences, foe re- 
peal by the UN General Assembly of the 1975 
resolution equating Zionism with racism, serious 
peace negotiations between Isael and Syria, and 
decisions by several Arab states and many other 
governments around the world to establish dip- 
lomatic relations with Israel... That era, if five 
years can qualify as an era, is over.” 

As to whether there is any chance of further 
treaties in the coming era. Haass states flatly that 
“for foe next five years, foe short answer is no.” 
The main reason he gives for this bleak appraisal 
is that the agreements already reached reduce foe 
prospects for treaties, because there is less ur- 
gency now than before. As be puts it, “The status 
quo is better than ft was five years ago and is in 
many ways tolerable — possibly more tolerable 
than the r isks of compromise". Moreover, there is 
neither the will nor the ability to conclude an Is- 
raeli-Palestinian final status agreement at this 
juncture, with Netanyahu opposing a Palestinian 
state, the rigid of return for Palestinian refugees, 
and any dilution of exclusive Israeli sovereignty 
over a united Jerusalem. In this rationale, it is po- 
litically less risky for Israel “to live with an im- 
perfect status quo than to contemplate con- 
troversial alternatives.” 

Haass dismisses the prospects of a treaty be- 
tween Syria and Israel — and hence between Leb- 
anon and Israel — as even more unlikely. Noting 
that foe close outcome of the recent election un- 
derlined that Israel is a divided country, he points 
out that it is impossible to define what mandate, if 
any, Netanyahu can rightfully claim. Haass con- 
cludes that foe current situation in foe Middle East 
is “neither stable nor sustainable”-, and that “foe 


current modus vivendi can collapse.” According 
to Haas, another war between Israel and Syria 
“could well involve weapons of mass de- 
struction... and even if this nightmare did not ma- 
terialise, a conventional war would still involve 
staggering human and financial costs on either 
side.” 

Still, he believes it would be wrong to equate 
poor prospects for agreements with an end to foe 
peace process. There is what he calls a plateau 
between peace on foe one hand and conflict on the 
other, and establishing such a plateau ought to be 
the purpose of foe next era of diplomacy. For di- 
plomacy can still achieve progress in foe absence 
of treaties and other formal a gr eem ent s. As Haass 
sees it, three alternatives stand out unilateralism 
(such as an Israeli pullout from southern Leb- 
anon— “which would reduce the vulnerability of 
Israeli forces and put pressure on Syria and Iran to 
haft their interference in Lebanon’s internal af- 
fairs..”); confidence-building measures (such as 
further Israeli withdrawals in accordance with foe 
Oslo II accords..), and signalling (the example he 
chooses to give here is that Israel must “com- 
municate to Damascus that ft is... prepared to at- 
tack Syrian forces in Lebanon... to interrupt Syr- 
ian support for Hezbollah”). 

Haass may not be talking in foe nam e of foe 
Clinton administration, but his arguments are per- 
suasive and cannot be easily dismissed. Contrary 
to the commonly held view that foe choice is be- 
tween a breakthrough towards peace as foe best- 
case scenario and more of foe status quo as foe 
worst, he warns that the choice could well be be- 
tween foe status quo as foe best-case scenario and 
deterioration towards war, eventually nuclear, as 
the worst 

I have previously written that the ‘optimal’ sit- 
uation for Netanyahu was never foe ‘maximal’ sit- 
uation, that is, to move forward with the peace 
process to its ultimate conclusion of mutual peace 
agreements binding on all foe protagonists. Haass 
has now come up with an even more gloomy ap- 
praisal, stating that it is all the parties concerned 
and not only Netanyahu who would find in the 
status quo a lesser ev3 than foe concessions they 
will have to make to finalise foe peace process. 

An important question is whether this appraisal 
and foe ‘diplomacy for a new era’ advocated by 
Haass will induce Washington into ‘correcting’ its 


Middle East policy. So far. it is not clear how 
Clinton’s new team, parti euirriy secretary of state 
Madeleine Albright, will react’to foe present sit- 
uation in foe region. Although she is known for 
her towkishness in general, her specific in- 
clinations on foe Arab- Israeli dispute have not 
been put to the test. Nor does foe fact that her ap- 
pointment was greeted with dismay in foe Arab 
world and jubilation by foe Israeli government 
prove conclusively that she is biased in Israel’s 
favour. 

The ideas put forward by Yale University his- 
tory professor Paul Kennedy in his book. Pre- 
paring the XXIst Century, are said to be seen by 
foe new Clinton team as a possible guideline for 
foe implementation of foe President’s election slo- 
gan of becoming America's bridge to foe next 
century . According to Kennedy, the main chal- 
lenges of the future will no longer be ideological 
or military, but will relate to population and en- 
vironmental problems, biotechnologies, robotics, 
information technologies, the globalisation of fi- 
nancial markets, Le.. problems of a global nature. 
In the Foreign Affairs issue of Januaiy/Febmary 
1996, Kennedy wrote an article introducing foe 
idea of ‘pivotal states', which could very well 
serve as a blueprint for foe new administration’s 
policy towards countries of the South, including 
those of the Middle East 

The basic idea behind foe ‘pivotal states’ theory 
is that rather than spread its resources over the 
globe, foe US should channel its overseas aid 
more discrimmately towards a limited number of 
states, not necessarily friendly to the US, but with 
foe capacity to affect regional and international 
stability, more specifically, foe stability of Amer- 
ican interests. Kennedy selects a number of coun- 
tries in foe South which meet foe criteria of a 
‘pivotal state’: Egypt, Algeria and South Africa 
in Africa; Turkey in Europe; India. Pakistan and 
Indonesia in Asia; Mexico and Brazil in Latin 
America. In designating a state as pivotal, Wash- 
ington's main concern would not be to privilege 
that state but to have ft assume particular re- 
sponsibilities that can enhance America’s global 
role. In other words, it is foe promotion of global 
unilateralism under US primacy at the expense of 
multilateralism a policy in keeping with Ms Alb- 
right’s hawkishness. Is that wtof we ore up 
against? 


Any attempts at com- 'X 

prehensive develop- Iff .-W ry 

ment that fell to in- 
corporate a cultural g5r-r^», ' 

dimension can, at jet* “V 

very best, achieve * 

only a partial success, y . 
Development is, after ’ w 
all, about growth, and 
no society can grow if it chooses to 
ignore foe intellectual and spiritual 
welfare of its people. 

Individual growth, of course, can 
be encouraged through many chan- 
nels. School, together with foe family 
environment, are of paramount im- 
portance. Access to books is also im- 
portant, as are, increasingly, audio 
visual devices. 

Documentary films which teach 
young about different civilisations 
and different peoples are an educa- 
tional tool that should be widely 
used in schools. The teaching of lit- 
erature, the arts, indeed all foe hu- 
manities and sciences, would benefit 
from intelligent presentations that 
use both word and image. 

Television is an important tool in 
developing individual consciousness. 
But it is a two edged tool and we 
must always be on guard against foe 
reductionist tendency of the medium, 
which all too often over simplifies is- 
sues. This reservation aside, I find it 
impossible to conceive of any com- 
prehensive development project that 
does not filUy utilise foe educational 
possibilities of television. 

Television is a means of com- 
munication which transcends bar- 
riers, including the barrier of il- 
literacy itself, and which has little 
respect for divisions based on group, 
class or age. 


Based on an interview by Mohamed 
Salma »r. 
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Brink of war 


AKArabi: “The feet is that those Arabs who have vol- 
unteered to make concessions — from Anwar 0-Sadat 
to Yasser Arafet — have nothing more to give up, except 
8 final declaration of total surrender without any strings 
or conditions. The real problem is that this is exactly 
what Netanyahu wants — or else be is more than willing 
to proceed to the open battlefield!” 

(Abdallah El-Sinnawi 16 December) 


time for them to wake up to foe tragedies besieging them 
before foe future brings new ones? Will they listen? The 
greater part of foe problem is the Arabs themselves! ” 
(Ragab El-Banna, IS December ) 


Al-Akhban “While foe whole world is opposed to 
the settlements policy in foe occupied Arab territories 
and views ft as an obvious violation of international 
agreements, foe Israeli government has decided to give 
priority to investment in Jewish settlements. Egypt is ex- 
erting every effort to bring about a balanced agreement 
between the Palestinians and Israelis, but Israeli officials 
have made hard-line statements rejecting Egyptian me- 
diation. The ball is now in Israel’s court and the nego- 
tiations will not resume their nctmaJ path unless foe Is- 
raeli position becomes more balanced.” 

(Editorial, 15 December) 


Al-Shaab: “The question is: what would make Ne- 
tanyahu give up his violent approach? He has tried a 
hard-line policy with the Arabs and found out that ft is 
the quickest way to achieve his ambitions. This, because 
the Arabs, despite their number, are divided and far too 
weak to declare war on Israel, stop normalisation or 
withdraw their ambassadors. They are even unable to 
make angry statements for fear that they would be ac- 
cused by the US of being warmongers! 1 ask: are foe Ar- 
abs capable of anything other than condemnation?” 
(Mahmoud Hemaya. 13 December) 


AMflfafd: *Tt is clear that the policy of the Israeli pre- 
mier will lead the region to foe brink of war. Several rea- 
sons lead us to believe this. The Israeli government is fi- 
nancing new Jewish settlements, which only means ft is 
adamant in pursuing a policy of violence and hostility. 
The answer to this policy lies with foe stone-throwing 
heroes and the intifada men. It is time that freedom fight- 
er Arafet takes up his weapons once again. When this 
happens Israel will not wake up until the horrific end.” 
(Editorial, 15 December) 


AMHussawan “Israeli premier Binyamin Ne- 
tanyahu does not want to believe that the Egyptian press 
can criticise his actions against the peace process with- 
out gening prior consent from President Mubarak or In- 
formation Minister Safwat El-Sherif! The strange thing 
is that be wants from foe Egyptian press what be cannot 
ask of his own press — to turn a blind eye and a deaf ear 
to his provocative statements and actions which ignore 
Palestinian rights.” 

( Makram Mohamed Ahmed, 13 December) 


AJ-Ahram: “The present strategy of the Israeli gov- 
ernment is to liquidate the Palestinian presence by turn- 
ing Palestinian areas into unconnected islands so that it 
would be impossible to have a single Palestinian geo- 
graphic entity which could be the basis for a future stale. 
In implementing this strategy, Israeli Infrastructure Min- 
ister Sharon is frying to whip up ‘settlement fever 1 
among Israelis presenting the matter as the biggest chal- 
lenge before Israel and well worth sacrificing peace for.” 
(Taka El-Magdoub, 15 December) 


Al-Akhban “For every action there is a reaction. It 
is only natural that there should be a change in the Pal- 
estinians’ mood towards greater extremism in foe face of 
foe extremism pervading Israeli society. The persistence 
of the Israeli government in continuing the policy of set- 
tlement building is a brazen provocation to Palestinians 
and Arabs. Matters have grown worse with the recent Is- 
raeli decision to build 130 houses for Jews m foe heart 
of Arab East Jerusalem. It would be no surprise if vi- 
olence erupted and terrorism returned once again!” 

(Said Sanbul, 12 December) 


October: “Wc ask the US to be a just and even- 
handed partner. And we ask Israel to realise that its secur- 
ity is linked to achieving justice in its relations with foe 
Arabs. Its usurpation of Arab rights and lands is a time 
bomb which could go offtomorroworthe day after or in a 
hundred years. What should we ask of die Arabs? Is it not 


Af-Gomhuria; “It seems tfaal (he new ministerial 
line-up in Washington, made up of hard-liners, ex- 
tremists and sympathisers with the Hebrew state, has 
given foe green light for foe colonialist settlement group 
to do as it pleases. The group of amateurs in power in Is- 
rael have not realised drat the era of military colonialism 
is over or that racist settlements are shamcfuL” 

(Mahfouz El-Ansari, 10 December) 



Compiled by ffala Saqr 


In my drawing of the face of Kofi Annan, the UN>« 

general. Is a mixture of Jomo Xenyatta, Patrice 
Nknmtah and Leopold Senghor. I do not se e Kaft ~ umu,nba » Kwame 
he is, ntto, hi, success^ SlS “ 

more space I would have portrayed him carryinaT^L^L? BtHe 
African torch carried by his predecessor. 3 torch * frame 
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Salama A. Salama 

Revived and 
invigorated 

Hie theatre today, has be-.; 
come a venue for political 
expression and atticism, 
with the stage offering ait- : 
ists a means to expose 
many of the political, so- 
cial and eco no mic prob- 
lems that- afflict con- 
temporary life. 

In recent yearn both 
state and private sector 
theatre companies have _ 
staged plays . addressing 
pressing social issues. The - 
majority of productions 
have tended towards com- 
edy and sadre, as m Das- 
tur Ya Asyadna (By Your 
Leave, Masters)'" and 
Mama Amrika (Mother 
America), though there . 
have bom more serious 
plays, including Al-Ganzir 
(The Chain), which ad- 
dressed the issue of tenor-, 
ism head on. 

And at the moment the 
National Theatre- is given 
over to yet another polit- 
ically-inspired play, a 
farce on electoral tam- 
pering and corruption in 
parliamentary life which: 
takes place under a gov- 
ernment that endlessly ex- 
ploits die press, the police 
and its own security ap- 
paratuses to perpetuate its 
own rule over a popula- 
tion that, though perfectly 
aware of the sham, can do . 
little to alter the situation. 

The text, written in the 
early years of this century 
by a Romanian play- 
wright, was adapted into 
Arabic by the well-known 
novelist Edwar El- 
Kharrat, and was first per- 
formed at the National 
Theatre in the 1956-57 
season under the title Al- 
Kkilab Al-Mafqud (The 
Lost Letter), directed by 
Hamdi Gbeith. As part of 
its ongoing attempts to re-' 
vivify its repertoire, .the 
National has resuscitated 
the play, extensively re- 
vising the text and in- 
corporating a vast number 
of contemporary expres- 
sions in its new pro- 
duction. The director of 
the current revival. Mo- 
ham ed Omar, las invested 
the play with a new. vi- 
sion, in the articulation of 
which be is well-served 
by a cast of distinguished 
actors. 

That die play was first 
produced at the National 
Theatre at a time when 
Egypt had no political 
parties, apart from the So- 
cialist Union, and when 
parliamentary elections 
can hardly be said to have 
existed, may seem, in 
hindsight, an odd feet. Re- 
views of the play, pub- 
lished during its run in the 
la te fifties, ™>1«» it abun- 
dantly clear, however, that . 
die production was not in- 
tended to defend or pro- 
mote the integrity of the 
electoral process, the ul- 
timate sovereignty of the 
people or the probity of. 
the political process; rath- 
er, it was staged as a jus- 
tification of a single party 
state propounding a to- 
talitarian ideology that 
sought to deny any polit- 
ical plurality. ■ 

The current revival 
seeks to redress the earlier 
attempt at propagandising, 
and in doing so seeks to 
restore the intentions of 
the original playwright In 
this the production is 
mostly successful. The en- 
tire ensemble plays ex- 
cellently — ? with notable' 
performances from Mat- 
ch Sadeq in the role of 
Sergeant Aryan and Ah- 
med Aql in the role of the 
corrupt, yet delu d ed. Pa- 
sha. 

Unfortunately, though, 
this excellent production, 
has been let down, as is 
so often the case, by an 
absolute dearth of public- 
ity. No attempt, it seems, 
has been made to bring 
the play to the attention of 
the general public who 
will consequently remain, 
as usual, engrossed in the 
antics of television actors, - 
both on screen and off. 
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Middle East 


So^tSo-x 

Lifeline for Jerusalem 

Last week the secretary-general of the Arab League established 
the Jerusalem Centre in implementation of a resolution adopted 
by the League during its September session. The Centre will un- 
dertake the documentation, maintenance and restoration of an- 
cient sites and monuments in Jerusalem within the framework 
of the League secretariat and in a manner which reflects the 
concern of Arabs and Muslims for the holy city. It will also act 
to promote liaison between other governmental apd non govern- 
mental organisations with a similar focus, but which may some- 
how fed inhibited about entering into direct cooperation with 
Palestinian, Islamic or Arab governmental organisations. 

Certainly it is to be hoped that the founding of die Jerusalem 
Centre will in time encourage Arab states and regional organ- 
isations to establish similar entities for Jerusalem, with man- 
dates similar to lhat of the Jerusalem Centre. Such organ- 
isations would then be able to share the burden of conserving 
and protecting the heritage of the city. 

It would, perhaps, be useful to amend those articles in die stat- 
utes of the centre providing for the establishment of popular 
non-governmental organisations for Jerusalem not only in Arab 
and Islamic countries, but throughout the world. 

As a city, Jerusalem is the focal point for 
a wide range of interests, drawn from across 
the political spectrum. Jerusalem, and the 
preservation of its heritage, has become, in J K 
short, a rallying call for all the disparate 
groups opposed to Zionism and racism. 

Establishing iron-governmental groups TrS 7 ^- 
associated with the name of Jerusalem bias 
a number of obvious benefits, not least the 
fact dial they will continue to remind tbe 
world of tbe existence of this holy city as 'juS&g 

an Arab city, and as a capital of the in- 
dependent Palestinian state. 1— ■ J 

This week 's Soapbox speaker is a columist Uahaoub 

mpfn/ilittvi in Pnlvetininn nffnir* u nth thp *3 


specialised in Palestinian affairs with the 
opposition newspaper Al-Shaab. 
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Old vinegar, new bottles 

Anyone who believes that Clinton’s second term heralds an improvement in the Arabs’ position is dreaming, writes 
Edward Said, the challenge now is realising that the US is not essential to resolving regional problems 


Tbe appointments announced recently by President Clin- 
ton of Madeleine' Albright as Secretary of State arid for- 
mer Senator William Cohen' as Secretary of Defence 
should be seen as evidence of bow Utile consideration for 
foreign affairs there is likely to be during Clinton’s sec- 
ond term. Albright herself las no real constituency or 
power base of her own; she is utterly dependent on Clin- 
ton's patronage. 

In any case, Clinton was never much interested in for- 
eign policy, even though as a young man he w orke d for a 
while as an assistant to Senator W illiam Fuibright of Ar- 
kansas, certainly one of the most ihnnghriitl, interesting, 
and internationally-minded men to populate the US Con- 
gress. Although he had initially supported die US war in 
Vietnam (he voted for die Tonkin Bay Resolution in 
1964 under pressure from Lyndon Johnson, a fellow 
southern Democrat), Fuibright soon tamed agains t the 
war, and along with Alaska Senator Wayne Morse be- 
came LBJ's principal opponent, holding a whole series 
of Senate hearings on national television that presente d 
damning evidence against US policy, and indeed gen- 
ocide, in Indochina. Fuibright’ s Middle East positions 
were generally favourable to. tbe Arabs, and in 1960 tins 
attitude cost Him the post of secretary of state dining the 
Kennedy administration, when a pressure' group against 
him was organised by the pro-Israeli lobby, thus did the 
lamentable Dean Rusk, an extremely limited functionary, 
attain die highest position m tbe US cabinet under both 
Kennedy and Johnson. . • 

Like Fuibright. Clinton was a Rhodes Scholar, a much 
coveted academic distinction- for only 100 young Amer- 
icans per year (formerly male only, but now including 
women), whose lives are enhanced by a two-year schol- 
arship to study at Oxford. Cedi Rhodes was a 19th- 
century British imperialist who founded Rhodesia and 
was responsible for a massive British presence in Sooth 
Africa; according to his bequest only young men from 
die British Empire were to be picked for the scholarships 
named after him. , Unlike Fuibright, however, Clinton 
never became much of- an internationalist or, for that 
matter, someone with a serious intellectual curiosity 
about other cultures and peoples. 

It is significant alto that Senator Fuibright established 
another set of scholarships named after him (the Fuib- 
right Awards); these continue until die present, and allow 
yoong Americans to study all over the world for a year, 
thus, according to Fuibright, exposing their minds to oth- 
er cultures. So fer as l have been able to tell, Clinton is 
seriously interested only in E n gland, which is where his 
Rhodes Scholarship took him, and where he made many 
of the friends — like Robert Retch and Strobe Talbott — 
that have dotted his first administration. All of his polit- 
ical fife suggests die concerns of a consummate local 
politician, extremely careful about protecting his do- 
mestic support, even to die point of abruptly changing 
positions (as he did on tiro welfare bin last summer) in 
order to do so. Fulbright’s c a reer was ended because of 
bis adherence to an old-fashioned southern view of racial 
segregation, which he supported well into die civil rights 
era of the' middle and late sixties, at exactly the ame . 
time that he was campaigning a gainst Vietnam. 

During toe 1992 campaign, I recall that Jimmy Carter 
told me that Clinton, with whom he had cordial relations 
(which have since soured), had no really deep affinity for 
or interest in. the Middle East I also recall that Carter 
contrasted Clinton with Reagan, who; it seems, did have 
a warm spot for the region — partly, I think, because of 
his great friendship with the Lebanese- American Holly- 
wood actor and comedian Danny Thomas. I speculate 
about this, however, since I have no hard evidence. Nev- 
ertheless^ I dunk that both Reagan and Clinton have a re- 
ligious tie to Israel and to toe Jewish people; like many 
middk-American Protestants for whom the Old Testa- 
ment consecrates Israel as the realisation of God’s word, 
the two men have an- unquestioning attachment to die 
Jewish state, which has been translated into enormous 
giftsto money, arms, and' political support in the United 
Nations as well as everywhere else. 

Hot is most unlikely to change in Clinton's second 
term; it is even moreuntikefy that Clinton can or will de- 
velop anything like a warm relationship with either toe 
Arab states to a whole or any. Arab leader, with die ex- . 
ception perhaps of King Hussein, affection for whom is 
handed down from one pftxidenr to another as a sort of 


inherited family heirloom. But even this personal affec- 
tion is incapable of interfering in the grot support that 
Clinton and his Middle East team lavish on Israel, which 
remains for toe president not only an important ally in 
-die region but domestically a crucial way of attracting 
die financial and political support of Jewish voters. 
Nothing like this exists on die Arab side. 

During Clinton’s first term his foreign policy per- 
formance was at best indifferent — be never seemed to 
focus on it unless a crisis suddenly developed — and at 
worst inconsistent. It took him three years to decide to 
do anything about tbe Bosnian tragedy, and when he did 
something he simply let Richard Holbrooke come up 
with a plan to partition the country in a way that con- 
solidated Sob aid Croat conquests, without com- 

- pensating the B osnian ' victims for their tremendous loss- 
es. Middle East policy was run by a group of so-called 
Middle East insiders led by Dennis Ross, a Bush hold- 
over, all of whom had excellent (some would say con- 
tinuing) connections with the Israeli lobby. Ross and the 
Israelis devised the Oslo Accords, managed them, and 
continue to use them as' a way of subjugating tbe Pal- 
estinians. 

It is interesting, moreover, that die details of Middle 
East policy have in feet been withheld, with the so-called 
independent media’s cooperation, from public scrutiny. 
There has been no discussion in tbe media of what toe 
territories now actually look like, with their dis- 
continuous little Bantustans preventing movement for 
Palestinians, with their by-passing roads and their con- 
stantly metastasising settlements, and there has been no 
attention at all to tbe absence of any reference in tbe 800 
pages of the Oslo Accords to toe end of the Israeli oc- 
cupation. which is not even mentioned as a feet on the 
ground for 29 years, 

I recall dial after Oslo D was signed last year I ap- 
peared on a television news and discussion programme 
in which I made some of these points, which were then 
raised by toe moderator with Dennis Ross, also on the 
p ro g r am me, who answered laconically that one would 
have to read toe text of Oslo D to judge if 1 was correct 
Typically, the moderator dropped the matter right then 
and there. What the media has wanted since that time 
was Arabs who spoke of the Oslo peace process as a de- 
sirable. unchangeable thing, not as a deeply flawed, 
damaging situation for Palestinians whose lives have be- 
come qualitatively worse since the process began in 
1993. 

Plmron Has had literally nothing to say about all this, 
except that be brought peace to the Middle East, a vague, 
general affirmation that he demonstrated when he sum- 
moned Netanyahu, Arafat and King Hussein to Washing- 
ton for their uneventful (to put it mildly) summit. War- 
ren Christopher, a docile, bureaucratic and radically 
boring man concentrated on his unproductive meetings 
with Ha&z El-Assad, who simply wore down the hap- 
less, sad-faced secretary of state; in addition, Chris- 
topher’s Assad experiences earned him toe opprobrium 
and abuse of toe Jewish right-wing press and con- 
servative members of Congress. 

As to whether real peace is at hand, or whether there is 
less hostility between Arabs and Israelis today, three 
years after toe Oslo Accords, Clinton doesn’t bother to 
answer. He has let Ross and his little band of stalwarts 
carry on without so much as an occasional look into toe 
room. The reason, of course, is that Clinton has no inter- 
est in foreign affaire, except as they affect US trade; 
hence his recent pre-occupation with Australia and Asia, 
a nd his continued headache with CHma. The Middle East 
is therefore a stabilised, pacified place, especially since 
American dominance is assured, along with never- 
ending oil supplies. 

Clinton’s choice of Madeleine Albright — now being 
scrutinised closely by Arab politicians and experts for 
shadowy clues as to her sympathy for toe Arab position 

— does absolutely nothing to change toe existing pat- 
tern. Albright has admitted to being an unremarkable in- 
tellect, and she is certainly very far from being a creative 
thinker or possessing strategic vision on ma tt e r s of pol- 
icy, although I hasten to add that in my opinion it is im- 
possible to imagine bow the American political machine 
can ever produce a creative thinker. Henry Kissinger I 
know has the reputation of being some kind of grand 
heavyweight philosopher, but toe merest look at his 


record and writings reveals a shrewd, calculating mind 
only at home in situations where toe preponderance of 
American power makes thought relatively unnecessary. 
It is difficult to see where in toe Middle East, Central 
mid South America, Europe or Asia Kissinger produced 
much more than a great deal of human suffering and im- 
mense advantages for toe wealthy and corrnpL 

Like Kissinger and Bzrezmski, Albright is a product of 
the foreign policy establishment that was reared on the 
Cold War and a vast military apparatus whose job it was 
to frighten Americans into accepting economic sacrifice 
for delusions of grandeur and of tbe largely fictitious 
Russian threat. 

Although she was bom in Europe, Albright has fash- 
ioned herself into a hard-talking, tough, abrasive repre- 
sentative of the post-Cold War United States. I recall 
earlier this year when she was directly confronted on tel- 
evision with images of Iraqi children dying by the thou- 
sands of malnutrition and disease — all of it due to the 
American policy on sanctions — her rejoinder was that 
Saddam Hussein was a vicious traitor who deserved 
what he was getting. At toe same time she protested that 
she was not at all inhumane. 

It was also her idea (as a way of gaining favour with 
the right-wing Republican congressmen who control the 
House and Senate Foreign Relations Committees) to 
convince Clinton to fire Boutros Boutros-Ghali who, for 
reasons entirely unrelated to his solid performance on 
tbe job, was portrayed during toe presidential campaign 
as an advocate of something ludicrously called ‘world 
government,' and hence as a threat to US sovereignty 
and security. (Most non-Americans find this kind of bi- 
zarre logic difficult to fathom, but, alas, it is all too real.) 
Beyond that there is very little about Albright to suggest 
the new directions she will chart for US policy. Because 
of her background as a refugee from (as she often puts 
it) Hitler and Stalin, and because of her interest in her 
native Czechoslovakia, which was the subject of her 
doctoral dissertation at Columbia, her interests are likely 
to remain principally European. She appears to be a 
committed Zionist and to toe best of my knowledge has 
never said anything about the Arabs that indicated either 
knowledge or interest 

Albright, 1 think, is altogether more interesting as a 
symptom of the present impasse in US foreign policy 
than she is as a thinker or policy-maker in her own righL 
Three main currents have emerged since George Bush 
(or one of his speech-writers) coined tbe empty phrase, 
“tbe new world order". One is represented by a series of 
eager new theorists who dangle a clever-sounding, but 
ultimately superficial, concept before Washington’s en- 
tranced eyes, go on to write an essay in a magazine like 
Foreign Affairs , and then pry a lot of money out of a 
publisher for a book on toe same subject In this cat- 
egory belong Francis (the end of history) Fukuyama, 
whose concept died barely a year after it was bom, Sam- 
uel (the clash of civilisations) Huntington, who has mi- 
raculously managed to keep his phrase alive for longer 
than anyone else, and Bernard (Jihad versus McWorld) 
Barber, who is struggling to be better known. All of 
these aspirants to influence, as well as their disciples, 
build their theories on US supremacy. 

Second are the fre e-market apostles whose ideas ul- 
timately derive from Milton Friedman and Frederick von 
Hayek, but whose positions are, in my opinion, much 
more perniciously put into practice tty the World Bank 
and every Central Bank trying to protect its economy 
and currency while further impoverishing its working 
and peasant classes. Clinton belongs in this school, for 
which be has had toe late Ron Brown and Micky Kantor 
as his tireless executive assistants. 

Third is the school of believers in a foreign policy run 
on h uman rights and democracy principles but there, ex- 
cept for Third World non-governmental organisations 
trying to get funding from the National Endowment for 
Democracy (a very untrustworthy, even comic arm of 
US foreign policy), not many people either inside or out- 
ride the US are convinced. There are simply too many 
contradictions, absurd inconsistencies and glaring abuses 
in US policy for anyone to believe that a government 
that has practiced genocidal warfare in Indochina, in- 
vaded innumerable countries all over the world, sub- 
verted Central American governments like Guatemala’s, 
and has run its foreign policy unilaterally as if toe world 


was its private fiefdom. can officially represent de- 
mocracy and human rights. Albright functions some- 
where between the second and third currents or schools. 

Short of asserting its disproportionately enormous mil- 
itary and economic power all over the globe there is no 
US foreign policy, or at least no integrated grand theory 
to speak of. The Cold War provided universities, mil- 
itary industries, the armed forces, the think tanks and in- 
deed tbe official ideology with an unending supply of oc- 
casions to project US power, to legitimise and, in the 
best nineteenth century imperialist mode, to dignify it 
with a sense of portentous mission. With toe Cold War 
over, nothing has taken toe place of the earlier policy of 
subversion, containment and suicidal confrontation (as in 
the Cuban missile crisis of 1962 or toe deranged Star 
Wars programme initiated by Ronald Reagan). There 
were plenty of wars to be fought, either directly or 
through surrogates. 

Now toe situation is much more complicated, and toe 
US finds itself without a clear purpose or definition of 
what it is all about except for its “leadership" role. Clin- 
ton’s appointment of Albright and Cohen represents that 
impasse, as well as toe vacancy beyond. With a domestic 
constituency that has become uninterested in the world 
beyond, the President also feces a potentially very hostile 
Congress, and toe likelihood of an accelerating series of 
powerful legal assaults against himself and his wife; 
Whitewater will not quickly go away and neither will the 
charges of perjury, financial malfeasance, moral prof- 
ligacy and the like. 

The conclusion to be drawn here is that there is not go- 
ing to be much in tbe way of bold moves in tbe Middle 
East peace process, or of a tilt toward the Arab camp. A 
weaker president and secretary of state will resort to the 
old discourse and of course continue to protect Israel, 
even though Netanyahu himself will never be veiy wel- 
come or much liked, despite the feet that toe media, in al- 
liance with a substantial majority of toe Amencan- 
Jewish community, has already accommodated to his ex- 
tremism if not to bis every provocation. 

Tbe challenge for Arab and Palestinian policy makers 
is slowly to disengage from the notion that America must 
be involved in every aspect of the Middle East, and to 
try at last to build a decently functional common position 
on tbe essential requirements for peace and co-existence: 
full Israeli withdrawal from Arab territory. Palestinian 
self-dctennination and compensation for losses (this 
would have to include a central focus on Jerusalem and 
refugees), and finally, an Israeli commitment to end its 
belligerent policies. With the exception of Syria, none of 
toe Arab states have coordinated their policies around 
such a position, which is one reason why the region 
seems to be in such disarray. I also think that there have 
to be public reminders that in tbe likelihood of a war 
with Israel, toe Jewish state is going to have to face se- 
rious losses; simply for Israel to add more conquered ter- 
ritory to its already bloated size will neither work nor 
produce the desired results. 

In short what we need is a stiffening of resolve based 
on the moral high ground which I believe toe Pal- 
estinians must above all re-cap tore after toe devastation 
wreaked on us by tbe Oslo Accords. I have little doubt 
that three years after its inception toe US-sponsored 
peace process has ground to a halt, and has been revealed 
for die hollow sham that it always was. Looking back on 
h one wonders in what deranged state of mind, and in 
what unreal laboratory such a scheme was dreamed up as 
a way of depriving toe Arabs generally, the Palestinians 
in particular, not only of their land but of their future and 
past. Anyone who now believes that people like Made- 
leine Albright and her boss can come up with solutions 
for tbe Arabs is a dreamer. 

The point, I suppose, is that we must now launch a 
new peace initiative based not on the secret manoeuvres 
of a few leaders, but on a broad-based real movement 
for peace in Palestine and elsewhere. For this, in- 
tellectuals, leaders, and indeed the institutions of civil 
society have to coordinate their policies and, above all, 
their view of the final goal which was so mischievously 
kept out of the Oslo agreement Arab leaders therefore 
have a unique opportunity to open their societies to 
wh3t their people really need and desire. To lose it 
again is to drift either into a losing war or an equally 
losing peace yet again. 
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Suez allegations - 

Sir- Mr Paolo Lombardmi raised ques- 
tions in his letter to you of 9 November 
about the allegations made by Mr Mo- 
iwmwl Mahran Othman against British 
forces in 1956. ; . 

Classified military files from toe period 
are now declassifi ed and available for re- 
searchers to study at the public Records 
Office in London. The records show no 
evidence to support Mr Oflunao’S Story 
of being, deliberately blinded by British 
forces following capture. Indeed, tbe In- 
ternational Committee of the Red Cross 
delegate in Port Said wrote to bis head- 


quarters that he' was “satisfied, in all re- 
spects" as regards toe treatment of Egyp- 
tian prisoners. . .. 

As for Mr Lorabardmi’s original tone 
questions, there is no evidence feat the 
British forces were in need of corneas: 
In feet 12 Egyptians with multiple in- 
juries were flown to Britain following the 
conflict and given corneal grafts as part 
of their treatment. ' Tbe records show no 

evidence of prisoners being flown to Cy- 
prus. To-tbe best of my Jmowledge Mr 
Mobamed Mahran Othman has not tried 
to sue toe British government. 

'Wishing you continuing success in pro- 


ducing an excellent newspaper. 

Ed Webb 

press & public affairs 
officer, 

British Embassy, 

Cairo 

US versus Ghali 

Sir- From die American point of view, UN 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali is an old- 

festoooed diplomat, fll-simed for building 
bridges to toe 2 1st century. He was a sluggish 
reformer, weak an management When he 
.was at fee hdm of toe UNits budget ran over 
more than 20 per cent since 1991. But all 


these allegations are fragile and refutable. 

However, I wish die US had announced 
die genuine reasons behind its stance vis-a- 
vis GhaH. If not for the hushed up UN report 
on the grisly massacre at Qana, the US would 
have considered GhaH worthy of a second 
t erm. Inat-aii the US warns to mar ginalise 
the role of the UN and become tbe sole stur- 
dy policeman on this planet 
But the world community is fed up with 
this US hegemony. Tins policy win ex- 
pose toe US to fee indignation and retaliatory 
counteraction of the world at large. 
Mahmoud Elewa, 

Victory CoBege 
Maadi 


Ghali won 

Sir- Your articles about Ghali ’s election 
for a second term and the war waged by 
tbe US to force him to quit bis job, 
moved me to write these few words in a 
bid to mirror the man on the street's 
opinion. 

There’s no question that Ghali’s per- 
sonality and deeds have been such feat 
toe majority of nations all over the 
world rushed to grant him tbe support 
needed in his war against the forces of 
injustice. This war was viciously waged 
in reaction to Ghali’s position vis-a-vis 
fee Q ana mas sacre- Ghali’s role would 


have to be, in US eyes, deaf and blind 
before these deliberate human rights vi- 
olations. 

But Ghali decided not to bend before 
the storm. He insisted on standing fast 
and resisting. If Ghali had ignored this 
massacre, fee UN would have com- 
promised its credibility and effective- 
ness. 

Even though Ghali has not got a sec- 
ond term in office, he has won a great 
deal of international support and respect. 
Hossam Albert Labib 
Faculty of Education 
El-Minia University 
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Down in the street 


David Blake 

prefers more than a 
twist of lemon 


Cairo Symphony Orchestra ; Gamal Ab- 
dd-Rehim, Variations on a Folldoric 
Theme; Rachmaninov, Concerto No 2 in 
C minor for Piano & Orchestra, op 18, 
soloist Andrei Diev; Brahms Symphony 
No 2 in D major op 73: conductor Ah- 
med El-Saedi, Cairo Opera House. 
Main Hall, 7 December 

Fans: Ranud Yassa, the pianist sched- 
uled fix' this concert, injured a finger 
and is forced to cancel 

Cairo: Little did we expect the big sur- 
prise that greeted us on entering the Op- 
era House. Andrei Diev from Moscow 
would play instead. And so, with the 
Abdel-Rdrbn fotkloric variations for 
large orchestra, one of the most exciting 
concerts of the year opened. 

Not a foil bouse, but an audience large 
enough to make the right noises as they 
began to show their pleasure at a unique 
surprise event 

Abdel-Rehim's Variations are pop- 
ular. The music is dense, sharply meta- 
phoric, has wit and can also let loose 
striking power. A good tune com- 
mences this short journey through im- 
provisational jabs of sound. And each 
jab is meanin gful, with a sting in the 
tail. It builds to a darkly prophetic cli- 
max — not noisy, not repetitive and, un- 
like so much other contemporary music, 
not empty. It is loaded with warnings, 
and then, rather aloof, withdraws and 
moves oft We are left having visited 
the oracle, message delivered, as mys- 
terious as ever. 

Next came Rachmaninov No 2. Since 
childhood pianists have swept by us 
playing it like dragons amid washes of 
gorgeous blood-chilling noise. Is it mu- 
sic? Was it a piano? Do hands do those 
sort of things? It is bad, sad, chilling, 
uplifting- Worlds topple. 

That, of course, was the point of 
Rachmaninov — be was a master of the 
topple. Only Wagner was better at ft. 
Tristan moves through this No 2, this 
love-hate thing of which the insolent 
Sergei was probably ashamed. How did 
Diev use his quite incredible power to 
deliver the music? He did it cleanly, 
photogenically, and without fuss. 

The No 2 belongs to everyone and is 
replete with memories, of the composer 
himself playing to Richter and beyond. 
You can choose your player. Diev's ap- 
proach was neither academic nor grande 
dame. What be did was a sort of rn-the- 
blood thing , erasing all banalities. 

He and Saedi put it in its place with- 
out shame. No updating. They both 
swash-buckled their way through it, like 
Napoleonic generals in a battle charge. 
Hashes of gold against dark uniforms 
— then into scented rooms where heavi- 
ly-fleshed beauties — like the Sargent 
painting of the Wertheimer sisters — 
nestle in crimson velvet and diamonds, 
comfortable in the imperial cocoon be- 
fore it exploded, blood and flame, right 



has only two more sym- 
phonies left before the 
lights go out once and for 
all This concert was a ball 
night four El-Saedi and the 
Cairo Symphony, He and 
they must be remembered. 

Things come and go, even 
the players. But Ahmed 
El-Saedi is always around 
— be is the ear and the eye 
of Cairo’s music. 

This concert was one 
more fly-off from the top. 
The first movement of foe 
Brahms is a drum roll sink- 
ing into feathery grey 
mists. Then the true 
Brahms begins. It is a 
quick nm-through of un- 
finished though ts — erven 
the brass is left in mid-air, 
but the brings keep the 
movement floating and, by 
the close of the second 
movement, we end in deep 
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Rachmaninov 


in the appalled face of the world. At the 
opera, almost a century later, some lis- 
teners did not sit back comfortably but 
perched on the edge of their scats. 

Diev gave opulence, something not at 
all fashionable, which is strange, since 
there is so much opulence about But it 
costs. Christmas is almost here and the 
No 2 concerto, as played by Diev, is tike 
standing in slushy snow looking into the 
window of a great jeweller. Lovely 
Christinas baubles but too little money 
tobiry. 

Diev’s athletic power, though, per- 
mitted him, at least, to deliver a dep- 
art, diamond glistening version, leaving 


too little time for vain chatter. He 
peeped into the chasm and together we 
could appreciate the poisonous allure, 
rippling tike die notes and demonic oc- 
taves ire produced The player blazed in 
the far from flattering light he turned on 
the music. 

The concert moved to Brahms and his 
second symphony in D major, opus 73. 
It’s late night, the dead of night, cold 
and silent Someone has just slipped a 
note under die door Brahms is not 
dead He is alive and in the streets. Four 
movements it says in the programme, 
three allegros with one adagio jammed 
in the middle. Brahms is in a buriy. He 


’s a journey with 
the third movement tune 
— marine and choppy. But 
by the fourth movement all 
concentration is gone. It 
offers nothing, but noth- 
ing, that mi ght be con- 
ceived as restful. The or- 
chestra manages the 
hesitant, resentful sounds, 
misgivings and efforts at 
being soulful. But it 
doesn’t wort This sym- 
phony won’t turn heroic. 

T.tlcft so much Br ahms , 
this is a sea-trip in the 
dark, a kind of marine 
ni gh t fling . The coast-line 
is dotted with dimly tit 
harbours. We are in a fast 
yacht, a man-sized engine 
job, so we slide in and out 
of the bays, past head- 
lands — full steam ahead 
Brahms tries hard at rhet- 
oric. A moment of bliss 
and then, oh god what a 
bore everything Ires to be 
in tempo and notes. Better 
to defeat the lot of them and sigh 
brightly, making the best of it. Another 
symphony to hang on the line. And so 
we go round the bend with big Jo at the 
helm. 

El-Saedi and the Cairo Symphony, 
never noisy, never heavy, never rancid or 
stale, but butler and lemon, with plenty 
of the latter. 

Does anyone like this nan, Brahms? 
Suddenly he is fashionable and soon die 
biographers will have their teeth into 
him But Brahms has gone into the 
streets. And he’s footing everyone, down 
there, in tire streets, where he began, 
where ail true fashion begins. 


Art 


On the move 


Nigel Ryan on the twists and turns of a 
mini-retrospective devoted to Margo Veillon 


Margo Veillon has been paint- 
ing for more than 70 years, a 
simple fact that makes the or- 
ganisation of anything that pur- 
ports to be a retrospective — 
however mini — a daunting 
task. Yet for the last few 
weeks this is precisely what 
has been showing in the woe- 
fully inadequate space of the 
Ewart Gallery, a mini- 
retrospective of the work of 
seven decades, hanging in 
what in reality is no more than 
an amply proportioned cor- 
ridor. 

So where to begin, given the 
severe limitations on space? 
Well, the obvious place to start 
is at the beginning, in die late 
twenties. The exhibition opens 
with a small selection of draw- 
ings and paintings made in 
Paris and Cairo, between 
) 929-32, which — if they are 
to be termed apprentice pieces, 
something intended to be far 
from disparaging — manage 
nonetheless to display many of 
the concerns to which the artist 
has returned, almost obsessive- 
ly, in later years. 

The tilting perspectives of 
the more architectural sketches 
— the Place de I’Opera draw- 
ing for instance, or the strange- 
ly distorted door in the interior 
sceoe of a woman sitting on 
the edge of her bed — re- 
appear later, diagonally op- 
posite, in a group of paintings 
from the late eighties, in which 
• Veillon fastidiously dissects 
views of the room in which 
she was then working. The two 
paintings of the studio in- 
cluded in this show, drawn 
from an extended series of 
studies, both include portraits 
of the artist, one positively he- 
roic, the second smaller, the 
figure distorted around a single 
still point, the brush in die art- 
ist's hand. 

It is a feat of imagination to 
view yourself from above, ex- 
panded around a little wooden 
stick, a tuft of sable at one end, 
held in the right hand- And 
while it is true that the startling 
perspective here becomes 
something of a conceit, the 
point of the conceit is less a 
declaration of cleverness than 
the articulation of a de- 


ceptively simple troth: it is 
around this point, this focus — 
the tip of the paint brush — 
that the artist’s world revolves. 

Not that one can ignore the 
cleverness of the painting. 
Margo Veillon, after 70 years 
of continuous work, has every 
right to know tilings. Hera, af- 
ter all, and despite an enviably 
fluid technique, is a very ce- 
rebral ait. It is analytical, and 
even in the most appar- 
ently spontaneous of 
works never makes re- 
course to the naive. That 
particular spurious safe- 
harbour Margo Veillon 
has studiously avoided 
throughout her career. 

The pieces collected to- 
gether m the current show 
are all from the artist's 
own collection. As a con- 
sequence, what is being 
presented — after taking 
into account the obvious 
limitations on space — is 
what the artist herself con- 
siders most representative 
of her oeuvre. There are 
some obvious choices. 

Two wonderful 1949 land- 
scapes of the desert, tiny 
paintings in impastoed, 
saturated primaries, are in- 
cluded alongside later, 
larger reworkmgs of the 
same scenes. It is a well- 
trodden path, this re- 
working of plein-air stud- 
ies into much larger can- 
vasses completed in the 
studio. And as is alm ost 
inevitable, the spanking, 
brand-new immediacy of 
the smaller pieces is lost, 
concealed beneath other, 
more abstract concerns in 

the larger, studio bound 
paintings. 

The painter, tike foe 
traveller, must find the 
desert the most un- 
forgiving of ail land- 
scapes. Margo Veillon has 
adopted many gambits in 
its portrayal, including the 
mixing of sand with oil 
paint (included in the cur- 
rent exhibition is on eerie 
depiction, from 1981, of 
foe lunar landscapes of the 
White Desert) though 
more often than not her 


success lies in seeing and de- 
scribing foe colours of what is 
all too often assumed to be a 
monochrome environment. 
The purples, the viridian, the 
unadulterated reds, they are all 
there, in the desert, waiting to 
surprise. And like the desert 
Margo Veillon's best work 
bides its time, holding its sur- 
prises, its sudden illumina- 
tions, in check. 


There is an anecdote, con- 
cerning one of her drawings, of 
which I am fond. Visiting an 
old friend some years ago, an 
acquaintance of mine peered in- 
tently at a drawing hanging on 
foe wall of his host's study. He 
recognised the drawing, knew 
that it was by Margo Veillon, 
and wondered out loud when it 
had been acquired, only to be 
told that be had in feet given 



Margo Veillon 


the drawing, as a wedding 
present, some 20 years earlier. 
Unfortunately foe joys of giv- 
ing, as opposed, to receiving, 
could not quite prevent the per- 
son in question from kicking 
himself for ever having parted 
with something so good. The 
moral of the tale, however, is 
less a wanting about the dan- 
gers of compulsive generosity 
than a confirmation of the 
power of good art to 
seem always somehow 
new. 

There are two large 
paintings in foe exhibi- 
tion — both figure stud- 
ies — both with two 
dates. One, dated 1967 
and 1990, is a study of 
sugar cane cutters; foe 
second, dated 1939 and 
1990, takes a group of 
musicians as its subject. 
Both compositions are 
incredibly fluid studies 
of movement, the first 
constructed of gestural 
brush strokes in care- 
fully measured tonal- 
ities, the second — a far 
more linear composition 
— is sketchier, de- 
pending on draught- 
smanship rather than cm 
colour. But both have 
continued to exert their 
fascination on the artist 
who produced them, to 
the extent that they were 
both ‘finished’ almost 
30 years after they were 
begun. 

Margo Veillon, it 
seems, is as capable, dec- 
ades after the event, of 
being taken by surprise 
by her own work as any- 
one else. And despite the 
umeieotiog analysis, de- 
spite that most judicial 
eye, even she finds some- 
thing new to do. Little 
surprise, then, that these 
works, foe paintings that, 
over 70 years, she has de- 
cided to keep, should 
prove so difficult to pin 
down. For just like foe 
person holding the brush 
that is the still centre of 
foe dissolving studio, just 
like foe artist herself, 
they refuse to sit still. 


EXHIBITIONS 



Listings 


Mnsann of Modem Egyptian Art 
Opera House Grounds. Gam i Tel 340 
6861. Daly exc Mon lOua-lp* & 
Jpm-9pm. 

Mahomed Mogul Moseom 

CMcazu Pyramids. 9 Mahmoud AT 
GuutdiSt Gan. . . 

A museum devoted n the printings at 
Moboaed Nsgni ( 1 888- 1956). 

Mohamad Mttfchtar Museum 

Tahrir St Gezuv. Daily ok Sim and 
Mon.9am-l.S0pm. 

A parnaDCBt coDectkffl of works by the 
Mahmoud Mukbtartd- 1934). 

FILMS 


Dor St Zantalek Tel S4J MS 
19 Dec 

Wataco lours by one of Egypt's had- 
jog (joutcuijidiBiy 

Margo Veflton 

Ewart Gallery, Main Campos. AUC, 

El-Sheikh Khan Si. Td35 75436-Dal- 
fy9am-9pm. Until 19 Dec. 

The Portrait Photography of Van 
Leo 

Sony Gallery. Man Campus. AUC. El- 
ShJkh Khan SL Td 357 5421 Daily 
exc Fri & Sol 9am- 12pm A 6pm-9pm. 

Until IPDec. 

Wagcch Wabba 

Mashnddya Gallery. S Ouunpallion 
St off Tahir Sq. Tel 578 4494. Daily 
llam-Spm. Until 19 Dec. 

Recent works exhibryed coder the col- 
lective tide “Rimab". 

Esmai DowwttsW 

Masbrabiya GaBtrv. 8 Champollion 
St off Tahrir Sq. Tel 578 4494. Daily 
1 lam-Spm. 22 Dec-16 Jan. 

AMii Pah n m SaJama (Paintings) 

Cairo AuBer. 2 Karim El-Dawla St, 

Tahrir. Td 574 6~30. Daily exc Fri. 

10am-2ptn A 5pm -8pm. Until 20 Dec. 

Harmnya Arts 

Spiro Art * Gallery. 6 Rd T?6. Golf 
Area. MaadL Tei 351 4362. Daily exc 
Sat after noon and Sun, I0am-2.30pm 
d: 5 pm- 9pm. Until 21 Dec. 

Gtasswufcs by Zakaria H-Honam. 
metalwork by Mohamad Rizk, carp® 
bv Q-Awafly and pottery by Haj 
Saved. 

Barry Iverson (Photo- 
graphs) 

Cabro-Berim GaBay. /< 

Yousuf El-Gubuti St. Bab 
El-Lout Td 393 1764. 

Daily exc Son. I 2 pm- 8 pm 
Until 22 Dec. 

Maja Soric (Paintings) 

Riash GaBay. 6 El-Getiro 
El-HVwc St. Zanudek. Td 
340 9994 Daily exc Fit 
Jlam-Tpm Until 22 Dec. 

hjmh AbdaOa (Pasrisl 

Cairo Opera Gallery. Op- 

era House Grounds. Ge- International Exhibition Of Miniatures 

Sira. Td 342 0592. Daily 


jJQpm, 6.30pm & 9.30pm 

a. EHomya MaB. forty. 

Daily 130am. Ipm. 3.30pm. 630pm « 
9.30pm. 

Starring Richard Gere. 

MUSIC 



Italian Films 

Italian Cultural Centre, 3 El-Sheikh 
Ef-MarsqfiSt Zsmalek. Td340879l. 
Mmfitenaneo (1990). Directed by G 
Salvatores. 21 Dec. 6pm. 

Tbc Last Emperor (part HI- Dtrectfti by 
B Bertolucci. 22 Dec. 6pm. 

La Veuve Cwdere 

French Cultural Centre. Momma an- 
nex. I Modnaa El-Hoqouq B- 
Ferenstve St. Mounira. Td 354 7679. 
22 Dec. 7pm A French Cultural Cen- 
tre. BeBapoBx annex. 27 Sabri Abu 
Alton St bmailia Sq. HetiopoTn i. Td 
417 4824. 24 Dec. 7pm. 

Directed by Pierre CJianicr- Dcfcnc 
(19711, starring Alain Deton and St- 
mooe Siguorer, 

Mahans 

Montana Abul Salem ad Centre Jer 

Indian Culture, 32 Talaat Hart St, 
Downtown. Td 393 3396. 19 Dec, 
4pm. 

Scoring Anritab Bacbchan. 

A Distant Cry From Spring 


^27 Sabri Abu Atom St btinatiuS?. 

Hdtopdix Td4l74S24. 19 Doe. 7pm. 

Arabic Music EnscteNj . 
Gtmthwriya Theatre. Gomhounya Sq. 

Td 341 2926. 19 Dec 1 8pn- t 
Conducted by &dnh GWbusta. 

SSH5SSS--* 

341 2926. 19 Dec. 8pm. 

With soloist ana contactor Ahmed 
Hjmdy. 

La Tra vista 

meat HaB, Opera House, Gextm. Td 
34! 2926. 20 Dec. 8pm. 

Performed by (be Cain) Opera Com- 
pany 

Piaco Recital 
tufl HaB, Opera House, as above. 20 



Cairo Symphony Orchestra 
Mobs BaB. Open Bone, as above. 21 
Dec 

Hassan Shatara (viofin), Dmhar Dmi- 
trov (trumpet) and Sergei Tieneko (vi- 
ola), m a progra mm e indaifing Cesar 
Frank and Mozart. 

nano Recital 
BhBanager. Opera House Grounds, 
Getim-Td 3406161 21 Dec. 8pm. 
Spanish pianist Vicuna Aja performs 
com p o siti ons by Manuel De Falla. 


Vto&a, Cde & Itano Ro- 
dtaf 

Small HaB, Opera House, 
as abeam. 22 Dec, 8pm. 
Performed by bakly Be- 
ridze, Tamaz Gomdaonri 
mil Ydtau Dzamarirvifi. 

Jazz Concert 
Goethotaiya Theatre, 
Goabouriya Sq. Td 341 
2926. 21802 Dec. 8pm 
Yehia KhaEI and group. 

Song Recital 
SmaBHaB, Open House. 
astibave.23uec.8pm. 

gimifTinifan 


10am -8pm. Until 28 Dec. 

lino BSartdu Arrivrera (Engravings) 
Italian Cultural Centre. 3 ETShrUh 
El-Mansafi Sl ZtaaaJek. Td 340 8791. 
Daily exc Fri A Sal. I0am-2pm A. 
5pm-8fnc. Until 29 Dec. 

Exhibition under die title The Mono- 
Kih< of I aHiela and Lasts Uagh. Etfai- 
opia. 

Animals in Egyptian Art 
Rare Books and Special CaBeetioas 
Library, comer of ETShdkh Khan 
and Mansaar So, Dauntawn. Td 357 
5436. Daily exc Fri 8J0am-7pm; Thur 
830am-5pm & Sax 12pm- 5pm. Until 
SO Dec. 

Tbc Lift and Writings or Gertrude 
BcD 

British Council GaBay. 192E1-NUSL 
Agotca. Td 301 0319. Daily 9am- 
9pm. Until 30 Dec. 

Tina Modotti (Photographs) 

Spanish Cultural Centre. 20 Boulos 
Hanna St. DoUt Td 360 1746. Daily 
exc Fri & Sat. I0am-2pm A SpmSpm. 
Until 31 Dec. 

P h otog ra phs ofMcricoinihe 1920s. 

International Exhibition ef Mini- 
atures 

Zeinab Khntmtn House, behind ET 
Ashar Masque. Doth 1 0am- 1 Opm. Un- 
til 31 Dec. 

liab A wad Mobaxoed (Paintings) 
Ewart Gallery. Main Campus. AUC. 
El-Sheikh Khan St Td 337 5436. Dai- 
ly exc Fri, 9am -9pm. 22-31 Dec 

AUC StHdent Photographs 
Jamed Centre GaBay, Greek Cam- 
pus. AUC. El-Sheikh Rihan St Td 357 
5436. Daily arc Fri, 9am-9pm- 22-31 
Dec 

Usama Mohamed (Gfassworiai A 
Abtid-Hssser Sfaiha (Bazik) 

Extra GaBay, 3 B-Nesshn St Comer 
afidanuea St Zamalek. Td 340 6293. 
Dally exc Sun, I0.30am-2pm & 5pm- 
8pm. Until 3 Jan. 

Hassan AH Ahmed 

Espace GaBay, / B-Shertfem St 
Dmmtaun. Td 393 1699. Daily exc 
Fri 10am- 2pm A 6pm-9pm Until 8 
Jan. 

Art Fair 

Dome Gallery, 20 Abdd-Axb Garnish 
St across Mohamed Mahmoud St 
Doctors ’ Tower, no 405. Td 355 8367. 
Dally etc Fri 12pm- 9pm. Until 9 Jan. 

Sixth Cairo In teraatioaal Bknnaie 
Cairo Qpera Gallery, second floor. 
Opera House Grounds. Gesim. Td 
342 0592. Daily 10am -8pm Until 15 
March. 

The Maseum oT Mr and Mra Mo- 
hamed Mahmond Khaffl 

1 Kafintr B-Ak/uhid St DakkL Td 336 
2376. Daily exc Mon, 10am-6pm 
Egypt’s largest collection of nineteenth 
century European art, amassed by the 
bte Mahmoud Khalil, me biding works 
by Courbet, Van Gogh. Gauguin, and 
Rodin and a host of impressionist 
works, boused in die villa once be- 
longing la the K haKk sod converted 
into a m useum with Unto, if any, ex- 
pense spared. 

Egyptian Moseuai 
Tahrir Sq. Downtown. Td J7J 4219. 
Daily exc Fri. 8am-5pm; Fri 9am- 
II. /Sam A !pm-3pm 

Coptic Mnemn 

Mar Girps. Old Cairo. Td 36 2 87 66. 
Dally esc Fri, 9am-4pm; Fri 9am- 

11am & lpm- 3pm. 

Mamie Mnwma 

Port Said St Ahmed Maher St Bab Ei- 
Khalq. Td 390 99301390 1520. Daily 
exc Fri. 9am-4pm; Fri 9am- ll.30am 
&2pm-4pm 


Cultural Centre. 106 Qasr 
Garden Ctrv. Td 355 3962. 
19 Dec 6pm 

Commercial cinemas change their pro- 
grammes every Monday. The in- 
formation provided is vaad through to 
Sunday after which it Is wise to check 
with the cinemas. Arabic films are sd- 
dom subtitled. For information, contact 
the venue. 

EKIcntd (The Gentieman) 

Tlba 11, Near City. Td 262 9407. Daily 
10.30am. 330pm. 6.30pm &. 9.30pm 
Re ay. Roxy Sq. Hempolls. Td 258 
0344. Daily 10am, 3pm. 6pm 6c 9pm. 
Diana Palace. 17 B-Alfi St Em- 
adeddin. Downtown. Td 924 727. Dai- 
Iv 10am, Ipm. 3pm 6pm A 9pm RtroB 
1. 26 July St Downtown. Td 575 5053. 
Daily Ipm. 3 3pm 630pm £ 930pm. 
Mahmoud Abdel- Aziz, Ponssi and EJ- 
bam Shahin play it for laughs. 

Ebwptf Mashbouha (Illicit Liaisons) 
Miami. 38 Talaat Harb St Downtown. 
Td 574 5656 Daily noon. 330pm. 
5.30pm A 830pm. 

N**wa(Tbc Fhngl 

RhoB U, 26th July St Damaorm. Td 
575 5053. Daily Ipm, 330pm 630pm 
8pm A 10pm. 

Romantfca 

Sphinx. Sphinx Sq. MahonJessin. Td 
346 4017. Daily 9pm Cosmos I. 12 
EmaJeddln St Downtown. Td 779 
537. Daily 1 0cm. Ipm 3pm 6pm A 
9pm. 

LeHutiemcJoar 

Normaady,2I El-Ahram St He- 
Hopolis. Td 250 0254. Daily 1130pm 
330pm. 630am A 9.30pm. Tahrir. 
112 Tahrir St DoUd. Td 335 5726 
Dafty 3p m - 6 f”” & 9 P at - 


DANCE 


Nntaracfcer 
Mtun HaB. Opera House, Gdro. Td 
341 2926 24 Dec. 8pm: 25 Doc. lhrm 
A8pn l 

Performed by the Cairo Opera Ballet 
Company, dire cted by Abdet-Manenn 
Kntad. 

THEATRE 


Lida. 23 Emadeddtn St Downtown. Td 
934 284. Dally /(ten, 1pm. ipm. 6pm 
& 9pm. EPStdum. 65 Abdd-HamidBa- 
dawiSr. HeUapahx TH293 1072. Dai- 
ly 3.30pm, 631pm A 930pm. 

The Crow 

Cosmos D, 12 Emadeddm St Down- 
town. Td 779 537. Daily /(ten, Ipm 
3pm. 6pm A 9pm 

Drsgw Heart 

tJ-Horreya /, El-Harrcya Mall, Roxv, 
Heliopolis. Daify lpm, 3pm 6pm. A 
9pm. Rarush HBton I. Cam idrn El-Nil 
SL Td 574 7436 Daily 1030am. 
1.30pm 3.30pm 6.30pm. 630pm. 

KabeBqne 

MGM. Mandi Grand MoO. KoUcvtti 
El-Nnsr Sq. Month. Td 352 3066 Dai- 
fy I Oam, lpm, 3pm. Cpm & 9pm Ka- 
rim B, 15 EmaJeddin St Downtown. 
Tel 924 830. Daily 1 0am. lpm, 3pm, 
6pm d 9pm. 

Legends of the Fall 

El-Harem, Pyramids Road, Goa. Td 
385 8358. Daify 10.30am, 130pm. 
3.30pm. 630pm, 930pm. 


Karim /. 15 E madeddt n St Downtown. 
Td 924 830. Daily I (hurt, Ipm, 3pm. 
6pm A 9pm. Tlba I. Near City. Td 262 
9407. Daify 10.30am. 3.30pm. 630pm 
& 930pm. 

Casino 

Metre. 35 Talaat Harb St Downtown. 
Td 393 3897. Daify 10am lpm. 3pm 

6pm A 9pm. 

Pulp Fiction 

Bade. 24 Talaat Harb St Downtown. 
Td 575 6562. DaUy /Oam, lpm 3pm. 
6pm A 9pm. 

Prims! Fear 

Raman Hilton H. Comtche E-Nil St. 
Td 574 7436 Daily 10.30am 1.30pm. 


EJ-Hxres (The Guard) 

Abdd-BeUm El-Zerqam HA £=- 
bekfya Theatre. Td 391 7783. Daify 
6pm. 

Directed by Mobamed Abdri-Bafi. 

Bdunat Haaem_ Afem? 

George AMad BA Esbekfya Theatre, 
as above. Daily 9pm 

Dastnar Ya SMna (With Your Per- 
mission, Masters) 

El-Faun Thettire. Nodi El-iisaiqa St 
Jtamsri. Tel 578 2444. Daify 830pm. 

Balia (Fanfare) 

Ma&net Nesr Theatre, Youssqf Abbas 
St MatBnet Nasr. Td 402 0804. Dally 
8.30pm; Thtr 10pm. 

Starring Stdsh Et-Saadam, directed by 
Samir El-Asfonri. 

EJ-Gaa^r (The Chain) 

EkSdum Theatre. Qasr El-Aim. Td 
355 2484, Daily exc Mon. 9pm. 

KaT) ‘Al (High Beds) 

Radio Theatre, 4 Talaat Harb St 
Downtown. Td 578 4910. Daify Bfmt, 
Wed AThur 10pm. 

D-Zalm (The Leader) 

Et-Haram Theatre. Pyramids Road. 
Giza. Td 386 395Z Daify 8pm Wed A 
Thus. IQpm. 

Gonomt B-Banat (The Madness Of 
Girls) 

Mahomed Farid Theatre Emadeddtn 
SLTd 770 603. Daily 8pm 

Ek-Furts B-Asmar (The Dark Knight) 
Puppet Theatre Aloha Sq. Td 591 
0954. Tkur-Sun 630pm Fri A Sun 
I lam 

LECTURES 


Hospitals and CmnjMtm 

French Cultural Centre. Mounira an- 
nex I Madnset E-Hoqouq H- 
Feremuyn St Mounira. Td 354 7679. 
19 Dec. 630pm. 

Lecture by (jcrakl Danral. 

Literary Encownter 
Spanish Cahnral Centre. 20 Boulos 
Hanna St DokkL Td 360 1746 20 Dec. 
7.30pm A Spanish Dep. Faculty of Arts. 
Ain Sums University; 21 Dec '. 12pm. 
Lecture by Spanish writes Victoria 
Atencia, Lama Ftefacas and Juan Sal- 
aberc. 

The Cnhnnd Role of UBrrenHcs 

Oriental HA Mam Campus. AUC, Ef 
Sheikh Rihan St Td 357 5436. 23 Dec. 

(jpm. 

Lecture by Mcadkl Sbdnb, nrcsidein of 
Cairo UtnVezrity. 


All information correct at time of going 
to press. However, it remains wise to 
check w ith venues first, since pro- 
grammes, dares and times are subject to 
change at very short notice. 

Please telephone or said information to 
Listings, Al-Ahram Weddv, Gataa Sl 
C airo. Tel 5786064. 

Fax 5780089/833. 

Compiled by 

InJyEHCasbef 


Around the galleries 



Saflya Helmi 


THE PAINTINGS ofTahia c^-. 

rcntly on show at Kb an EI-Maehraby 

capture foe spirit of Nubia. The direct- 
ness of foe brushstrokes serve to ar- 
ticulate foe artist’s love of both a place 
and its people. V 

The work of EI-Gfaoun artists is show- 
ing m foe foyer of foe AJ-Aftram BtxOd- 
worth noting among the many 
sculptures, drawings, batiks and ceram- 
ics on show are several Upper Egyptian 
landscapes by Serag Abdej- Knhgffn 
Mashrabia Gallery shows recent 
works by Wageeh Wahba. Dynamic 
form, elements drawn from folklore and 
lunatic compositional tensions char- 
acterise the show. 

. M At ? e o 2° C* 1 ** shows ceramic 
works by Safiya Bdmi alongside s6 fl- 
hfe paintings by Hoda Kbaled. 

Reviewed by Nagwa Bdhthrt 


U* I ’ 




As the curtains go down on the 20th Cairo International Film Festival, Al-Ahram Weekly spotlights the awards and the honorees 


20th Cairo International Film Festival: Awards 


Tho Go Iden Pyramid Award for 
- Bast Film: JU-Tuffaha (The Apple), 
dhr Raafat Et-HHhi; Egypt 
Award for Best Director: Pantells 
Voulgaris, Acropolis; Greece 
Award for Best Acton Abit Baler 
Ezzat, for his role In AMIanrV 
VMaFSatour (The Woman and the 
Cleaver); Egypt 

Award for Best Actress: Julia Jag- 

er, Outside Thnm 

Award for Best Screenplay: 

Franck Bayer, St MOchohm Church, 

Acta 


Germany 

Silver Pyramid Award: Marhaban 
Ya Ibn El-’Am (Salut Cousin), dir 
HHrzak Ufwash; Algeria 
Special Jury Award: Andreas Kiel* 
nert, director of Outside Time; 
Germany 

Best Arabic Film Award: Haifa, dir 
Rashid Mashharawi; Palestine 
NaguBr Mahfouz Award for Best 
Directorial Debut: Sandrfne 
Veyssa, dir WiU it Snow this 
Ch r ist ma s?; France 








^ w.: 


Leila Etoni in Al-Taffahu (The Apple), winner of the Golden Pyramid Award 


on conviction 


Amal El-Sherif speaks to Russian director Nikita Mikhalkov — past- 
winner of the Palme d’Or at Cannes and honouree of the 20th CIFF 
— about hamburgers, meat baits and other cinematic dishes 


Here as one of fee bo norees of fee 20th Cairo Inter- 
national Fflm Festival (OFF), Russian director Nikita ' 
Mikhalkov is no stranger to fee rntemattonal festival cir- 
cuit. Long a favourite director in Russia, Mikhalkov's 
winning of fee Palme d’Or in Cannes a few years ago 
simply confirmed his - international reputation as a di- 
rector. 

Initially, Mikhalkov studied theatre before launching 
into a career as a film director and actor. Mikhalkov him- 
self does not see tins as a major transition or turning 
point in his career. 

"My film studies followed fee conventional pattern of. 
training in Rnsria”i he says, “where aspiring film di- 
rectors receive a grounding in both theatre and cmema 
studies. And yes, I suppose theatre did influence my di- 
rectorial style in that a well-wrought scenario is very im- 
portant to me, as is fee movement of camera.” 

Mikhalkov — a noted actor as well as di m^nr — does 
not see any contradiction between the two ides.' 

“I see cmema as a mote-faceted art, *o it was only nat- 
ural feat I should act, write scenarios and finally direct 
my own films”, he explains. There are some stories, he 
says, that you feel tempted to present according to your 
own vision. He also felt the need “to address social prob- 
lems of relevance to the man next door — problems tack- ’ 
led in A Quiet Day at the End of ike War (1973) and 
Prisoner of Love (1976)." 

He cites, among fee reasons why be decided to move 
behind fee m mw i i rather than before it, the temptation to 
adapt Russian literary wo r ks, particularly Checkhov, for 
the screen. Nevertheless, his experiences as an actor, he 


Vtd s, have given liim as a director, a greater under- 
standing of bow .to'gjve guidance and rnimrn miftifp 
instructions to those who perform in his films 

Asked how be explained the feet feat the col- 
lapse of die Soviet Union did not affect his work, 
Mikhalkov grows restless. In his opinion, he says, 
social systems should not affect artists and their 
stance on fife. “If my attitndes had changed [after 
fee collapse of fee Soviet Union], this would have 
• meant that 1 had been deceitful, or feat I had be- 
come deceitful. In reality I have always 
and wife great liberty, pressing and controversial 
issues in my films, regardless of fee regime. It is 
only as a Russian citizen feat the recent changes, 
have affected me, but my vision as an artist has not 
changed." He does concede, however, feat Russian 
cinema is currently passing through a crisis, caused 
primarily by lack of fends and problems of dis- 
tribution. 

Still, he will not countenance fee ebarge, commonly 
heard’ a gainst fee Russian filma_ that thetr screenplays 
are less appealing than their American counterparts. 

. "The Russian scenario," he says, "is like Russian 
minced meat balls: it’s a cinematic concoction tint re- 
- fleets the Russian national character, in the same way 
that Egyptian films reflect the national dish of jiadT 
. And American cinema? “That does not really reflect any 
specific rational flavour, but is closer in nature to ham- 
burgers: a fl a v o ursome meal of sex, thrills and vi- 
olence,” he says. 

Carried away by his culinary imagery, Mikhalk ov 


■'•’srs. 




Nikita Mikhalkov 

s- takes tire analogy a step further. 

"American cinema is invading tire world in fee same 
iy way that McDonalds has invaded the capitals of the 
« world." But fee beginning of the end of Russian cinema. 

as be puts it, would be to try and imitate American films, 
a as do some young Russian directors. To Mikhalkov, the 
h uman element in films is all important He views his 
y own work as an anatomy of tire Russian soul — the glory 
of which it is capable, as well as its paradoxes and con- 
y tradktioQs. 

*- How does Mikhalkov explain the trend towards em- 
i- ignition among Russian scientists and artists? The ques- 
tion appears to be a faux pas. “It’s as if you're asking me 
v why 1 still live in Russia! I'm sure there are problems in 


■ Egypt so why don't you 
leave the country 7" he ex- 
claims. Then, more se- 
riously: “Yes, fee phe- 
nomenon exists, yes Russian 
scientists and artists are em- 
igrating, because of all the 
difficult circumstances in 
Russia. Mysdfi I am an artist 
and every artist n ur t ur es the 
dream of impro ving condi- 
tions in his homeland." Oth- 
ers who have made tire 
choice of leaving Russia, he 
says, should ask themselves 
until when they will remain 
on tire run. 

Given the wide acclaim Mikhalko v’s films have re- 
ceived in fee form of awards at bath Russ ian and inter- 
national festivals, die latest being tire CIFF, bow has that 
affected his work? 

“I don’t work with awards on my mind. If ever I 
were to ask myself why 1 work, I wouldn’t find an an- 
swer. Could you ask the birds why they sing on the 
trees?" 

But he says he is happy to have attended the CIFF, 
“which I know to be the biggest film festival in fee re- 
gion. and thus being honoured by it is flattering." The 
CIFF, be adds, has also given him the chance to watch 
Egyptian films which he finds have a likeness wife 
Russian cinema — not least in their melodrama. 


Change of direction 

Haiti Mustafa interviews Rashid Mashharawi and Mohamed Bakri, director 
and lead actor of Haifa, selected as best Arabic film at this year's festival 


The work of Palestinian dir ect or Rashid Mashharawi 
must now be fe rrufiar in Cano film festival-goers. At 
last year’s OFF, Mashharawi’ s Htxtta Ishaarin Aakhar 
(Curfew) won tire Golden Pyramid Award, and at this, 
the 20th festival, Haifa has garnered tire Best Arabic 
Film Award Established to mark UNESCO’s choice of 
Cain) as this year’s cultural capital of the region, fee 
award will nev- 
ertheless remain as 
one of tire fixed com- 
petition categ ories m 
coming CIEFs. 

Much of tire polit- 
ical content of Mash- 
harawi ’s films draws 
on tire director’s own 
experience: . he was 
bom in Mukbayyam 
Al-Shati’e, Gaza, in 
1962. Mohamed Bak- 
ri who plays fee lead, 

Haifa, was bom near 
Acre in 1953, and 
carries an Israeli 
passport. Although 
Bakri’s pr e v ious ex- 
perience as an actior 
includes a role in 

Above: Director Rashid Mate! 
of the scenes of 

tre actor. Having 

studied thealie at Tel Aviv University, Bakri directed 
three mono-dramas based on novels by Entile Habibi, 
Hamm Mina aid El-Tayyeb Saleh. 

While Mashharawi has mostly shied away from, crude 
political aDegorisatr o n in Haffd, tire begmmng ted the 
end of the film deliberately foreground its political ccor 
tent The film begins wife a car which is, almost _a 
. wreck. Tire deranged hero Hri&(Baknj is m the, driv- 
er’s seat, singing, fo the last sequezreo of tire film Haifa, 
finds himself standing at a crossroads, having to choose 
between tire road down which his aunt’s funeral pro- 
cession is going nnd that along which celebrations are 
being held for Palestinian Anfeority, which has just ot- 
tered Gaza. 

Between the beginning and fee ted of the film, po- 
litical gi gnrfier s are more subtle, tempered wife a 


Above: Director Rashid Mashharawi; left: Mohamed Bakri in 
one of the scenes of Haifa 


hint of black humour. There is, for example, the 
motto reiterated by tire hero (or perhaps one 
should say anti-hero): “Jaffa, Haifa, Akka 
[Acre]". To Mashharawi, Haifa (fee character) 
“represents tire past and the face of memory". Yet 
it is not an elegiac memory portrayed by Bakri in 
fee part of Haifa. 

“What drew me 
to fee character," 
he says, “was this 
passion and joy in 
fee face of reality. 
Haifa has this flhid- 
ing love for Haifa 
[the city]. Acre, 
Jaffa and the peo- 
ple of tire refhgee 
camps. It is this 
love and joy that 
rupture the sad cli- 
mate and false 
- peace", says Bakri. 

Bat for Bakri to 
master fee por- 
trayal of the de- 
ranged Haifa and 
his ravings was no 
easy task. In search 

to an asylum in 
' Bethlehem, which 
he visited on a duly basts. “Finally I met an inmate 
called Abu Maged who seemed perfect as a model," 
says Bakri. “Abu Maged, who is itiiterate, bad fallen 
in love with a beautiful, educated girl in his neigh- 
bourhood. When she accepted his marriage proposal 
he lost Us mind. One of Us ticks was to ask every 
rotate tiren:^^ do you to for a living?’.! cop- - 
ied Us tone for Haifa’s call: ' ’Jaffa, Haifa, Akka 
[Acre],’” explains Bakri 

Apart from Haifa, fee film depicts tire lives of a 
family living in refugee camps, a setting that allows 
far an historical contextual. isafion of tire Palestinian 
situation, seen through the various generations of the 
farrifly- But given the accent Mashharawi wants to place 
on political (firaooance and discord, the screenplay 
moves in a non-sequential maim er and there are often 
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false notes and disturbing repetitions in fee anisic 
Given fee film’s strong note of discontent about the po- 
litical status quo in Palestine, were there any objections 
from the censors? 


“Not at alT, says Mash- 
— ft?- J harawi “I didn't have to 

v , > W/BA submit the scenario to any- 1 

flP^M^N one. And, in fact, the Pal- i 
i i estinian Ministry of Cul- 
{ST ture offered invaluable help 

Kitf' : V; w'mhBB while we were filming. Be- 
.•aE- \ ■ . 'rarSyii sides, the present political 

(i climate in Palestine is very 

ar \ * ■ different from that under 

W__ i . J vraF' which Curfew was made." 

PVJjJp&L / I'ibB-’ And while the crossroads 
J f. f -taw* ; image upon which the film 
V ■ [' jp* ends would tempt the view- 

. / z . jjr-F ‘ I er to conclude that Mash- 
1 ,1c j harawi condemns fee so- 
j, ?'§> called Peace Process, the 

director himself does not 
• 2 &'Js JA ■ endorse this interpretation: 

■fgi'. “The last sequence of the 

yT-f film does not offer any clo- 

: ‘IWi sure," suggests Mash- 

' & haraw ’- W3S 1101 oflhripg 

■ solutions but posjng ques- 

[t tions. The Palestinian Au- 

thority is not very different 
’&s' from the Palestinian peo- 
5 pie. If there is a state of 

™ siege, wefl we are all be- 
' S % sieged. The questions 

gnawing at the vast major- 
jYs&jKu^ X • ity of Mestmians may well 
t’ ** S3mc questions 

\ g^wing at Yasser Arafat 
M ^ — we’re all in the same 

** Somewhat more de- 
% fimtive in his answers, 

affic Bakri sees the two roads 

town which Haifa peers as 
ST JHpl’ distinct options: the rashly 

^ all triumphal and the funereal. 

But neither option is for 

him: “I was bora for a bet- 
ter future. Injustice is not everlasting. The present situa- 
tion will not last forever. Maybe we won’t be there to 
see this brighter future, but our children win." 


f/j 


D 1 3 ry Of 3 ' fi I rn—Q06r ,n whicft Hossam Elwan does not receive an invitation to the closing ceremony and frayed tempers result in fisticuffs 


Wednesday, 11 December 

At 1 pm I go to watoh tire Algerian film Machaho, directed 
by Hagag. The film’s {dot wouMbe familiar to 

any Arab audtex*: a father sets out to avei^eTirmaelf on 
fee yoong man who has seduced hi? daughter; Jh his quest, 
itefi»«^tg^h«fimtilyB^d he str ate whtomeanagie. 
in any case, the young mart has returned to marly tbt 
daughter. But father insists on his revenge , flre young man 
is killed, anfe hey presto, fee fannly is destitute. ■■ . _ 

fp fermfl nrf structure, scenario and editing, the film, is sin>- 
pllstic, bat the lanfecapes, and the motm teTns , in winefe the 
action occurs are magnrfkxnt The film, in Berber, ts snb- 
titled in English. But the andiencearthe Small Hall — sup- 
posedly the intellectual elite — r e ma ins rowdy and msists 
on giving a sarcastic naming commentary. This suddenly 
comes to seem doubly irooie wfrtel feam that the fflm won .. 
the Audience Award at theMontpdBer F2m Festival 
Betweai 4 and 5pm I atten^Jt to gain access to a screen- 
• . i-.i — mw AmUt S w-iiii tv. 


unfortunately, bars journalists from entering the aufetor- 
hnn and teasers become fraynl I abandon, fee attempt at 
die onset of fisticuffs, only to witness members of the jury 

being smiled in fee bade door of fee SnraD.HalL 

Ai ipmSsciniiarOT Arte cmema begins, afteradefay 
of seme four hours spent wafting for fee pantests, some of 


whom don't turn up anyway. 

At 6pm AfTuffaha is screened simultaneously at AJ- 
Hanager and tire Small Hall , thank to flic rumpus created 
by tiiose journalists who had earlier been unable to gain en- 
try. to one of the two auditoriums tire screening is stopped 
while a tear in fee film is fixed; seizing the opportunity, a 
large section of the audience which had earlier fought to be 
admitted, sneaks out 

At 9pm festivities for Naguib Mahfouz’ 85th birthday 
begmwithfeedirectDrcoftheMexican\ecBiaiisof77ie2&- 
gamtngand rite End and MidaqAJley in attendance. While 
the celebrations are taking place The Beginning and the 
End is being screened; without any announcement, else- 
where: Meanwhile, Samir Safari, who is emceeing the cel- 
ebration, conducts dialogues between Egypti* 11 stars and 
fee two Mexican directors — displaying a remarkable lack 
of tad towards the festival’s guests. Discussion se e ms to 
frxais on a single scene, in which a Mexican actress ap- 
peared naked. Such moraJ laxity would hardly be possible 
m Egypt, seems to be the conclusion. Interestingly, eves 
Saadcdtfin Wahba, the organiser of tire festival, allows 
himself, to get carried away by the Id’s-bash-Mexican- 
reorals crosaie. 

Thursday, 12 December 

At 10am I see Al-Sayyida (Tire Lady ), Tunisian dir e cto r 


Mteamed Zara’s first full length feature film. Technically 
. unsophisticated, the film nevertheless has a complex struc- 
ture. An artist who feels claustrophobic within his emo- 
tional relationship wife a young woman is increasingly 
drawn to a boy from a popular quarter. The artist's de- 
cision to move to the quarter precipitates a series of rap- 
tures within the social structures there — and the boy ends 
up dead, though whether he has been murdered remains 
unclear. The artist recedes from the scene, leaving behind 
him a mural depicting fee quarter. Later, when fee screen- 
ing of Egyptian film Al-Mara 'a WalSatour (The Woman 
and the Cleaver) is about to begin, security attempts a re- 
peat performance of yesterday. This time, however, the 
journalists win the day. AJ-Mara 'a Wal-Satour is a police 
film wife stereotypical characters that no amount of good- 
will can make interesting. 

Friday, 13 December 

I amend tire 10am screening of the Russian film The In- 
sulted and the Humiliated, directed by Andrei Eshpoy, 
baste on a novel by Dostoyevsky. The film stars Nastassia 
Kinski and the renowned Russian director Nikita Mik- 
halkov. The film has been preceded by its reputation, 
which is such that the increasingly fidgdy audience re- 
mains loath to leave. 

1pm: Palestinian Rashid Mashharawi 's Haifa is screened 


in the Small Hall. Mashharawi who has worked on tire 
rmse-en-scene of several films, now lives in Holland 
where be has his own production company. Haifa is both 
the title of the film ate the name of the protagonist Rash- 
id’s work is not the sort that creates or broaches dilemmas 
to be resolved: rather, h is low-key and intimate. He is par- 
ticularly skilled at weaving the ambiance of secret assigna- 
tions — glances through windows, the stolen moments of 
togetherness — into a resonant tale. With exceptional act- 
ing from Mohamed Bakri in the lead, fee film was de- 
servedly popular wife festival-goers. 

After watching Haifa , I try to procure an invitation to tire 
festival closing ceremony. For tire fourth time 1 go to fee 
press centre where I am told that Saadeddrn Wahba him- 
self doles out the invitations. 1 realise Tm not going to at- 
tend the closing ceremony. 

Saturday, 14 December 

The Austrian film. Land of Dreams , part of the Naguib 
Mahfouz competition, is bring screened at 1 0am. The 
French film Will it Snow this Christmas, eventually wins 
the Mahfouz award. Unfortunately it never received a 

press screening in the Small HslL 
Sunday, 15 December 

Though tire festival officially dosed yesterday, screenings 
continue in the Small Hall. T do not go. 


One of the main attractions of 
the 20th Cairo International 
Film Festival (CIFF) was tire 
screening of a documtetary en- 
titled Umm Kulthum, the Voice 
of Egypt. I felt really elated 
watching that magnificent re- 
cording of the life and art of 
that great Egyptian singer. Be- 
cause fee fihn was not a feature 
production, it was shown out- 
ride competition, nor was it in- 
cluded in the p rog ram me of 
press screenings. 

My guess, however, is that 
the documentary was seen by 
as many viewers as those who 
watched the widely publicised 
feature films in competition. 
The documentary's popularity 
was such that Saadeddin Wah- 
ba, fee president of the festival, 
promiste to have it shown 

r ri later, and many members 
the audience were beard 
muttering that television should 
really screen the film during 
Ramadan. 

Let me make a confession: to 
the majority of the audience, 
myself among them, it was the 
nostalgia, as much as the voice, 
that moved us quite literally to 
tears. But it was also salutary to 
watch the young initiated, be- 
yond tire magnificence of Umm 
Kulthuro’s voice, into the na- 
tional events to White she bore 
witness, let alone pa rticipated 
in. 

More than just a biography of 
fee diva, it is a saga of fee mod- 
em history of Egypt, more or 
less from the time of the as- 
cendancy to tire throne of King 
Farouk until the death of the 
ringer in 1975. No wonder the 
director and producer of fee 
film gave it tire subtitle The 
Voice of Egypt. Indeed, Umm 
Kulth urn’s songs were always 
there at every national transi- 
tion, lyrically commentating on 
events. To old-timers like my- 
self her role in boosing the 
country’s morale after the 1967 
defeat, when the Arab front dis- 
integrated, is unforgettable. 
Umm Kulthum had tire cou- 
rage, conviction and confidence 
to travel to a number of Arab 
countries, including Tunisia, 
which, during that time, se- 
vered diplomatic relations wife 
EgypL Such visits were not 
merely for fund-raising, but 
were meant to assert Egypt's 
position as the leading Arab 
country. Old footage included 
in the documentary shows 
Umm Kulthum being met by 
the president and his wife. Her 
reception by fee Tunisians was 
such that they had to be cor- 
doned off by the police for her 
protection. 

Wife its rite mix of docu- 
mentary, live footage and inter- 
views, die film must have taken 
tire director/producer tre- 
mendous time and effort to re- 
search and put together so co- 
herently. And we get to hear 
some interesting anecdotes. Af- 
ter 1952, some members of tire 
Revolutionary Command 
Council gave instructions that 
any broadcasts of Umm Kul- 
thum songs be stopped, since 
she had previously performed 
for King Farouk. But when Ga- 
ma! Abdel -Nasser heard of this 
decision he annulled the order 
saying that “Umm Kuftfaum is 
the voice of Egypt, which can- 
not be silenced". To further 
confirm his admiration of her, 
he attended her recitals, which 
always took place on fee first 
Thursday of fee month. 

The film traces the develop- 
ment of Umm K ulth um and fee 
way tee adapted her songs to 
events. Apart from classical 
composers like El-Sonbati, she 
invited then-younger compos- 
ers like Baligh Harodi, Kama! 
El-Tawfl arid Mohamed El- 
Mougi to compose for her. She 
must have realised that she 
could no longer bank on her 
older, more conservative, audi- 
ence. Here, once again, she 
showed the same astuteness 
with which she approached all 
her derisions. 

Watching the concerts she 
gave, you relived the at- 
mosphere of awe, or rather 
sanctity, that reigned on the au- 
ditorium: fee breathless silence 
that fell on the hall while she 
sang and then the clamour miH 
ovation which followed every 
pause. There was a beautiful re- 
sponse from the audience and a 
loving feeling emerged be- 
tween them and her. While one 
cannot help comparing that in- 
timate artistic relationship to 
the roguish atmosphere at con- 
certs today, it was wife pleasure 
that 1 noted that the audience at 
tire screening reacted to her 
songs with something of the en- 
thralled dignity of past days. 

But let me put my cards on 
the table: having played a role, 
albeit a small rate, in the re- 
alisation of Umm Kulthum, the 
Voice of Egypt , I have reason to 
take pnde in fee finished prod- 
uct When Michelle Goldman 
came to Egypt. I was one of the 
first people she met and I did 
all 1 could to put her in touch 
with people who could help her 
wife her project One thmg I 
could not manage was to find 
an Egyptian to finance fee film 
— a great pity that 1 think it is 
shameful that the Egyptian par- 
ticipation in this fihn was re- 
stricted to interviews and pro- 
viding old footage. On the other 
hand, it is ht amn ing to find an 
American so fascinated by our 
great singer that she 

through perseverance, to pro- 
duce such a magnificent film. 

Mursl Saad El-Din 
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A 30 million-year journey 

Minerals, meteors and early man are some of the Geological Museum features. Sherine Nasr investigates 


Visiting the geological museum is an exciting ex- 
perience, particularly if you use a little imagination. It 
is a journey 30 million years back in time, to see the 
ancestors of today's elephants, whales, apes and 
wolves. Also on display is a wide range of precious 
stones and minerals that were later min ed by the Pha- 
raohs. 

The story goes back in geological time, when a riv- 
er, known as “the Ur-Nile," flowed northward from 
what is now known as El-Baharya Oasis towards the 
Sea of Thesus in the Fayoum depression. This river 
has now disappeared, but its path has been traced by 
satellites. “Favourable conditions for living were 
created in this area. Tropical forests grew an both 
banks of the old Nile, and fishes, birds and amphib- 
ians lived there,'’ said Youssri Attiya, a geologist at 
the museum. 

Had it not been for a sudden natural disaster, the 
skeletons of these animals might not have survived. 
“But the animals were quickly buried so they did not 
decay and their bones were kept intact," said Attiya. 

These bones, studied by geologists, show that Egypt 
was extremely rich in fauna. “Eleven orders can be 
traced, from which various species emerged. The 
breeding ground was first in the Fayoum," he ex- 
plained. 

Later, mammals , considered very advanced species 
of animals, emerged. “Among these were elephants, 
carnivores, hippopotami and apes whose motherland 
was Egypt,” said Attiya. 

The history of apes is perhaps the most interesting. 
A prominent place has been set aside in the museum 
for the skulls of five ape-men, rgnesenfing different 
periods of development The first was discovered in 
1948. “Its lower jaw and number of teeth are die same 
as in human beings. It lived almost 20 million years 
ago and is thought by geologists to be the ‘missing 
link' between man and ape," said Attiya. La te r, in the 
sixties, a skull of an earlier ape-man, who lived 30 
million years ago, was discovered north of Lake Qa- 
ro im. It was given the name “Aegyptopitbecus” or 
Egypt’s ape. 

Later, Neolithic man produced stone vessels to pre- 
serve food, a scythe to cut plants and spears to hunt 
animals. The skull of Pithecanthropus, a pre-historic 
man who lived 500,000 years ago, is also on display. 


He was the first to use fire. He was also taller, more 
developed and more ferocious than previous evolu- 
tions. “Some of his vessels were made from the bones 
of his fellow man-apes," said Attiya. 

As time passed, special rituals were developed to 
bury the dead, interring them in fetal position. 

The most recent skull depicts Cro-Magnon man, “a 
good-looking, tall creature, with proportional muscles 
and a skull equal In size to mortem man's. His tools 
were more variable. They were neatly made of ivory 
and animal bones. He was die first to draw pictures of 
the animals in his cave as a 
religious ritual before he 
went to hunt,” said Attiya. 

Each of these skulls is ac- 
companied by a picture 
which reconstructs what 
these ape-men and pre- 
historic men may have 
looked like. “This is not 
pure imagination. Studying 
the muscles, geologists 
have been able to re- 
construct the facial char- 
acteristics," said Mohamed 
El-Bederi, director of die 
museum. 

A whole section in die 
museum is devoted to the 
tools used by prehistoric 
man. Among the artifacts are small bone plates, 
knives, arrows beads, an axe with slightly rounded 
wings for a handle, a polished axe of reindeer bone 
and a bone needle. Seine vessels are ornamented with 
pictures of elephants and wolves. 

The most complete skeleton on display dates back 
40 million years, and is an ancestor of die elephant it 
is hard to identify the skeleton as that of an elephant, 
because it has no tusks or trunk and is significantly 
smaller than today's version. “This is how they looked 
before they adapted to new environmental condi- 
tions,” explained Attiya. 

Skeletons of more modem elephants, found in the 
upper strata of the land, display incisors that later de- 
veloped into tusks. “This elephant lived east of the 0- 
Qattara depression and south of Alamein. It was the 
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Nostalgically Cafe Comiche. 



Uniquely Inter-Continental. 


Presenting the newly opened Cafe Comiche 
with a sumptuous menu of Sultan Salads, 
Pasha's Pizzas & Pies. Ttxrkish Delights and Coffee 
Specialities, you'll be stepping back to a nostalgic 
era of Sultans, Hanems, Palaces and Pashas... 
Enjoy the atmosphere of this charming cafe 
or take advantage of our take-away, offering all 
the tastiest delicacies and pastries the 
Semiramis has to offer. 


closest to today's elephant,” said Attiya who went on 
to explain that the elephants migrated to Palestine, 
Iraq and finally Siberia, where unfavourable weather 
conditions made them move south agiin to India, Sau- 
di Arabia, Sinai and Fayoum, their homeland. “Ex- 
cavations in Fayoum have, therefore, yielded an el- 
ephant that is 40 million years old and another that is 
only one million years old," he said. 

“Another skeleton is of an extinct animal — the Ar- 
sinortherium, or Fayoum annual - It had the body of a 
rhinoceros, feet like an elephant and teeth that re- 
sembled those of a rock 
rabbit,” said Attiya. 

Samples of the various 
stones and minerals found 
in Egypt are also displayed 
in the museum. “These 
have been extracted from 
the Eastern Desert and Si- 
nai, two of the richest geo- 
logical sites on earth,” said 
El-Bederi. There are ap- 
proximately 99 gold mines 
m the area, all of which 
were discovered and ex- 
ploited by the Ancient 
Egyptians.” 

A large collection of pre- 
cious stones, including 
emeralds, turquoise, per- 
idot, malakite and alabaster, are also on view, as well 
as three meteorites from outer space. One was found 
in Esna in 1970, the other in a small village called El 
Nekhila in El-Beheira Govemorate in the Delta, while 
the third was found in El-Farafra Oasis. “Great atten- 
tion is now being given to the El-Nekhila meteorite 
because it is one of three, worldwide, that are strongly 
believed to be from Mars,” said El-Bederi. 

A fragment of a rock from the Taurus Littrow Val- 
ley of the moon, given to the museum in 1973, com- 
pletes its outer space collection. 

How to get there: 

The museum is on the Comiche Road leading to 
MaadL It is three-minutes ’ walk from Al-Zahra ' metro 
station and open daily apart from Fridays. Admission 


Coasting along 

A NEW coastal road extending 
for 75km from Damictta to Kafr 
El-Sheikh is nearly complete. 
The project is part of a three-year 
plan to connect eight govern - 
orates along the northern coast 
from Msrsa Matrooh through 
Alexandria, Damietta, Port Said 
and up to Rafah. The road will 
encourage regional tourism and 
triptych tourists - those with a 
pass erahWng them to travel with 
■»im«i,mm fuss through various 
counties of the region. 

Marine museum 

YOUSSEF Pasha Kamal’s pal- 
ace in Alexandria's Stanley Bay 
is to be converted into a marine 
museum. It will display 62 ob- 
jects currently being restored and 
documented by the Supreme 
Council of Arkiqurttes (SCA). 
The artefacts repres e nt different 
eras of shipping in Egypt from 
Pharomc tunes to the present. 
One of die main features is a star- 
sea and 



Cafe Comiche 
SEMIRAMIS INTER-CONTINENTAL CAIRO 

For orders, please call our Caff Comiche direct One, 
tel; 35717S5 or by direct fax order, fax: 3563009 


CDjC. 
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sailors, weighing almost 25 tons. 

Russians 
are coming 

THIS YEAR has witnessed an 
influx of Russian tourists to 
Egypt, a market previously do- 
scribed by tourist officials as 
weak. 

In die period from January to 
November, 118,028 Russians 
visited Egypt, which represents 
an increase by 14.8 per cent over 
the s ame period lart year. “We 
can attribute this success to the 
marketing plan we adopted this 
year and which is being carried 
out by a specialised Russian 
company,” said Dr Mamdouh El- 
Bdtagui, the Minister of Tour- 
ism. The plan included TV ad- 
vertisements on five major star 
dons, advertisements in a 
number of Russian new spap ers 
and magazines as well as posters 
displayed at underground sta- 
tions and along the city streets. 

“More Russian travel agencies 
are now organising trips to Egypt 
and (his has enco u raged Egyp- 
tAir to amend its schedules the 
type of aircraft being used in 
enter to deal with the larger Rus- 
sian market,” Beltagui stud. 


How to get there 


Buses 

Super Jet, Ffaq Delia and West Dcha buses operate 
throoghflut Egypt- 

Supsr Jat 

Super Jet stations are located m Atanzai^ 

Tahrir. Gin, Ramis Street and Cairo Airport. — 
travel to Alexandra, Port Said. Hurghada and Sttai- TeL 
772-663. 


Services dans every half hour from 5 -3 0am to I ( . 
gnu Tabrir, then Goa. Almaza and the airport. Tic 
LE19 until 9pm; LE2I thereafter, from fl* airport LE24 
until 5 pm; LE30 thereafter. 

A VIP bra with phone access leaves Almazs, ai 7.15am. 
Tickets fins Almaza LE2S; from the tarpon LE32 each 
way. 

CattMag Manats 

Services m 7am departure and 7pm return from Almazs 
and Tabrir Square. Tickets LE56 
Cairo- Sidi Abdel -Rahman 

Services at (LJOarn. 7am. 8am, 9am and 3.45pm. Tickets 
LE32 

Cairo-Pon Said 

Sfr ^icBS every talf hour from 6mti to sun; then 9*xn, 
i Hawn, 3pm. and 4 -30pm. from Almaza, then Ramsia 
Street. Tickets LEI5 each way. 


Service 6.45am. from Ramleb Square in Alexandria. 
Departs Port Said 3J0pm. Tickets LE22 each way. 


Services Sain and 2pm. from Tabrir, tbea Giza and 
Ahnasi. Depans Hurgbada noon and 5pm. Tickers LE40 
anal 5pm. LE4S thereafter, both each wav. 

Atexandria-Huntteda 

Service 8pm. from Ramleb Square, Alexandria. Departs 
Hurgbada 2.30pm. Tickets LE60 each way. 

Cairo-Sbann El-Shdfch 

Service 1 1pm. from Tabrir. then Almaza. Departs Shann 
H-Sbdkh 1 1pm. Tickets LE50 each way. 

East Delta Bus Company 

larai 10 Sotth/South Sinai Sinai. Su ez an d 
Gnaflg Buses to Lsmadia and Suez depart from Qulali 
(near Ramsis Square). Almaza and Tagmd Square (near 
Heliopolis). Buses lo North and Sooth Sinai depart from 
the Smai bos station ai Ahbassiya Square. TeL 
482-4753. 

Garo-lanaflia 

Services every 45 minutes from 6 JOam to 6pm, from 
O n la It [ben Almaza and Tagnid Square. Tickets deluxe 
bus LE5.75; air-conditioned bos LE5.25. one way. 

fiwm-Suez 

Services every half on hour from 6am to 7pm. from 
Qulali. [hen Almaza and Tagnid Square. Tickets deluxe 
bus LE5.75; air-conditioned bus LE5. one way. 

Cairo- El- Arab 

Services every hour from 730am lo 4pm. from QulaH, 
iben Almaza and Tagnid Square. Tickets deluxe bra 
LE21; air-conditioned bus LEI 3, one way. 

Caro-Sharm El-Sheikh 

Services every 45 mm from 7am to 630pm from 
Ahbassiya. then Almaza. Tickets morning LE27; 
ev enin g LE40, one way. 

Catp-Nuwgiba 

Service 8am. from Ahbassiya, then Almaza. Tickets 
deluxe bra LE3I. 

West Delta Bus Company 

Stations at Tabrir and Almaza. TeL 243-1846. 


Services 9am. noon. 3pm, 1030pm, 1 0.45pm and 1 1pm. 
Tickets LE30 one way. 


Services 9am and 3pm_ Tickets LE35 one way. 
Criro-Otmeir 

Service 10pm. Tickets LE38 one way. 


Service 9am. Tickets LE35 one way. 

Cairo- Aswan 

Service 5pm. Tickets LE50 one way. 

Trains 

Trams ran to Alexandria, Port Said, Luxor and Aswan, 
from R«ma g Station. TeL 147 or -575-3555. 

OfTP-tP"?** 4 ' 11 "*" 

“French” deluxe trains with sleepers 
Services to Luxor and Aswan 7.40pm and 9pm 
(reaching Luxor 6.40 am and 8am, Aswan 840am ad 
10am). Tickets to Luxor LE294 for foreigners and 
LEI 29 fix Egyptians, Id Aswan LE300 for fixognera; 
LEI4I for Egyptians. 

“Spanish" dense bams without sleepers 
Services to Luxor and Aswan 6.45 pin. 8.45pm and 
9.45pm. Tickets lo Luxor first class LE51; second da» 
LE31. Tickets to Aswan: fint class LE63; second class 
LE37. 

Caho-Alexandria 
“jotbirn" trams 

VIP bain: Service 8am. Tickets first class LE32 with a 
meal; LE22 without a meaL 
Standard trains: Services 9am, II am, noon, 5pm and 
7pm. Tickets fiat class LE2% second class LEI 7. 
"French” trains 

Services hourly from 6am to 1030pm. Tickets fiat 
class LE20; second class LE12. 

Cairo-Pert Said 

Services 6 70am and 8.45am. Tickets Got dam LE4S; 


second class LEM. 

EgyptAir 

There are between two and five ’ 

Check EgyptAir Arfly 39Q-W9; Opera 390-2444, cr 
Hjbni 772410 

Cairo- Aswan . 

Tickets LE35I for Egyptians, LEI 143 for foragoa*. 
both round-trip. 


CatmJmor 

Tickets LE259 for Egyptians. LE829 for foreigners, both 
nraMrip. 

Tickets LE279 for Egyptians. LE898 fix foreigners, both 
round-trip. 


Tickets LE287 for Egyptians, LE945 for foreigners, bofli 
round-trip. 

Seasonal deals 

Bolds: 

Cairo 

M6venotck Heflooofia 

No special rates. On C h ri‘? Trat » Eve, a dumer will be 
served in foe Mtweupidc and Ssrraya restaurants, a 
4-comxe mem fix LE79. In the Orangerie restaurant, 
■fisaer wfll served from 6pm fix LE75. PspOfion Disco 
offers unique, all-night dancing , iinninaim doge 
LE45. 

On Christinas Day, a 4<mae menu wiQ be served at 
die Mflvenpick and Satraya icstnurams fix LE85. The 
Orangerie offers a buffet lunch fitxn 1 130am to 6pm 
for LE68. 

On New Year’s Eve. a 6-coune menu will be served fix 
LEI 95 at the MOvtaqnck and Satraya restamms. Tin . 
PapiUkm Disco will also be offering a 3-co m ae menu, 
along with entertainment and an English DI fix LE23Q. 
A party in the Les Reams Banquet Room will mdude a 
gala (tamer buffet, a belly dancer and two DFs for 
LE236. 

Bmrwci Hilton 

No special rates. Dinner wiQ be saved at the Citadel 
GrOl for LEJJ 6. Smoked sabnoa, crispy roast dock , 
oxtail with crepes and other specialities will be served. 
The deluxe mean wifi be LEI 59 , and include smoked 
duck breast, Canadian lobster and other specialities. 

In foe Terrace Cafe, a rich buffet will be served with a 
variety ofterrines and gaintmcB, duck liver and sliced 
snaked salmon, roasted veal loin, grilled tomb entiets 
and other defkious plates. 

On New Year’s Eve, the Citadel Grin will offer two 
dinners fix LEI 69 and LE1S2 respectively. Windows on 
the World restaurant, overiookh^ Cairo, will presents 
splendid show, indndmg a beBy dancer. Egyptian and 
international singers. 

Hurgbada 

Souogta beach, itaon 

Special offer of LEI 33 per person per night, half bond 
including taxes and service. 

oLLE 1 05 per person per night, halfboard 
including taxes and service. 

Shann El-Sheikh 


No special rates. A Christmas dinner will be served at 
the Citadel re sta uran t. Cooties, chocola te s and apecial 
Christmas cakes will be sold. 

MQvcnpicL5taini El-Shcfth 
No special rates. On Oaistmas Eve , a Santa Clans 
Christmas Party will be held for children. Another will 
be bedd fix adults at the Cactus Disco. A i 
Christmas Day gala buffet will be held m 1 
Orangerie resta uran t. 

On New Year’s Eve, a big tent will be erected for 
entertainment, mehvting befly d ancin g. Russian shows 
and variety of singers. 

On New Year’s Day ,-a camd race will be organised, 
followed by a buffet lunch in the desert. 

No special rates. On the Christmas Eve, a special party 
for children will be held at the s wimmin g pooL P res ent s 
wiD be distributed. Another party wiD be organised for 
adults by the seaside. A tent wiD be erected for 
entertainment which will include dancmg, shows and 
bands. 

New Yen’s Eve, a party will be held around foe 
swimming pool it wiD feature belly dancing, aqua baUct 
and an oriental band. 


On Ch ri st m as Eve, a gala buffet dinner will be served in 
foe mam icst aurant with traditional delicacies, live 
atteitaiiunent and shows. Another gala dinner will be 
o [fixed at Kokai restaurant including a 6-course mean of 
traditional Western and Far Eastern specialities for 
LEI 80. 

On Christmas Day. a special party fix childra will be 
held at the Ghazala Bach Bar fix LE1S per child 
i n clu din g a magic show, Santa Clans and distribution of 
presents. 

On New Year's Eve, the Kokai restaurant will feature a 
gala dinner with 6 c our s es for LE240. At the Bar 
a special party wiD be set up with a LE40 mhiinnm 
charge. 

Travel aeeoefct: 


Kamak 

Special tripsto Beirut, Lebanon LE13I0 fix five days, 
in clu ding airfare and accommodation in a four-star 
hotel. 

Compiled by 
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felucca 1 Brasserie 
For an hdmontmaifal Christmas Bom, 
a variety of seas on al fare at our 


AMIGOS 

CdebnsOr a enny Christmas Eat, Maacana 

style, with a special "XMAS BINGO". 


Christmas Day 

felucca ^Brasserie 


in a tra dit ional O uistmm Day 
buffet with all the trimming a . 

A 


_ . . 

the gentle raging 

FLEMMING. 


to 

UNDA 


^Rlll 


Be endumted byte MOONLIGHT TRIO 
and dance to a candle lit dimer w 
French style. 



u 9 « * 






1 


19 -25 December' 1996 


Features 15 


- • . ‘■.-liter'. * 



teat is where the heart is.” For the 250 PaiestiHbnu living in the SaOoinn desert, homo is a camp between borders 


photos: Aimen AJ-Sayyad/AI-Majalla 



we’re part of the world’ 


Homeless 

bound 


Despite the many manifestations of a new life created 
within the 500-metre long Palestinian refugee camp 
on the Egyptian-Libyan border, despair lingers in the 
air. Amira Howeidy ventures into Libyan Salloum 




Inside one of 60 shabby, patched-up, foul- 
smell mg tents, Aytnan Gomaa’s fam ily is . 
watching the Egyptian satellite channel. 
Their red television set is their only 
of entertainment since being stranded, in the 
desert straddling the Egyptian-Libyan bor- 
ders mom than 15 months ago. The y ate 
Palestinian refugees who live in the “Camp 
of Return”. 

Next to the television set, Aisha Khamis 
is shaving her father-in-law's beard with a 
blunt kmre. Beside her, her mother-in-law 
is busy b athing her three-wed-old grand- 
son, Essam, in a big bowl of warm water. 
Essam is camp member num ber 251 . 

Although he is not die first to be bom in 
the camp, the stray of Essam’ 8 birth has 
been tola and retold; his 21-year-old moth- 
er, Aisha, (fid not know when she arrived at 
the Egyptian benders from Libya with her 
family in August last year, that die would 
begin a new life in tins isolated desert an 
the Salloum elevation. ’ 

Egyptian authorities denied her family an - 
entxy visa. They were forced to take shelter 
together with another four Palestinian fam- 
ilies, in an old building on the Libyan, ride, 
hoping far a solution tofheir problem “in a 
matter of days” Aisha told AI-Akram Week- 
ly- - . 

But a few days became more, than one 
year and the five families grew to 35 as 
more and more 1 Palestinians were thrown 
out of Libya on Mn’ammar Gaddafi's or- 
ders and denied entry into Egypt. A few 
months after the fieri families arrived, Ay- 
man Gomaa came from H-Arish (close to 
RaJah, Gaza). It was love at first right; he 
and Aisha decided to get married last 
spring in the camp. A wedding dress was 
brought from Tripoli and a Libyan ma ’zoun 
[Muslim minister] came from the Libyan 
border town of Mossa’id to wed and wit- 
ness the first wedding held in tin* no man's 

timd- 

“Wben the ma'zoun was filling in the' 
data required in the contract, he paused a 
little at the blank for place,” recounted Ay- . 
man. “We didn't know what to do so, we. 
wrote the *Camp of Return’.” The name 
stuck. ' 

With no medical care or super vis ion dur- 
ing her pregnancy, Aisha’s health, grew 
weaker as the (fate of delivery drew near. 
Her family became very waned; they had 
not forgotten the tragedy of a woman, sev- 
en mow dig pregnant, who arrived during the 
first days of the camp's establishment. She 
bad complications, bled heavily and a few 
days after she gain birth to her child in a 
Libyan hospital, the baby died. The woman 
returned to tire camp bitter arid angry at 
“those who killed her son.” 

Aisha’s father-in-law, Gomaa ~ Abdel- 
Latit recounted that despite such suffering 
they still had faith 'in God: “We put our 
fears aside and took her to a hospital in 
Mossa’id after obtaining permission from 
the Libyans. She gave birth to a healthy 
child, but she is still weak.” 

The camp has adapted itself to stress mid 
extreme hardship. Thirty-five Palestinian - 
families am c rammed into 60 tents with JX) 
naming water, health care and • sometimes 
even no food.. Snakes, scorpions and mice 
abound. But after IS months, they are start- 
ing to get used to their bitter reality. Most 
are waiting for the new tents promised, by 
the medical charity M6decms Sans Fnm- 
tidres (MSF). 

Salloum is 400 metres above' sea leveL 
The temperature reaches SO degress Celsius 
in the summer and drops to -20 degress 
Celsius in winter. With to. electric beaters* 
the only way to stay relatively wannis to 
remain sealed inside foe tent wrapp edup in 
as many clothes and blankets as possible. 

MSP and other _ ' hu manitarian organ-, 
isatiaus have been trying to. provide into-, 
icine and fresh water for camp residents.; - 
But fossuppties did sot seem to suffice and •: 
MSF decided to send two worieexs to live in 
foe camp to determine exactly what is need- 
ed. ' ' 

“Its absolutely freezing, at night,” said 34- 
year-old MSF worker Paula Calaban as her 
teeth ch att e red in' tire cold. *? couldn’t sleep - 
Hurmg my first night. Everything here is so 
diffi cult; fresh water is not-always provided 
by foe UN for logistical reasons.” 

The most urgent supplies Paula and her 
husband deckled , the MSF should provide 
are tents, cement to cover the 'ground and 
electricity fines. Dressed in modest Egyp- 
tian clothes and a. thin shswl, Paula pointed 
out that although it was possible, she and 
her husband refused to five in mare luxuri- 
ous conditions. They chose to sleq*, eat and 
spend their days exactly like the camp res-.. 




idents. “We experience their suffering in 
. raider to^be able to properly assess what 
they really need,” she said. 

Return camp . was the focus of inter- 
national uttfsntanm when Libyan President 
Mu’ammar Gaddafi, critical of the Israeii- 
Paksthrian peace accords, announced fast 
year that he would expel all 30,000 Pal- 
estinians' in Libya. Nowadays hardly any 
mention is made of foe fate of foe camps 
- residents. Believing the accords left the 4 
million Palestinian refugees worldwide 
wife no hope of ever returning to their 
home, Gaddafi decided to take action and 
pressure the Israelis and Palestinians to put 
the refugee issue on their agenda. The re- 
sult was that more than 1,200 Palestinians 
ended up in the garbage-strewn border 
camp. 

Several hundred more with travel papers 
made it to Syria, Lebanon, Jordan or foe 
Palestinian territories. And after lobbying 
by Arab governments, Gaddafi took about 
650 back. Those left behind are mainly de- 
scendants of the- Palestinians who fled their 
homes after foe occupation of Palestine and 
tiie creation of the state of Israel in 1948. 
None of the peace accords signed so far 
(Oslo, Cairo .and Taba) makes any mention 
of tire 1948 Palestinians, while some refer- 
ence is made to the displaced Palestinians 
who fled their homes in the 1967 war. 

Horrified by the fear foal their camp 
would meet tire same fate as dozens of oth- 
er Fakstinum- refugee camps scattered 
throughout Arab countries, six Palestinians 
began a hunger strike last week. “No one is 
doing anything for us and we are fed up 
with all of fins” said one young Palestinian 
who was sitting under a sign in Arabic 
reading, “We are observing a hunger strike 
until our problem is solved." - 

But what if it isn’t? “1 will fast until I die, 
and God is with us," said Said Elewa 57, 
who arrived at the camp two months ago. 
He had tried to visit his Egyptian wife and 
children who live in Cairo but was stopped 
by Egyptian bender security forces. 

Same . 20 Palestinians in the c amp are 
married to Egyptian wives and are living 
with foe hope first the Egyptian authorities 
will grant them residence m Egypt. “Half 
' of my family lives in Egypt, three of my 
sons and my wife AJH wart fa to fivie with 
them. Isn't that my right as a human be- 
ing?” raid Ismail Elian, a Palestinian who 
lived and worked in Egypt for 1 1 years be- 
fore he left to work in Libya fra higher 
wages. T didn't realise that after aD this I 
wtfold be .thrown into foe desert.” 

Many of these meat’s Egyptian .wives live 
in-Egypt with their children and come to 
.visit their husbands every three or four 
months. The rest take turns lobbying the In- 
terim - Ministry to forward requests to file 
presidency for their husbands’ residency. 
.“We know that the Egyptian nationality law 
does not grant the husband of an Egyptian 
Wife or her children the nationality. We are 
not asking for that; we just want to live in 
Egypt since we can’t Eve in Palestine,” said 
Shaaia Abdel-Hamid, art Egyptian married 
to a Palestinian. 

But the chances that Sbadia's wishes 
come ' true , are very sEm. Allowing them to 
enter Egypt without proper papers to move 
on to foeir country is not a solution to the 
problem, Nai’fa Grin; head of the' Human 
Rights Department in foe. Foreign Ministry 
tow. the Weekly. “They are not rat Egyptian 
sofl to begin with," she pointed out 

AH that Egypt can. do in fins situation, 
she added, is to facilitate foe duties of hu- 
manitarian organisations such as MSF and 
fire United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). As for those married 
to Egyptians, said Gabr, “foeir situation fa 
being studied from a. legal perspective in 
the ministry." 

But according to a source in the ministry, 
Egypt “has dosed fins' file and will not 
open it again.” If Egypt peanuts any of the 
189 refugees inside the country, it will be 
'faced^ with 30,000 Palestinians- in Libya 
without .work permits or residences . who 
will demand the same right, said the source. 
“The only practical solution in fids case is 
that Libya contains fids problem,” he said. 
The source noted that Egypt has filed this 
request several times, foe latest of which 
was during President Mubarak's visit to 
Libya three weeks ago. On toe other hand, 
be said, thejrroblem is creating more com- 
plicated issuesr “It is .believed .that foe bor- 
der camp ts.berng used by mteznaticraal hu- 
manitarian groups to damage Libyan- 
Egyptian relations by. upgrading the w*mp 
and providing it with new tents - so that it re- 
mains- in. fius area as long as possible; 
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which is what Egypt doesn’t warn.” 

But it seems mat Egypt has partially 
solved this problem. According to Panes 
Momis, bead of foe UNHCR regional bu- 
reau, Egypt has "moved" its borders with 
Libya by drifting fiae Libyan borders 300 
metres towards Egypt, thereby locating foe 
camp’s area inside Libya and not in no 
mans land as it was when the camp was 
constructed last year. 


As the camp awaits a political solution 
which may never come, life continues in- 
side fire 60 tents. Some of foe residents 
have taken up gardening and g r een plants 
surround their tents. Others make a living 
by 'Storing smuggled objects — a service 
which earns them a few hundred dollars per 
month, according to an Egyptian customs 
official. “Some of them who were caught 
confessed,” he said. 


The sun sets at 4:30pm as some of the 
camp residents, originally teachers, finish 
off their daily lessons to the children who 
run around the camp playing with stray 
dogs, playing football and hide and seek. 
The elder generations retire to their tents 
and watch the satellite channels. “Every 
day we watch what is happening in the out- 
side world, maybe one day we will be part 
of it,” sighed Shadia. 


THE CAMP of Return — a 
name which holds much 
symbolism for Palestinians — 
is the most recent 
manifestation of the 
usurpation of Palestine and 
the creation of the state of 
Israel in 1948. Months after 
foe establishment of Israel, 
the UN issued Resolution 
193, stipulating the right of 
Palestinians to return to then- 
land and receive 
compensation. But the 
resolution, like many others, 
was never implemented and 
continues to be ignored by 
Israel. 

The camp itself is only one 
of dozens of Palestinian 
refugee camps spread 
throughout Jordan, Gaza, 
Syria, Lebanon, Egypt and 
along the borders between 
these nations. Border camps 
have continued to grow in 
number during the past 48 
years. Although the “right to 
return” has become a political 
idiom, foe fate of more than 
four million refugees remains 
at best undetermined. 

The three existing 
Palestmian-Israeli peace 
accords (Oslo, Cairo and 
Taba) made no reference nor 
offered any solutions to the 
problem of the Palestinian 
refugees forced out in 1948. 
This, along with Jerusalem, 

- settlements, security and 
border issues, has been left 
for the final stage of the 
peace negotiations. 

In principle, the Oslo peace 
accords recognise fire right of 
“displaced" Palestinians from 
the 1 967 War to return. A 
special four-member refugee 
committee consisting of 
representatives from Israel, 
the Palestinian National 
Authority, Egypt and Jordan 
was framed to follow up foe 
return issue. Although it has 
assembled four times already, 
the committee accomplished 
little except for entry permits 
issued by Israel for an annual 
quota of 2,000 Palestinians to 
enter foe West Bank and 
Gaza. 

According to Mohamed 
Sobefti, Arab League 
Palestinian representative, the 
reason why the committee has 
failed so far in reaching a 
consensus is that Israel 
continues to question the 
estimated number of the 1967 
Palestinians. The Palestinians 
claim they are more foan 

800.000 while Israel insists 
they are only 90,000. Israel 
also refuses to recognise the 
descendants of the 1 948 
Palestinians as “refugees" and 
these are estimated at 

' 4,650,000. 

According to Israel’s 
definition, a displaced 
Palestinian is “a citizen who 
. emigrated from the West 
Bank and Gaza during the 
• [1967] war”. This ignores the 
greater part of the displaced 
Palestinians. 

The Palestinian definition, 
on the other hand, includes 
those citizens who emigrated 
during the war, the citizens of 
the Occupied Territories who 
were living abroad at die time 
of the war and were not 
allowed to return and the 
citizens of the Occupied 
Territories who lost the right 
to reside there after 1967 as a 
result of foe policies and 
obstacles created by foe 
Israeli authorities. 

During the refugee 
committee meetings, however, 
Israel recognised only 

200.000 “displaced" 
Palestinians' right to enter the 
West Bank and Curm for 
“humanitarian”, not political 

reasons. The bigger problem, 
however, was Israel's insistence 
on referring to the “entry” rather 
than the “return” of the displaced, 
which was rejected by the 
Palestinian side. As the “return” 
deadlock continues to persist, 
refugee camps remain the only 
home for thousands of 
Palestinians. 
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The hysterical fans , bolding colourful flags supporting Zamalek during the match 


photo Hossam Diab Team Ismail Youssef receiving the Champions Cap 


photo Mohamed Wassim 


Zamalek fever. 


Zamalek won its fourth African Champions Cup 
in 12 years besting Shooting Stars of Nigeria. 
The Egyptian triumph rounds out three decades 
of frustration for Nigeria 


Playing before a less than subdued — they 
were hysterical — rapacity crowd, estimated 
at 100.000 at the Cairo Stadium, with a spill- 
over of at least 10,000 more outside, Zamalek 
nabbed its fourth African Champions Cup tro- 
phy. All home club biases were set aside as 
fans made the area outside the arena re- 
splendent with the white flags of Zamalek and 
the red, yellow, and green flags representative 
of other Egyptian clubs in a show of support. 

Zamalek was leading 2-0 and was heading 
to an apparent 3-2 aggregate victory when Ni- 
geria's John Benson outmanoeuvred the home 
team's goalkeeper Hussein El-Saycd with a 
left-footed drive out at the goal’s mouth in 
the 89th minute. 

It was the same scenario as that played out 
during the first-leg match which took place 
two weeks ago in Nigeria between the two 
sides. Egyptian mid-fielder Tarek Moustafa 
spoiled the Nigerians' celebrations of a 2-0 
victory, as he scored a last-minute goal to 
change the result to 2-1. 

That score sent the game to penalties, where 
Benson — a hero only moments before — 
was turned into villain when he bounced the 
Stars' final attempt off the crossbar. 


The Stars saw Nigeria’s chances of ending a 
title drought in the Champions Cup vanish, 
keeping the West African nation's 30-year 
record of never having worn the crown intact 
Zamalek.’ s victory gave Egypt a sweep of 
Africa’s two premier club titles. The Cup 
Winners Cup went to cross-town rivals Arab 
Contractors two weeks ago when they de- 
feated Sodigraf of Zaire 4-0. This victory in- 
creased Egypt's superiority over their Niger- 
ian counterparts. The two countries have 
played 10 matches in 20 years; the Egyptian 
teams won six encounters and scored 19 
goals, while the Nigerians have taken four 
matches and scored 1 1 goals. 

Zamal ek took control of the game early on, 
but were thwarted by Shooting Stars goal- 
keeper Biodun Baniwa, on an early chance. 

Veteran striker Ayman Mansour struck-out 
when he hit the left post in the 38th minute, 
but then set up Zamalek’s first goal 11 min- 
utes later. Mansour sent a low cross inside the 
box to unmarked defender Medhat Addel- 
Hadi, suffering from a bad cold which struck 
him the day before the match, who connected 
with a lefl-footed drive. 

The Egyptian team doubled its advantage in 


the 66th minut e when Mansour scored one of 
his own, finishing off a play that started with 
defender Ashraf Qassem, who sent mid-fielder 
Tarek Moustafa a through ball. Moustafa was 
able to outpace an advancing Baruwa down 
die right side before lifting a cross to Man- 
sour, who scored off a header. 

Defender Qassem was the only Zamalek 
player on the field from the team's winning 
line-up for the African Champions Cup in 
1986, when he, at the age of 18, was soli a 
new-born star, playing in the African final. 

The Stars chances seemed to sink when Da- 
vid Ugaga was sent off for punching Ossama 
Nabih in the 60th minu te. The Nigerian club, 
however, was still able to generate some of- 
fense manoeuvres, sending the game to pen- 
alties with a minute remaining. 

With only seconds to go in the match, Zam- 
alek’s German Manager Oik Werner kept his 
head well enough to pull goalie Hussein El- 
Sayed and replace him with Nader El-Sayed, 
the team’s expert penalty saver. El-Sayed res- 
cued two penalties in die semi-final against 
Taragy of Tunisia to give Zamalek the victory 
to cany through to the final 

The final went into spot-kicks almost im- 


mediately — African competitions do not al- 
low for extra time in an aggregate draw — 
when both teams scored four out of their five 
regulation penalties before Ossama Nabil put 
Zamalek ahead 5-4. Stars’ substitute Ademola 
Johnson sent the ball scorching to post only 
to see it hit die underside of the bar and 
bounce out to give Zamalek the victory. 

“It was bad for the heart," commented Zam- 
alek’s Werner, “But l had confidence in my 
players and I know they can take penalties.” 

Amidu Sboeib, coach of both die Shooting 
Stars and the Nigerian national team, said, 
“We were a little overwhelmed by the crowd 
but we did well to fight back". 

A melee ensued when Nigerian supporters, 
pelted with objects throughout die game by 
unsportsmanlike borne fans on the terraces 
above, returned fire. Police chased the ag- 
itators from the terraces with 20 minutes of 
the match still to play. The disturbance left 
six people injured and one stadium gate 
wrecked in addition to other unspecified dam- 
age. 

Zamalek previously won the Champions 
Cup in ’84, *86, and ’93, with all of the four 
tides taken with penalty shoot-outs. 


Team line-up 

THE EGYPTIAN national soccer team's head coach, Fa- 
rouk Gaafar, announced the new line-up for the team shortly 
before they entered a local closed training camp. The 23 
member-strong squad has commenced drilling for the up- 
coming match against Tunisia in the World Cup qual- 
ifications on 12 January in Tunis. The national team wQl 
first play two friendlies against Romania on 20 December in 
Mansoura and Belarus on 4 January in Alexandria. 

Out of hospital • 

NIGERIAN soccer star Nwankwo Kanu was released from 
hospital 18 days after heart surgery to repair a weak aortic 
valve. The African footballer of the year's Milan-based club 
quoted cardiologist John Kramer as saying that the player 
was now undergoing rehabilitation expected to last several 
m o nths. Kami was operated on at Ohio's Cleveland Clinic. 

Kami's heart ailment was discovered by Inter-Milan Club 
doctors in September after the Nigerian forward transferred 
to Italy from Ajax Amsterdam on a three-year contract 

Four seasons 

NIGERIAN mid-fielder Emmanuel Am unite has been for- 
mally presented as the ninth new signing for FC Barcelona 
under English coach Bobby Robson. The 26-year-old for- 
mer Sporting Lisbon player signed for four seasons with the 
Spanish powerhouse, currently No 3 in the first division. 

A member of Nigeria’s Atlanta Olympic gold-winning 
team, Amunike joins an array of foreign stars, including 
Brazilians Ronaldo and Gioanni, signed to Barcelona since 
Robson took over this season. 

Ronaldo’s percentage 

FC BARCELONA'S 20-year-old Brazilian striker Ronaldo 
has been voted player of the year by the readers of die re- 
spected magazine World Soccer. Ronaldo garnered 16.56 
per cent of the votes ahead of England’s Alan Shearer, top 
scorer at the European Championship, with 14.42. AC Mi- 
lan's Liberian striker George Weah, who won the FIFA 
player of the year title in 1995 and is in contention for the 
1996 award, placed thud with 14.03 per cent of the vote. 
Eerti Vogts, who led Germany £o an unprecedented third 

European Championship title, nabbed the manager of die 
year award and Nigeria, the first African nation to win the 
Olympic soccer titic, was honoured with the team award. 


Continental clash 

The line-up for an African squad to play Europe on 29 January in Lisbon has been announced by the Af- 
rican Football Federation, with defender Yasser Radwan the only Egyptian among the twenty^man team 





ft 


A Spend A 
Christmas time 


• 1 • 


A selection of 20 top foot- 
ballers has been named by 
ttae Confederation Africaine 
de Football to represent the 
continent in a match against 
Europe in die new year. The 
match, the proceeds of which 
will be donated to Europe’s 
1997 “Year Against Racism", 
is scheduled for 29 January 
in Lisbon. 

Former Algerian coach Ra- 
bab Madjer is set to direct 
the team which includes 
members from Algeria, 
Cameroon, Chad, Egypt, 
Ghana, Liberia, Morocco, Ni- 
geria, and South Africa. 

While it comes as no sur- 
prise that Olympic winners 
Nigeria, with 10 footballers, 
will be the dominant force on 
the squad, die exclusion of 
proven talents has been the 
cause of some consternation. 

Only defender Mark Fish 


from African Nations Cup 
holders South Africa has 
been picked for the Af- 
rican squad. His com- 
patriots, goalkeeper Andre 
Arendse, and mid-fielders 
’Shoes' Moshoeu and Eric 
Tinkler have been left out 
of the draft 

Tunisia, surprise runner- 
ups to hosts South Africa 
in the African cup, fared 
even worse with none of 
their players named to the 
team. 

On the Nigerian side, 
medal-winning goalkeeper 
Joseph Dosu, lost out to 
compatriot Abidun Ba- 
ruwa, a player not con- 
sidered good enough for the 
Atlanta squad. Newly 
crowned African footballer of 
the year Nwankwo Kanu will 
be sorely missed as he re- 
mains sidelined following 



Egypt's Yasser Radwan 

heart surgery in the US. 

Mid-fielder Kanu, a mid- 
year signee with Italian club 
Inter-Milan following two 
seasons with Ajax in Hol- 
land, awaits a March decision 


on his football career. 

Other African footballer 
of the year finalists not 
selected for die historic 
match were Zambian Ka- 
lusha Bwalya, Nigerian 
E mmanue l Amunike and 
the injured Ghanaian An- 
thony Yeboah. 

Yeboah's fellow coun- 
tryman. veteran German- 
based mid-fielder Abedi 
Pele. is considered the 

likely captain of the team 
which three-time Se- 
negalese national coach 
Mawade Wade will man. 
age. 

The choice of ! 
coach, sacked 

last year after indifferent re- 
sults, has disappointed South 
Africa, which considered Af- 
rican Nations Cup-winning 
coach Clive Barker a natural 
choice. 


Scrooged 


The air of celebration following Egypt’s dual triumphs in re- 
cent African championships was dampened following a ruling 
by the Confederation Africaine de Football on fan behaviour 
at an African nations qualifier at the Cairo Stadium in October 


TO LET BRRND NELU 
LUXURIOUS OFFICE 


SI TUATED IN A PRIME LOCATION 
IN iBlAHI3g . CAIRO. 900 SQ.M. 
ON GROUND, MEZANINE & 1st FLOORS. 
PRIVATE ENTRANCE, GOOD PARKING, 
CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING AND DOUBLE 
GL AZING. FLEXIBLE LAYOUT TO BE ADAPTED 
AS & FURNISHED 

ACCORDING TO CLIENTS REQUIREMENTS^ 


OWNER: 3404196 - 3406122. FAX: 3406535 


With most of its board members in Cairo 
for foe finals of foe African cup competi- 
tions, foe Confederation Africaine de 
Football (CAF) dealt with outstanding 
topics daring various meetings. Among 
foe issues discussed was the rioting 
among fans during an Egypt-Morocco Af- 
rican nations qualifier in October. Fans, a 
little carried away, threw objects onto the 
Cairo Stadium pitch as foe ball was in 
play in foe match which ended in a 1-1 
draw. 

The CAF board reached a decision to 
bar Egypt from hosting, in Cairo, its next 
two nnwrmiinnal African nations qualifier 
matches scheduled for next July. The two 
home matches, pitting Egypt against Se- 
negal and Ethiopia, will have to be played 
at stadiums at least 100km away Grom 
Cano. 

The board also issued a recommenda- 
tion to the Egyptian Football Federation 
(EGF) to tighten security to avoid tougher 


penalties in future. 

A date was also decided for the African 
Super Cup tournament, between home ri- 
vals, the African Cup Winners Cup cham- 
pions Arab Contractors and the Cham- 
pions Cup winners Zamalek. The EGF 
was given foe latitude to select 14, 15 or 
16 February for the match to be held at 
foe Cairo Stadium. 

The CAF board likewise announced foe 
1997 schedule and programme for Af- 
rican competitions. A formidable line-up 
of former title holders are included b the 
1 14 clubs set to compete. 

With foe CAF dividing clubs on foe ba- 
sis of strength and geography, foe first 
round normally serves as a weeding pro- 
cess. 

Regional showdowns regularly provide 
the greatest excitement with foe West Af- 
rican derby between newcomers Udoji 
United of Nigeria and foe experienced 
Kalou Stars of Guinea, a major Cham- 


pions Cup attraction. 

Unknowns Udoji left a trail of leading 
clubs in their wake last year on their way 
to securing their first national tide while 
Kalou were ranners-up to EtoQe du Sahel 
in foe 1995 CAF Cup. 

Other intriguing ties include foe East 
African clash between Breweries of Ken- 
ya and AJ-Hilal of Sudan and foe renewal 
of an oki national rivalry when Caps 
United Zimbabwe tackle Express of 
Uganda. 

Mumias Sugar of Kenya looks set fora 
baptism by fire in foe Cup Winners Cup 
against Arab Contractors, who clinched a 
third title last week with their four-goal 
demolition of Zaire's Sodigraf. Mansoura, 
the second Egyptian entrant, will head 
south to Khartoum, where they will play 
against 1989 Cup Winners Cup cham- 
pions AJ-Marriekh. 

Edited by Inas Mazhar 


24th i) f December 

Christmas Eve buffet dinner. 

25th of December 

Christmas Da\ buffet lunch with 
live entertainment & magician. 


CHAMPOLLION 




24ih A- 25th of December 

Special Christmas menu. 


^ CAFE 

\\ ide selection of Christinas 
cakes & pastries while listening 
to your favorite Christmas songs. 

PAPAGAYO 

Enjoy your Christmas drinks 
& snacks and your favorite 
songs all night long. 


Belle Epoque 

C hristmas holiday program with 
the best stars in Egypt. 


Coin Gourmet 

If you celebrate Christmas 
at home. let our chefs 
prepare everything 
for you.- Call us to select 
from the wide 
variety available. 






MERIDIEN 


Reservation: 362 17 17 

| Le Meridian Cairo, Comiche El Nil- Garden Cito 
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FINLAND 



EGYPT 


Special supplement markiiig 
Finland’s Independence Pay 


A message from the Finnish ambassador to Cairo, Garth Castmi, on 


Finland supports the vital Egyptian role in the Middle East peace process 


The strong ties between Finland on the one 
hand, and Egypt and the Arab work) on the 
other, go back centuries to 
the days of Arab and Finnish 
travellers, such as I bn Fad- 
• Ian, who visited the steppes 
of Finland and Its rich forests 
and lakes in the 13th century, 
or the explorer George Au- 
gust (181 1-1852) who visited 
Egypt and the Arabian Pe- 
ninsula in the 19th century, 
converted to Islam and 
changed his name to Abdet- 
Mawta. Because of Finland's 
wonderment with Middle 
Eastern civilisation in gener- 
al, and Ancient Egyptian civil- 
isation in particular, Egypt oo- Garth Castren 
cupies a prominent place in 
history books used in Finnish 
schools. Among these books, tor example, 
is the story of the well-known Pharaonic 
physician Snohi, which Finnish writer Mica 
VaKeri wrote about An Arabic translation of 
firs book rs available in Egypt 
Diplomatic ties between Egypt and Fin- 
land go back to 1947. and since that time 
have developed at a rapid pace to include all 
fields. Finland’s neutral policy runs in agree- 
ment with the non-alignment policy followed 
by Egypt Finland supported the peaceful 
policy of Egypt in the 70s when Finnish 
peacekeeping forces were sent to Sinai in 
the wake of the 1973 War, and has likewise 
supported Egypt's emerging role In the Mid- 
dle East peace process. Finland's rote and 
Interest In the Middle East countries of the 
Mediterranean increased after it gained 
membership in the European Union, and 
likewise has symbolically become the re- 
gion's closest nation. 

As tor economic relations between the two 
countries, annual economic assistance to 
Egypt began in 1975, and varied in size ac- 
cording the projects undertaken. 

This should not be perceived as the com- 
plete picture, for cooperative relations be- 
tween the two countries include numerous 
fields such as power, foodstuffs safety, car- 
tography, an infrastructural database, ag- 
ricultural products, fighting against environ- 
mental pollution, factories and sanitation 
and water treatment stations. It is worth 
mentioning that the first hospital built in the 


Sinai after Its liberation in 1982, at Bir S- 
Abd. was a gif! to Egypt from the Finnish 
people. 

Finland’s foreign policy is 
armed towards promoting 
world peace, through peace- 
ful conflict resolution - and 
through the activities of the 

United Nations aimed at 
spreading solidarity. It has 
afso supported foe signing 
of treated aimed at banning 
nuclear testing. 

Finland rs a nation that 
has upheld its commitment 
to foe United Nations by 
paying Its dues and sup- 
porting the rote ft plays in the 
i international arena. 

Finland likewise ac- 
knowledges foe pioneering 
role of Egypt in supporting regional and 
world peace. Finland was also the first coun- 
try to write off Egypt's accumulated debts, 
which had reached LEI 60 million by "T9 90. 

As tor commercial ties between tire two 
countries, Finnish exports to Egypt include 
printing paper, lumber, and advanced tech- 
nological equipment such as portable tele- 
phones which enjoys prominence in the 
Egyptian market, whereby the volume of 
Finnish exports to Egypt has reached LE330 
million annually. On the other hand, Egyp- 
tian exports to Fin/and such as produce and 
cotton products occupy a high rank In the 
Finnish market, in spite of foe strong com- 
petition with other countries. Egypt has be- 
come Finland's number one trading partner 
from North Africa, and number two in the 
Middle East Truly I can say that for foe 
more than 4 years I have been Egypt I have 
been a witness to the dramatic changes that 
have taken place in the Egyptian economy, 
without which could not have made it pos- 
sible for the MENA III summit to be held in 
Caro last month. The President of Finland 
Martti Arifeam was able to visit Egypt last 
March, where he met with President Hosni 
Mubarak and a number of high-ranking of- 
ficials. 

On a personal note, 1 would like to say 
Egypt’s Foreign Ministry and diplomats are 
first-dass professionals. The Middle East, 
especially Egypt, has left a lasting influence 
on me. 



Paper and state-of-the art technology from the Artie Circle 


FINLAND, the northernmost country of 
Scandinavia which shares a border with 
Russia, is foe biggest producer of paper 
in Europe. The country is also known for 
Santa Claus and icebreakers. Nokia tele- 
phones and Wartsila diesel engines. 

PoTiticaity. Finland is a stable. Nordic 
democracy, a member country of the Eu- 
ropean Union, in many fields of special- 
ised know-how. the country's industry 
competes on foe very top of foe world. 

During foe entire decade. Fmland has 
been learning to cope with free, inter- 
national competition. We have paid hard Mattf Aura 
for foe education to many ways, but now G enera l manager 
foe country is recovering from years of Central Chamber of 
recession and getting bade on its feet Commerce of Roland 
National economy is quickly getting 
sounder, business enterprises are strong and com- plications 


petitive. However, the rats of. un- 
employment remains high, about 15 per 
cent 

Although Finnish economy is growing at 
a relatively fast rate. The labour market is 
rigid and slow to move, there is a great 
d eai of unnecessary bureaucracy related 
to corporate activity, and taxation is a 
strong controlling factor In the country's 
business life. 

Finnish enterprises have become inter- 
national in a very short time. Finnish 
paper industry is the largest in Europe. 
The share of paper and forest Industries 
of foe country's export is over 30 per oant 
However, the share of metal industry, par- 
ticularly information technology and com- 
munication based on state-of-the-art ap- 
is already bigger than the share of paper. 


Rauma-Enso: importers of the best Finnish wood 


I Mr Martti Ahtisarri, president of the Republic of Finland 


Helsinki: Mohamed Seif El-Yazl 


RAUMA-ENSO. one of foe top exporters of soft timber, 
is the product of a merger between two of the most 
well-known Finnish exporters of timber to North Africa 
and countries of foe Mediterranean. Enso Umber Ltd 
and United Sawmills Ltd. 

These two companies are reknowned for foe high 
quality of their products, with their superior finishing 
and top-quality packaging. Rauma-Enso was formed 
to ship its product to the Egyptian market, and, with 
the passing of years, has developed the capacity to 
provide customers with timber to all parts of foe re- 
gion. with percfsion and speed. 


Relations between the Rauma-Enso and Egyptian 
companies grew as a result erf foe infHah policy per- 
sued by Egypt, and continues to grow until this very 
day. Likewise, competition among Egyptian timber 
companies for sales of this timber has resulted ffi (he 
consumer getting foe best value for his money, more- 
so than if timber was imported from any other country. 
Roma-Enso Is a company which aims at providing the 
best of timber for the best price. The company's timber 
includes the the highest-quafty redwood of ail sizes for 
sale to furniture manufacturers. 


YIT 

Corporation 
opens branch 
office in Cairo 


YTT CORPORATION, foe leading Finnish construction company 
on domestic and internal operations, has taken firm steps to 
strengthen the capabilities in Egyptian markets by opening a 
branch office in Zamalek. 

Presently, YTT is employing approximately 7.000 people in Fin- 
land and abroad. In the Middle East, YIT has been active since 
1958, and completed numerous projects in different countries 
within the area. The majority of YITs cont rac t s have been in Sau- 
di Arabia, starting in 1986 and ending up to more than 40 differ- 
ent completed projects until now. 

In Egypt, YIT started in 1980 and has been acting mostly on 
the projects related to one of YITs main activities abroad, water 
treatment technology. The latest completed projects are Ras El- 
Bar sewage treatment plant, Badr City pumping station and Edfu 
pulp mill effluent treatment plant For foe time being, YIT is ex- 
ecuting the supervision of operation and maintenance of the Ras 


ELBar sewage treatment plant 
One of YITs basic principles in inter- ' 
national operations has been foe coop- .4 
eration with local companies, designers 
and contractors. That policy has also 
been followed in Egypt with good pro- 
fidency. From foe very beginning, YIT 
has been utilising foe local workforce, * . 

suppliers, workshops and sub- r ^ v 

contractors in their projects. That kind of 

activity is expected to be even more ef- . : :: 

fective after registering the branch office, 

Mr FaroukAIi, who has already had a lu __, , 

successful 12 years with YTT, is acting as E eyphsnbnmch 
branch manager in foe new Zamalek of- 
fice located on 3 Abu Feda Street 



MARTTI AHTISARRI, 

President of Firtfand 
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LEADING SUPPLIER OF 
HIGH QUALITY SOFTWOODS 


Rabma-Enso Timber Sales Ltd is a joint marketing organisation 
for'sawfj timber in North Africa and Middle East owned by twfo 
major Finnish sawn timber producers: Enso Timber Ltd arfct 
United Sawmills Ltd. whose products are known for their high 
and ^consistent quality and excellent presentation and 
packaging. r= 

•. .*■*>» • • -,i 

O/Otlhe past years Rauma-Enso Timber Sales has built up a 
reg ulaf delivery system of their goods to the Egyptian market. 
Today', Rauma-Enso is able to offer their clients accurate and 
quick deliveries all over the region. 





> • . 


AN EXAMPLE OF RNNISHWOOOiNUSE EXAMINING THE VARIETIES OF WOOD 

COMPLETE PRODUCT RANGE 

Thanks to the great number of versatile production units, Rauma-Enso 
Timber Sales is able to offers very wide choice of products: 

- High quality redwood In all dimensions :fbr carpenters, joinery and 
furniture makers 

- Redwood and whitewood for construction - Lionboard hardboard 

- Redwood and whitewood schoolboards . - Chipboards 

- Top quality Finnish flBers/baiks for builders 

- Plywoods of birch and .spruce for concrete shuttering 


THE WORK TEAM 
AT THE HELSINKI 
OFFICE 



WOOD - A SUSTAINABLE n 
' RESOURCE 

Finland is the most heavily forestecTcaunby in 
Europe. Two-thirds of the area of ^ is 

covered by forest The forest is the or^^ew^e 
natural resource in Finland — - alwa^ utifiaed in 
various ways. The Finnish foresLind^stry^ Is 
sufficiently versatile to utilise more .thdfr.SO per 
cent of the tree: either as energy or as material for 
a product One of these products and^br^ of the 
few renewable materials in the worid & sawn 
timber. ."ji’tr.* 


RAUMA-ENSO 


TIMBER SALES 

LAHNLAHDE NKATU 3A FIN - 00180 HELSINKI - FINLAND 
TEL.: ( 3589) 6859330 FAX: (3589) 6854526 
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Kvaeraer Masa-Yards Inc — 
^^experienced builder of ships 


Kramer Masa-Yods.&ic operates two modem newbuikfing yards 
In Finland; Tuiku Hew Shipyard and Helsinki New Shipyard. 
Kvaamar ^Shipbuilding Group is one of the largest in the world 
with newtwftSng yards in five countries. Kramer Masa-Yards, with 
Ks 5,000 employees. Is the largest company withki the group. 

Kramer Masa-Yards spedaAses in designing and producing 
tochnicaBy advanced ships for clients who demand competitive- 
ness, refeWfity andquaRty . 

In adcHkxi to producing LNG carriers, Kramer Masa-Yards 
buOds cruise liners and passenger ferries, icebreakers and ice- 
going tonnage and other special technology vessels, such as spe- 
cial tankers, cable ships, dredgers, research vessels, crane ves- 
sels, heavy-fiftand offshore vessels. 

In spite of the overcapacity and a generally tow price level within 
the shfpbtfaflng industry, Kramer Masa-Yards has in 

hcfoaang its profitab&ty and In malnMng a reasonably Wgto or- 
derbook at Ss two shipyards. 1995 was Kramer Masa-Yards's 
best yoar in its six yeas of existence, a result of a strict commit- 



ment to the development of the core 
values of Kramer Masa-yards — our 
experienced dedicated personnel and Marfa Saarikangas 
our efficient highly modem production President 
fecffifies. Kvasner Mass-Yards 

Satisfying customers is our prime 
goal. This is achieved by producing, at competflive prices, top qual- 
ity products that incorporate the best technical solution and de- 
fivering them on schedule. We know that our customers’ success Is 
the key to Kramer Masa-Yards’ own prosperity — and will con- 
tinue to refine and develop our operations for this purpose. 

Committed personnel 

Kramer Mass-Yards has a personnel of about 4.900. A rational 
teamwork model has been introduced throughout the organisation. 
Clear goals, open communication, trust and confidence, and in- 
volvement in everyday decision-making yield a high level of com- 
mitment and motivation. The professional, highly-skilled personnel 
produce excellent workmanship at a competitive cost 

“ I Finland: 


A stable. 


. . . fast-growing 

OftlBNTlSEUatFrS * 
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A new way to holiday with Singapore Airlines - 

FROM L.E. 6163 FOR 

11 DAYS / 8 NIGHTS SINGAPORE WITH LUXURY CRUISE 
TO KUALA LUMPUR, LANGKAWI & PHUKET 


With optional extensions 

4 Days /3 Nights Bangkok ForLE. - 394 more 
4 Days/ 3 Nights Penang ForLEL 547 more 

4 Days/ 3 Nights Bali ForLE. 1244 more 

4 Days / 3 Nights Hong Kong ForLE. 1514 more 


Also available without the.crulse programme... 

12 Days/ 9 nights Singapore/Barigkok/Ktiafa Lumpur From LE. 5409 

12 Days/ 9 nights Sngapore/Penang/Bangkok From LE. 5425 

12 Days / 9 nights S^japor^Sangkok/Phiicet . From LE. 5446 

12 Days/ 9 nights Singapore/Bangk^^ . From LE. 5471 

12 Days/ 9 nights Sjngapore/Bafi/Kuala Ljmpur From LE. 6186 

12Days/9nigrTtsSingapore/Bangkbk/HongKong From LE. 6296 

12 Days/ 9 nights StogafxxB/Bafi/HongKbng FromLE.6795 

12Days/9njghHsSffigap6re/BeqhTg/Penang From LE 6938 

120ays/9rv^itsSingapore/Be^i^Bali From LE. 7466 

15 Days / 12 nights Singapore/PhuteBt/B^gkokA^hiang Mai From LE. 7397 


Only. Singapore Airlines offers three exclusive BIG TOP 747 
ffigffes to Singapore, every Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday 
to connect your SIA Holidays. No matter which holiday you 
choose, all ,S1A Holidays provide unmatched value for your 
money, combining quality hotels with sightseeing tours ik 

SIA HOLIDAYS % 


For further details please contact your navel agents or SINGAPORE AIRLMES at 5750276 



NBs-ChriiiwH Bag 
knot in Fmbnd Bureau 


RNLAND — a member of toa 
European Union since the be- 
ginning of 1995 — b a smafl but 
thriving Industrial nation with a 
unique role in exploiting the 
possibilities of what has been 
called the "New Northern Eu- 
rope' market area. The econ- 
omy b one of the fastest- 
growing n the EU. 

Over recent years marry mil- 
Bons of dollars have been in- 
vested in Finland by European 
and American businesses keen 
to take advantage of the coun- 
try's position as a base far ex- 
porting to growing markets in 
Scandinavia, Eastern and Cen- 
tral Europe and the former So- 
viet Union. 

The geography of Finland b 
one reason for the overseas ki- 
vestment which is taking place. 
Goods can be delivered to the 
Important market of St Pe- 
tersburg, for instance, within 12 
hours and to Moscow within 24 
hours. Stockholm b only a few 
hours away, the whole of East- 
ern Europe Is within easy reach. 

With a population of only five 
mflOon, the Firms have always 
reafised that their prosperity de- 
pends on being able to sen 
high-quality products to the 
world. Recently they have been 
to the forefront of the In- 
formation technology revolution 
— as everybody knows if they 
have watched the remarkable 
growth of Nokia, Europe’s larg- 
est manufacturer of mobile 


Special supplement marking 
W r I Finland’s Independence Day 


Konecranes: 

A leader in the design and manufacture of large cranes 


KONECRANES was founded in 1933 in the Finnish city of Hyvinkaa 
to produce large-scale cranes. Since ttus date, the company has be- 
come a leading company in the field, designing and manufacturing 
cranes of the highest standard In the world, meeting the needs of 
ports and companies aO ora the world. 

During the 2nd Cairo Maritime Exhibition, Marines 96, Money and 
Business conducted an interview with project manager Thomas Sas- 
tamunln and Hossam Shakir, the company’s agent fri Egypt Shakir 
said that his company b keeping pace with the development and 
modernisation policies initiated by President Hosnl Mubarak, under 
the supervision of Minister of Transport and Communications Sulei- 
man Metwalfi. He stated: "We are p arti dp a ftig in this exhibition to 
display the latest in winch technology, design and manufacture. This 
b a great opportunity for us to offer our services to the sea transport 


sector in Egypt, serving Egyptian ports. Our company serves the na- 
tional economy within the policy that seeks to boost exports and to 
compete at the international level in order to attract foreign in- 
vestments. Sastemunfn stated that the company's emphasis is on 
simplicity of design and high production standards, developed at the 
company’s research and design department 

He added that the after-sales service department has locations 
throughout the world to provide maintenance to 75 thousand winch- 
es of an types. The department also maintains highly-trained en- 
gineers who operate efficiently to meet customer demand for spare 
parts, training, and consultation. 

The Konecranes wing at the Cairo Maritime Exhfeition showed 
leaders of Egypt's maritime industry the quality of goods and ser- 
vices offered by the company. 



When our 



customers think big 
- they think KCI 

Konecranes VLC corporation specializes in the 
design, manufacture and delivery of large cranes for 
ports, terminals, shipyards and the offshore industry. 
We have delivered more than 600 harbour and 
shipyard cranes to customers in over 40 countries . 

We have the following products in our range : 

* Bulk Handling Cranes. 

* Container Cranes. 

* Harbour Cranes. 

* Shipyard Cranes. 

* Off-Shore Cranes. 

* Special Tailored Cranes. 
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Konecranes Rubber Tyred Gantry Crane 


Sole Agent in Egypt Medico rr? Inter. 

3 EJ Alayfi St. Ef Saraya, Alexandria, Egypt 
Tel.: 20 - 3 - 5868323 Fax: 20-3-5703373 


NOTE 



We wish to draw to the attention of official bodies, individuals and 
agents that Furnish area codes have been changed 

New area codes 

2 3 5 6 8 9 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

|| 21 16 51 61 81 0 73 41 55 60 71 28 11 


Example: 
+358-1-112348 
Will become 
+358-9-112 348 


22 17 52 62 82 


| 24 18 53 63 83 

2 25 19 54 64 84 

26 31 65 85 


30 32 
32 33 

38 34 

39 35 

36 

37 


65 85 

66 86 

67 88 

68 89 


74 42 56 692 72 

75 43 57 695 77 

76 44 58 694 78 

45 59 695 79 

46 697 

47 698 


Kvaerner Masa-Yards 

The second of four LNG carriers for Abu Dhabi National Oil Company, 
NewbuOding no. 1331, was named at Kiaemer Masa- Yards’ Turku New 

Shipyard 




The naming ceremony of the second liquefied natural gas carrier, is a series of four 1 35,000 rtf ships ordered by Abu Dhabi 
National Oil Company (ADNOQ, United Arab Emirates, took place today at Kwemer MasarYards’ Turkn New Shipyard. 

The ceremony was honoured by the presence of His Excellency Mr. Yousef Omair Bin Yousef, secretary-general of 

the Abo Dhabi Supreme Petroleum Council and general manager of Aba Dhabi National Oil Company, Mr. Hiroshi Aralri, 
president of Tokyo Electric Power Company, and sponsor of the vessel, Mrs. Kuniko Araki, who named the vessel Mraweh, 
His Excellency Mr. Mohammad Sultan Al-Awais, United Arab Emirates' ambassador to Finland, Mrs. Sumiko Takahara, 
ambassador of Japan in Finland, Mr. Salab Salem Al-Sbamsi, projects director of ADNOC, Mr. Satoshi Shiraishi, director and 
senior general manager of Tokyo Electrfc Pcmter Company and other senior management Abu Dhabi National Ofl Company. 
Tokyo Electric Power Company, Abu Dhabi Gas Uqnefication Company (ADGAS), National Gas Shipping Company 
CNGSCO), Mitsui & Co., British Petroleum, TOTAL and ship managers Gotaas-Larsen. 

The Twmfng ceremony, which Was attended by some 200 guests, was hosted by Mr. Martin Saarikangas. president and CEO of 
Kwemer Masa- Yards Inc. 

The 135JW0 in’ LNG carrier M mwek, one of the largest LNG carriers in the world, will be delivered to her owners shortly, 
followed by two sisterships in 1997. The order of four LNG earners was placed in April 1993. The first vessel, Mubaraz, was 
delivered in January, and has since then successfully been engaged in transporting LNG from Abu Dhabi Gas Liquefication 
Company to Tokyo Electric Power Company in Japan under the operation of the National Gas Shipping Company. 

The LNG catgo container system is based on the Kuemer Moss- type spherical aluminium tank design. Differing from other 
135,000 in’ vessels built, the LNG carriers developed by Kwemer Masa-Yarda have only four spherical almnininm cargo 
tan^ simplifying catgo systems and operations. The LNG tank manufacturing method, recently developed at the Turku New 
Shi p yard, ns rto most modem in the world. 



Overall length 
Breadth 

Depth to upper deck 
Design draught 


290 m 
48.1 m 
27.0 m 
113 m 


Dead- weight 
Gross tonnage 
Machinery output 
Service speed 


72,950 tonnes 
116.700 
29,600 kw 
19.5 knots 


For more inormathm, please contact: 


Corporate. Office 
Munkkisaarenlcatu 3 

FX). Box 132 

FIN - 00151 nririaM, Finland 


TeL + 358-5M941 
Fax +358-9-650 053 . 

Tlx 121246 MAS AH FI 


Marketing and sales, Turkn 
Telakkakam 1 
P.O. Box 666 
FIN-20101 Turku, Finland 


TeL +358-2-2666 111 
Fax +358-2-2667 488 
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by Madame Sosostris 


V Has week a delegation of 
students from the TaJaat Harb 
.Secondary School for Girls, 
Mefaalla EMfnbra, paid a visit 
to foe Weekly. They met with 
oar Edtor-in-C&ef Hosny 
Gttindy who explained foe 
role of an Egyptian English 
language newspaper with an 
Egyptian perspective. Our re- 
porter on environmental tf- 
foira, Mahmoud Bafcr was at 
band. He came out of foe 


meeting quite pleased with 
himselt Among foe topics of 
interest in foe Weekly, men- 
tioned byAbdrf-Hamid Ham- 
za, a teacher at foe school and 
bead of foe environmental or- 
ganisation of Mchalla and Na- 
gtaa Eid a member of the In- 
formation Cadre were 
environmental and develop- 
ment matters. 


* On foe occasion of foe 25th augurstkrn 


American 0 Chamber 
Of Commerce In Egypt 




American Chamber of Commerce in Egypt 
(AmCham-Egypt) invites interested bidders to 
participate in a tender for system integration and 
technical services for 'Egypt Business Link", an 
Information services Internet-based project in 
accordance with the terms and conditions included 
in the lender document. The main terms and 
conditions are available on the Internet at 
httpy/www.anicham. org. eg/busserv/b us/ink 

Interested bidders should collect the tender 
document from the AmCham offices in Cairo 
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. beginning Sunday 
December 22, 1996. Bidders should also present 
$300 per set of documents, along with a letter of 
request. 

Bids shall be delivered to AmCham-Egypt Cairo 
office by noon, February 20, 1997. Delayed bids 
will not be considered. Bids shall remain valid for a 
period of 120 days from the date of delivery. 

A pre-tender meeting wilt be held at noon on 
Monday, January 20, 1997 to clarify the tender 
terms and conditions as well as to answer bidders' 
queries. The meeting will be held at Cairo Marriott 
Hotel, Verdi ballroom. 

American Chamber of Commerce in Egypt 
Cairo Marriott Hotel, Suite 1541 
E-mail: infocenter@amcham.org. eg 
http://www.amcham.org.eg 


anniversary of Pope 
Sbenoada m, Pope of 
Alexandria and Pa- 
triarch of foe see of St 
Mark, and on foe occa- 
sion of tile Coptic 
Christmas celebrations, 
an art exhibition will be 
inaugurated at the Pi- 
casso Art Gallery at 
8.00 pm on 23 De- 
cember. The in- 
auguration will be 
graced by by His Ho- 
liness Pope Shenonda 
DOE and Sheikh El- n v _ 
Azhar Mohamed <*- r ) * 
Sayed Tantawi. Cop- 
tic Depictions will display the 

works of renown Egyptian art- 
ists, namly Saad Kamel, Mo- 
hazned Sabri, Daond Aziz, 
WBtfam Ishaq, Hetmi Tonni, 
George Bahgory, Nagui Kam- 
el, Wadie Shenonda, Makrun 
Hnnetn, Garni] Shafik, Omar 
Fayonmi, Yvonne Ezzat, Said 



(1-r) Saad Kamel’s graphic of Mar Gnrgis; Editor-in-Cbief Hosny Grundy and guests from Meballa 


Kamel, AMd-Ghaffer Shed- 

id, Mobamed Hi g gi, Nkrotis 
Kamel and Ib rahim GhazaJba 


♦ I foe! so intelligent today, l 
am positively bubbling after 
attending foe symposium or- 
ganised by by the Supreme 


Council for Culture at the 
Greater Cairo Library in Zaxn- 
alek. The symposium was 
commemorating the 40th an- 
niversary of Mohamed Huss- 
ein HeikaTs rifwth Heikal’s 
novel Zeinab, was first pub- 
lished in 1914 and is con- 
sidered foe precursor of the 


Al-Nour Eye hospital has 
the pleasure to invite the 
graduates of the high 
institute of nursing to apply 
for the following positions: 


1- Director of nursing services 
with master degrees preferably 
PhD in nursing. 5 years experience. 

2- Supervisors ton evening shifts, 
night shifts, outpatient clinics, 
inpatient floors and operating 
theaters. 

B. Sc. in nursing, 3 years experience 
and 1 year as a supervisor. 


C. V to be mailed to P. O Box 
1030/96 A1 Ahram Newspaper 



Cutting a tenth of a second off your time can take years. 
With Air France you can cut several hours off in one flight. 


CAIRO - NEW YORK IN 14hr. 10min*.da,Ty 
CAIRO - MONTREAL IN 13 hr. SSmin* ^ 


>)- M W III |! I k WSI-'KK N\ STEM 

PARIS C. l)(i 2 \ IMPORT 


You might not have the patience or ihe fitness to time yourself for 
the 400-metre butterfly even I. and you've probably no hope of 
ever winning a medal. However^ there's n o th in g to stop you horn 
•.saving any amount of time over thousands of miles. When using the new "Paris - Charfes-de-Gnulk T hub transfer system today, you 
connect with the Air France worldwide network in record time (that is 600 long-distance and 2A00 medium-haul Bights every week). 
Save time and earn Miles too while you travel, with our new ‘Frequence Plus" frequent flyer ___ _ 

program. On your marits. Get set Go— wife Air France. 

YOU WILL ALWAYS HAVE REASON TO FLY AIR FRANCE. 


Lucia 


at The 


Inter- 


Continental 


Over 250 
members of the 
Scandinavian 
community in Cairo 
were welcomed by 
Mr & Mrs Emile 
Ezzat, general 
manager of 
Scandinavian 
Airlines in Egypt and 
Mrs Nabiia Samak, 
regional director of 
public relations, 
Inter-continental 
Hotels & Resorts 
Egypt to celebrate 
Santa Lucia and to 
start off the season 
of Christmas 
festivities at the 
Semiramis 
Inter-Continental. 

Santa Lucia is a 
traditional 
Scandinavian 
Christmas 
celebration dating 
from the 13th 
century. She was a 
saint who roamed 
through the dark 
streets canying a 
light to start off the 
Christmas season 
and visiting homes 
where children joined 
her and sang the 
Santa Lucia song. 

From then on 
Santa Lucia has 
become a 
Scandinavian 
Christmas tradition 
celebrated 
throughout the 
country, and every 
town chooses a 
Santa Lucia queen, 
who parades with 
little girls dressed in 
white through the 
streets singing 
Christmas songs. 


genre in Egypt I must say 1 
was quite happy to mingle in 
such luxurious surroundings 
with literary critics and spe- 
cialists, and sip tea in foe gar- 
den with Fayza and Ahmed 
Heikal reminiscing about their 
father and their house in Naw- 
al Street. 



: t f mil it vi b joir : 

: QUi remlia less agogs ces *1 



: THE EIGHTH DAY: 



Alternatively at Sharm El Sheikh. 




Uniquely Inter-Continental. 

For Christmas & New Years with a difference, come 
to Santa's paradise! Enjoy the season's festivities on the shores 
of the Red Sea; we promise all the spirit of the winter season but 
with the warmth of the Sharm El Sheikh sun. So if you want 
to join Santa at the sea, see you there! 


INTER-CONTINENTAL 

RESORT & CASINO 

For reservations or further information contact your local travel agent or the 
Regional Sales Office: Tfch 20(2} 35M730/S1, Fax: 20(2} 35S-7160 or the 
Sharm El Sheikh Inter-Continental Resort & Casino: Tek (062) 601111, Fax: (062) 601293 



National Bank of Egypt 

(Property market) 


announces an auction sale 


on behalf of the 

Real Estate Egyptian Consortium 


leader of modern real estate ideas 
the company is one of the three following banks affiliates. 

National Bank of Egypt 

Suez Canal Bank Arab land Bank 


Unique location in Giza 

57 Giza Street 


Over looking botanic garden, the Zoo and the River Nile. 

Units of Different areas for all Purposes and activities 
(Embassies^- Companies - Offices - Clinks - etc.) 

Surprise 






and have it immediately 
therest to be paid on monthly 
installment basis for 


10 years 


interest 



Site visit is available 10 am - 4 pm daily 
Auction will take place on Saturday 28/12/96 
12 noon at the property market * 

8 Ibrahim Naguib St - Garden City 
terms of sale to be requested at the site 57 Giza st 
next to El Gamaa bridge for LJ£. So 


Estimator Omar Toson 

















